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RECORD OF PROCEEDINGS 
FREEDOM TOWNSHIP TRUSTEES 

ORGANIZATIONAL MEETING 
Thursday, January 8, 2009 

 
 

The Organizational Meeting of the Freedom Township Board of Trustees was called to order by Chairman John Zizka at 
7:00 pm on Thursday, January 8, 2009.  Present: Trustees: James Hammar,  J. J. Leet, John C. Zizka; Rosemary Nicholas, 
Fiscal Officer; Charles VanSteenberg, Road Supervisor. Also present: Charles Duffield, Dan Grafton and Diane Smith 
from the Record Courier. 

Mr. Zizka led the assembly in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

The meeting was turned over to Fiscal Officer Rosemary Nicholas for the election of officers. 

Mr. Leet nominated Mr. Hammar as Chairman.  Mr. Hammar declined, and nominated Mr. Zizka as Chairman. There were 
no other nominations. Mr. Hammar moved that nominations be closed; Mr. Leet seconded the motion. Roll call on the 
nomination of Mr. Zizka as Chairman:  Mr. Leet, yes; Mr. Hammar, yes; Mr. Zizka, yes.  Motion carried. Org-1-8-
09.1 

Mr. Zizka nominated Mr. Leet as Vice Chairman.  There were no other nominations. Mr. Hammar moved that nominations 
be closed; Mr. Zizka seconded the motion.  Roll call on the nomination of Mr. Leet as Vice Chairman:  Mr. Leet, yes; 
Mr. Hammar, yes; Mr. Zizka, yes.  Motion carried. Org-1-8-09.2 

Mrs. Nicholas turned the meeting over to newly-elected Chairman John Zizka. 

Town Hall rental fees were discussed. Mr. Zizka made the motion, seconded by Mr. Leet, that Town Hall rental fees 
continue the same as last year: $35.00 for residents and $50.00 for non-residents. Roll call:  Mr. Leet, yes; Mr. 
Hammar, yes; Mr. Zizka, yes.  Motion carried. Org-1-8-09.3 

Mr. Hammar made the motion, seconded by Mr. Leet, that mileage reimbursement be set at 55.0 cents per mile, the 
standard mileage rate established for 2009 by the Internal Revenue Service. Roll call:  Mr. Leet, yes; Mr. Hammar, 
yes; Mr. Zizka, yes.  Motion carried. Org-1-8-09.4 

Mr. Leet made the motion, seconded by Mr. Hammar, to appoint Mr. Zizka as representative for OTARMA. Roll call:  
Mr. Leet, yes; Mr. Hammar, yes; Mr. Zizka, yes.  Motion carried. Org-1-8-09.5 

Mr. Hammar made the motion, seconded by Mr. Zizka, to appoint Mr. Leet as representative for the Ravenna Arsenal 
Board. Roll call:  Mr. Leet, yes; Mr. Hammar, yes; Mr. Zizka, yes.  Motion carried. Org-1-8-09.6 

Mr. Leet made the motion, seconded by Mr. Hammar, to appoint Mr. Zizka as the liaison for the Robinson Health 
Affiliates for the CDL testing program, with alternate to be any Trustee. Roll call:  Mr. Leet, yes; Mr. Hammar, 
yes; Mr. Zizka, yes.  Motion carried. Org-1-8-09.7 

Mr. Zizka made the motion, seconded by Mr. Hammar, to appoint Mr. Leet and Mr. Hammar to serve as co-
representatives to the Joint Fire District Board, with Mr. Leet being the primary representative and Mr. Hammar 
being the secondary representative.  Roll call:  Mr. Leet, yes; Mr. Hammar, yes; Mr. Zizka, yes.  Motion carried. 
Org-1-8-09.8 

Mr. Leet made the motion, seconded by Mr. Hammar, to appoint Mr. Zizka and Mr. Hammar to serve as co-
representatives to the EMS Board, with Mr. Zizka being the primary representative and Mr. Hammar being the 
secondary representative.  Roll call:  Mr. Leet, yes; Mr. Hammar, yes; Mr. Zizka, yes.  Motion carried. Org-1-8-
09.9 

Mr. Zizka made the motion, seconded by Mr. Leet, to appoint Mr. Hammar to serve as representative on the Portage 
County Regional Planning Commission, with Mr. Leet as alternate.  Roll call:  Mr. Leet, yes; Mr. Hammar, yes; 
Mr. Zizka, yes.  Motion carried. Org-1-8-09.10 

Mr. Zizka made the motion, seconded by Mr. Hammar, to appoint Mr. Zizka as the Road Consultant Representative 
with Mr. Leet to be the alternate.  Roll call:  Mr. Leet, yes; Mr. Hammar, yes; Mr. Zizka, yes.  Motion carried. Org-
1-8-09.11 

Mr. Zizka made the motion, seconded by Mr. Hammar, to appoint Mr. Leet as Issue 2 Representative for the year 
2009, with any trustee as alternate. Roll call:  Mr. Leet, yes; Mr. Hammar, yes; Mr. Zizka, yes.  Motion carried. 
Org-1-8-09.12 
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Mr. Leet made the motion, seconded by Mr. Hammar, to appoint Mr. Hammar Zoning Commission contact, with any 
trustee as alternate. Roll call:  Mr. Leet, yes; Mr. Hammar, yes; Mr. Zizka, yes.  Motion carried. Org-1-8-09.13 

Mr. Leet made the motion, seconded by Mr. Hammar, to appoint Mr. Zizka Zoning Board of Appeals contact, with any 
trustee as alternate. Roll call:  Mr. Leet, yes; Mr. Hammar, yes; Mr. Zizka, yes.  Motion carried. Org-1-8-09.14 

Mr. Zizka made the motion, seconded by Mr. Hammar, to appoint Mr. Leet to be in charge of town hall scheduling, 
with any trustee as alternate. Roll call:  Mr. Leet, yes; Mr. Hammar, yes; Mr. Zizka, yes.  Motion carried. Org-1-8-
09.15  It was agreed that it was important to check the town hall after each rental to make sure everything is in place. 

Mr. Hammar made the motion, seconded by Mr. Leet, to set the Regular Trustee meetings to be held on the first and 
third Thursday of the month, at 7:30 pm, with the second meeting in December to be set at a later date. Roll call:  
Mr. Leet, yes; Mr. Hammar, yes; Mr. Zizka, yes.  Motion carried. Org-1-8-09.16 

Mr. Hammar made the motion, seconded by Mr. Zizka, that all  meetings will be held in accordance with Roberts Rules 
of Order and will be in compliance with the Ohio Sunshine Law; further, special meetings will be advertised in the 
Record Courier, the newspaper of most general circulation, by notifying them 24 hours in advance.  Roll call:  Mr. 
Leet, yes; Mr. Hammar, yes; Mr. Zizka, yes.  Motion carried. Org-1-8-09.17 

Mr. Leet made the motion, seconded by Mr. Hammar, that members of the Zoning Commission, the Zoning Board of 
Appeals, and the alternates will be paid $20.00 per meeting attended to include special meetings, workshops or any 
meeting pertinent to conducting the business of the Zoning Commission and/or the Zoning Board of Appeals.   Roll 
call:  Mr. Leet, yes; Mr. Hammar, yes; Mr. Zizka, yes.  Motion carried. Org-1-8-09.18 

Mr. Leet made the motion, seconded by Mr. Zizka, to appoint Mr. Hammar as Trustee representative for the Park 
Committee. Roll call:  Mr. Leet, yes; Mr. Hammar, yes; Mr. Zizka, yes.  Motion carried. Org-1-8-09.19 

Regarding wage increases (last increases effective 2/1/08) Mr. Hammar made the motion, seconded by Mr. Zizka, to table 
this matter until the next meeting to allow for completion of employee performance evaluations.  Mr. Hammar made 
the motion, seconded by Mr. Zizka to amend the motion to include that vacation, holiday and sick time benefits will 
stay the same for the month of January, to be reconfirmed at the next meeting. Roll call:  Mr. Leet, yes; Mr. 
Hammar, yes; Mr. Zizka, yes.  Motion carried. Org-1-8-09.20 

There being no further business, Mr. Hammar made the motion, seconded by Mr. Leet, to adjourn the organizational 
meeting at 7:45 pm.  Roll call:  Mr. Leet, yes; Mr. Hammar, yes; Mr. Zizka, yes.  Motion carried. Org-1-8-09.21 

 

              
Chairman      Trustee 
 
 
             
Trustee       Fiscal Officer 
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RECORD OF PROCEEDINGS 
FREEDOM TOWNSHIP TRUSTEES 

REGULAR MEETING 
Thursday, January 8, 2009 

 
The Regular Meeting of the Freedom Township Board of Trustees was called to order by Chairman Zizka at 7:46 pm on 
Thursday, January 8, 2009, immediately following the organizational meeting.  Present: Trustees James Hammar,   J. J. 
Leet, John C. Zizka; Rosemary Nicholas, Fiscal Officer; Charles VanSteenberg, Road Supervisor. Also present: Charles 
Duffield, Dan Grafton and Diane Smith from the Record Courier. 

Mr. Leet made the motion, seconded by Mr. Hammar, to approve the minutes of the December 30, 2008, 
Regular Meeting as presented. Roll call:  Mr. Leet, yes; Mr. Hammar, yes; Mr. Zizka, yes.  Motion carried.  
Resolution 1-8-09.1 

Public Comment: None at this time. 

Roads:  Mr. VanSteenberg reported they worked on the inventory Monday and had a burial on Tuesday. They have 
on hand approximately 100 tons of salt, 50 tons of mixed, and 90 tons of grit, plus 150 tons of salt still to order. Mr. 
Leet suggested we go back to salting the entire road when there is a lot of ice. Mr. Zizka cautioned that we are just 
starting January and he would like to see us remain conservative in our use of salt so that hopefully we have enough 
to get through the winter. It was agreed that it would be left up to the discretion of the road crew where and how 
much to salt.  

Park: Mr. Hammar said that Nick Moskos of GPD Associates was still not able to use the CD provided by the 
County GIS Department. Mr. Zizka expressed his frustration over what type of GIS system the County is using that 
can�t be used by a professional. Mr. Zizka will contact Joe Reichlin at the County.  

Other Business: 
Mr. Zizka reported that we have received the warranty deed, title insurance and oil lease assignment for the church 
property. He ordered fuel oil for the church and parsonage; and will get an estimate to have programmable 
thermostats installed in both buildings.  He will be meeting at the church building with Dave Brockman, local 
historian, and  Kit Semplak, president of the Garfield Historical Society.  Mr. Zizka said we found a set of blue 
prints for the church building plus the original pencil drawing for that building, and he thinks it would be wise to 
have the pencil drawing preserved in some manner. The church was built in 1953 at a cost of $40,000. The architect 
was a retired local Freedom resident who donated his services. The builder was Roman Yoder of Middlefield.  Mr. 
Duffield recalled that the interior work was done by local volunteers. Mr. Zizka asked, now that we have the title, 
what do we want to do with the two church buildings. Mr. VanSteenberg suggested renting the house and let the 
committee (as proposed by Mr. Hammar) consider what to do with the church building. 

Regarding the town hall, Mr. Zizka said we need to mark the tiles that have evidence of water stains and keep an 
eye on this. He said hindsight is 20/20 but it may have been better to have a new roof put on the town hall, rather 
than spend $1,000 on painting. He suggested we consider having the roof replaced with a metal roof. Mr. Zizka 
added that there is leakage at the base of the church bell tower and suggested we get somebody to look at the 
flashing and consider replacing the roof this summer, possibly with metal as well. 

Mr. Hammar is waiting for information from Chris Meduri regarding the certified applicator matter. The Bonner vs 
Freedom Township pre-trial is set for tomorrow at 10 am.  

 During the meeting, warrants #4083 - #4106 in the amount of $7,404.03 were presented to the Trustees for approval and 
ordered paid by signature. See the Payment Register which is attached hereto and by reference made a part of these 
Minutes.    

There being no further business, Mr. Leet made the motion, seconded by Mr. Zizka, to adjourn the meeting at 8:55 pm.  
Roll call:  Mr. Leet, yes; Mr. Hammar, yes; Mr. Zizka, yes.  Motion carried.  Resolution 1-8-09.2  

 
              
 Trustee       Trustee 
 
  
              
 Trustee       Fiscal Officer 
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RECORD OF PROCEEDINGS 
FREEDOM TOWNSHIP TRUSTEES 

REGULAR MEETING 
Thursday, January 29, 2009 

 
The Regular Meeting of the Freedom Township Board of Trustees was called to order by Chairman Zizka at 7:30 pm on 
Thursday, January 29, 2009.  Present: Trustees James Hammar,  J. J. Leet,  John C. Zizka; Rosemary Nicholas, Fiscal 
Officer; Paul Puleo, Zoning Inspector, Charles VanSteenberg, Road Supervisor. Also present: Dan Grafton. 

Mr. Leet made the motion, seconded by Mr. Hammar, to approve the minutes of the January 8, 2009, 
Organizational Meeting, as presented: Roll call:  Mr. Leet, yes; Mr. Hammar, yes; Mr. Zizka, yes.  Motion 
carried.  Resolution 1-29-09.1 

Mr. Leet made the motion, seconded by Mr. Hammar, to approve the minutes of the January 8, 2009, Regular 
Meeting, as presented: Roll call:  Mr. Leet, yes; Mr. Hammar, yes; Mr. Zizka, yes.  Motion carried.  
Resolution 1-29-09.2 

Public Comment: Mr. Grafton asked if the trustees had considered renting the parsonage, to help pay the expenses. 
Mr. Zizka replied that it was not something the board had yet considered and the thought was that it may be used for 
other purposes. Mr. Grafton said he thought it should be used for rental income. Mr. Hammar said he felt we should 
have a committee to consider and recommend to the trustees what the best use would be. Mr. Zizka said the 
decision on what to do with the parsonage should be the board�s, and he does not think it would be conducive to use 
the house for offices or storage. He said the church could have use as a public building, and the community could 
help with that.  Mr. Hammar suggested checking with the auditor regarding the tax exempt status of the parsonage. 
It was also suggested that, if the house is rented, that we might want to use the services of a property management 
company. Mr. Hammar suggested that we consider forming a Freedom Historical Society; currently we are included 
in the Garfield Historical Society. 

Zoning:  Mr. Puleo reported that one certificate was issued last month, for a deck. He got a letter from the Portage 
County Building Department regarding a form for projects that would not normally require a zoning certificate. The 
thought is that if all township zoning departments would use a similar form or letter, the Building Department could 
then always tell an applicant that all projects require either a township zoning certificate or something along the 
lines of the proposed form.  He also made reference to a previous letter regarding property the township would like 
to preserve for historical purposes. Mr. Zizka said he did not like the proposed wording and reference to 
application; he will follow up with Randy Roberts at the Building Department. Mr. Puleo said there was nothing 
new to report on the proposed tattoo parlor. Mr. Hammar noted that voluntary discontinuance of a non-conforming 
use is only good for two years, after which a variance would be required. 

Roads:  Mr. VanSteenberg said he needs one or two cutting edges for the Kodiak truck. Mr. Hammar made the 
motion, seconded by Mr. Zizka, to purchase two nine-foot cutting edges from Dexter Company at $240.00 
each.  Mr. Leet, yes; Mr. Hammar, yes; Mr. Zizka, yes.  Motion carried.  Resolution 1-29-09.3 

Mr. VanSteenberg reported that they got the springs for the plow installed. He had a complaint about a damaged 
mailbox on Slagle Road, and he told the resident that we do not replace mail boxes unless we hit the box. In this 
case, it was knocked over by accumulated snow. Bill Steiner of Solid Waste wants townships to set their clean-up 
dates as early as possible. We are tentatively scheduled for June 11, 12 and 13, to be confirmed at the next meeting. 
We still have 100 tons of salt left on our contract and we can purchase an additional 40 tons at the same price of 
$41.20/ton delivered. 

The trustees reviewed a letter from ODOT regarding the cooperative purchasing of salt for the 2009-2010 season. 
The agreement to purchase salt must be received by ODOT by February 27, 2009. The purchase limits have been 
revised to a minimum purchase of 80% and a maximum of 120%. After discussion, Mr. Hammar made the motion, 
seconded by Mr. Leet, to commit to buy 350 tons of salt through the Ohio Department of Transportation 
cooperative purchasing program for the 2009-2010 season. Mr. Leet, yes; Mr. Hammar, yes; Mr. Zizka, yes.  
Motion carried.  Resolution 1-29-09.4 

Park:  Mr. VanSteenberg received a call from a girls� league who wants to use the ball field twice a week and on 
Saturdays through June; the person will call back with days, etc.  Mr. Hammar said he sent letters out to the various 
teams asking them to consider our field, but had no response. 
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Mr. Leet made the motion, seconded by Mr. Zizka,  to enter permanent appropriations as follows for the year 
2009, based on the County Auditor�s Amended Official Certificate of Estimated Resources dated January 20, 
2009: 

    General Fund    ............................. $424,685.22 
    Motor Vehicle License Tax  ................................... 8,149.77  
    Gasoline Tax    ............................... 149,317.04 
    Road & Bridge    ................................. 46,137.84 
    Cemetery    ................................. 15,305.83 
    Zoning     ................................. 11,026.87 
    Permissive Motor Vehicle   ................................. 25,585.33 
    Freedom Park    ................................... 1,122.73 
    Freedom Twp Park Development Fund .....................        10,866.92    
           Total   ............................. $692,197.55 

Roll call: Mr. Leet, yes; Mr. Hammar, yes; Mr. Zizka, yes.  Motion carried.  Resolution 1-29-09.5 

Mr. Hammar made the motion, seconded by Mr. Leet, to reappoint Bob Miner to the Zoning Commission for a 
five-year term ending December 31, 2013. Roll Call: Mr. Leet, yes; Mr. Hammar, yes; Mr. Zizka, yes.  
Motion carried.  Resolution 1-29-09.6 

Mr. Hammar made the motion, seconded by Mr. Leet, to reappoint Gil Krohn to the Board of Zoning Appeals 
for a five-year term ending December 31, 2013, and to reappoint Mike Baker and Randy Pochedly each to an 
additional one-year term, as Alternates.  Roll Call: Mr. Leet, yes; Mr. Hammar, yes; Mr. Zizka, yes.  Motion 
carried.  Resolution 1-29-09.7  It was noted that Roy Martin has been elected Chairman of the Board of Appeals 
and Jeff Rinearson had been elected Vice Chairman.  Mike Mikulski was re-elected Chairman of the Zoning 
Commission and Stan Lawrence was elected Vice Chairman. 

At 8:55 pm, Mr. Hammar made the motion, seconded by Mr. Leet, to move to executive session for the purpose 
of discussion personnel compensation and benefits. Roll Call: Mr. Leet, yes; Mr. Hammar, yes; Mr. Zizka, 
yes.  Motion carried.  Resolution 1-29-09.8 

At 9:59 pm, Mr. Hammar made the motion, seconded by Mr. Leet, to reconvene in regular session. Roll Call: 
Mr. Leet, yes; Mr. Hammar, yes; Mr. Zizka, yes.  Motion carried.  Resolution 1-29-09.9 

Mr. Zizka made the motion, seconded by Mr. Hammar,  to increase the rate of pay for Charles VanSteenberg, 
Road Supervisor, from $17.85/hour to $18.55/hour effective February 1, 2009, and to increase the rate of pay 
for Tony VanSteenberg, Assistant Road Supervisor, from $15.85/hour to $16.55/hour, effective February 1, 
2009.  Roll Call: Mr. Leet, yes; Mr. Hammar, yes; Mr. Zizka, yes.  Motion carried.  Resolution 1-29-09.10 

Mr. Zizka made the motion, seconded by Mr. Hammar, that Paul Puleo, Zoning Inspector, receive an increase of 
$50.00 per month (from $475 to $525) effective February 1, 2009. Roll Call: Mr. Leet, yes; Mr. Hammar, yes; 
Mr. Zizka, yes.  Motion carried.  Resolution 1-29-09.11 

Mr. Zizka made the motion, seconded by Mr. Hammar, that Mary Ann Schaefer, Zoning Secretary, receive an 
increase of $25.00 per month (from $200 to $225) effective February 1, 2009. Roll Call: Mr. Leet, yes; Mr. 
Hammar, yes; Mr. Zizka, yes.  Motion carried.  Resolution 1-29-09.12 

Mr. Leet made the motion, seconded by Mr. Hammar, to reconfirm 15 days vacation time for Charles 
VanSteenberg and Tony VanSteenberg, to be taken by the end of the year; 10 paid holidays for Charles 
VanSteenberg and Tony VanSteenberg, as per the Ohio Revised Code; 5 sick days per year, with no carry 
over; sick days may also be used for bereavement leave purposes. Leave may be used in less than 8-hour 
increments. Roll Call: Mr. Leet, yes; Mr. Hammar, yes; Mr. Zizka, yes.  Motion carried.  Resolution 1-29-
09.13 

Unfinished Business: 

Mr. Hammar to contact Mr. Meduri re the Certified Applicator Training. 

Mr. Leet and Mr. Zizka to get prices for the town hall pavilion. 

Mr. Hammar will continue to pursue the possibility of having the natural gas lines extended to the town hall 
properties. 

Mr. Zizka read a letter from Garfield Schools thanking us for supporting the school levy. They would like to put 
two more �Excellent� banners in the township, to be  installed in August. 

Mr. Zizka provided a brief update on the Bonner hearing held January 15. We hope to have a finding by the 
magistrate by the end of winter after which both sides will have two weeks to respond. 
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 During the meeting, warrants #4107 - #4141 in the amount of $26,494.44 were presented to the Trustees for approval and 
ordered paid by signature. See the Payment Register which is attached hereto and by reference made a part of these 
Minutes.    

There being no further business, Mr. Hammar made the motion, seconded by Mr. Zizka, to adjourn the meeting at 
10:32 pm.  Roll call:  Mr. Leet, yes; Mr. Hammar, yes; Mr. Zizka, yes.  Motion carried.  Resolution 1-29-
09.14 

  

 
              
 Trustee       Trustee 
 
  
              
 Trustee       Fiscal Officer 
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RECORD OF PROCEEDINGS 

FREEDOM TOWNSHIP TRUSTEES 
REGULAR MEETING 

Thursday, February 19, 2009 
 

The Regular Meeting of the Freedom Township Board of Trustees was called to order by Chairman Zizka at 7:30 pm on 
Thursday, February 19, 2009.  Present: Trustees James Hammar, John C. Zizka; Rosemary Nicholas, Fiscal Officer; Paul 
Puleo, Zoning Inspector, Charles VanSteenberg, Road Supervisor. Trustee J. J. Leet was absent. Also present: Harold Cain, 
Charles Duffield, Dan Grafton, Roy Martin. Also present for a portion of the meeting: Jeff Shurmer of Living Waters 
Fellowship Church, Russ Clark of Victory Baptist Church with members of their congregations, Bud Curfman, Mike 
Rahach.  

Mr. Hammar made the motion, seconded by Mr. Zizka, to approve the minutes of the January 29, 2009, Regular 
Meeting, as presented: Roll call:  Mr. Leet, absent; Mr. Hammar, yes; Mr. Zizka, yes.  Motion carried.  
Resolution 2-19-09.1 

Public Comment: 

Mr. Shurmer said that before the township purchased the church property, they had been in negotiations with the Eastern 
Conference of the United Methodist Church to rent that property. They are still interested in renting the church on a 
temporary or longer basis. They are non-denominational and currently meet in a building on S.R. 44 north of Ravenna. 
They were prepared to present a proposal, but asked what exactly the township�s plans were for the use of the building. Mr. 
Hammar responded that we are still in the planning stages and numerous options have been considered including using the 
downstairs for meeting purposes on occasions when there is a conflict with the town hall scheduling. We were considering 
a committee of township residents to offer suggestions on the best use of the building. Mr. Zizka added that his initial 
thoughts were to make the upstairs available as a non-denominational chapel for weddings, funerals, memorial services, 
etc.  It is fairly certain the parsonage will be turned into a rental unit, but we are open to any offers for the church building. 
Mr. Shurmer said they would want the church on Sunday mornings and Wednesday evenings; anything else they could 
pretty much work around. They would also want use of the lower story for dinners, etc. They were thinking along the lines 
of $450/month. They would keep it clean and maintain it, but are hopeful that the township would continue to mow the 
grass, plow the parking area, etc. They would pay the utilities; however, if the township had part-time access to the 
building, perhaps some kind of percentage could be worked out.  In response to a question from Mr. Zizka, Mr. Shurmer 
said they would want use of the building in April or May.  

Mr. Clark said they were given 90-days notice to vacate their present building (located at the old turkey farm). They had 
been there 3-1/2 years but the owner needs the building for business purposes. They did a lot of maintenance work on that 
building including replacing the well, sub pump and furnace at their cost. They are an independent Baptist church. They 
would be willing to offer between $500 and $600 per month for the church building, plus utilities, and would be willing to 
maintain the building and grounds at their cost, including mowing and snow removal. They would want both the upstairs 
and downstairs but would be willing to work with the township in sharing the building to accommodate the township as 
needed. Brenda Burrows said she had been a resident for 35 years and spoke in favor of having this church in the township. 

Mr. Zizka asked what length of lease they were looking at. Mr. Shurmer said they would prefer month to month and would 
consider six months, but no longer than a year. Mr. Clark said at least a year, if not longer. Mr. Curfman said he was a 
former member of the Methodist Church and was very much a part of this area for ten years. His desire is to start a non-
denominational Christian fellowship and would like to lease the upper part of the church on Sundays from 10:30-12:30 pm. 
It would be available to the township the rest of the time. He would offer $50/week for the use of the sanctuary. As it 
progresses, they may be willing to give more.  

Mr. Zizka said it would be irresponsible to make a decision tonight, particularly since one of the trustees was not present 
for the discussion. He thanked the gentlemen for attending and said we would get back to them in a timely manner. He also 
asked if they would be willing to allow the township to contact their current landlords as references, and both Mr. Shurmer 
and Mr. Clark replied in the affirmative. Mr. Shurmer had seen the building. Arrangements will be made for Mr. Clark to 
see the building tomorrow morning at 11 am.  

Zoning: Mr. Puleo said there were no permits issued. In response to a question from Mr. Zizka, he said the property 
on Vaughn Road is in the hands of the Prosecutor who is awaiting a court date. Mr. Puleo said we do not address 
the new retail district (Neighborhood Commercial/Office/Industrial District � NCOI) in our fee schedul e. After 
discussion, Mr. Zizka made the motion, seconded by Mr. Hammar, to adopt a fee of $50.00 for a retail use 
certificate in the Neighborhood Commercial/Office/Industrial District, effective immediately.  Roll call:  Mr. 
Leet, absent; Mr. Hammar, yes; Mr. Zizka, yes.  Motion carried.  Resolution 2-19-09.2   
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Roads: Mr. VanSteenberg said they put 31 tons of 304 on Goodell Road. They received another 100 tons of salt; 
still have 40 tons in reserve. They�re waiting for some decent weather to haul grit. The spring clean-up is scheduled 
for June 11, 12 and 13, same hours as last year (Thursday, from 12:00 noon to 8:00 pm; Friday, from 12:00 noon to 
6:00 pm; and Saturday, from 9:00 am to 4:00 p.m.) He will contact Mr. Steiner to find out what will be accepted 
this year. Mr. VanSteenberg asked about the status of Issue 1 funding for Hankee Road and also the Vair Road 
culvert. Mr. Zizka will call the County Engineer�s office. 

Parks: Mr. Hammar said they met with Nick Moskos, the park planner, at the park for a walk-through. He will 
come up with an inventory. Mr. Zizka said they spent almost three hours walking the park on Tuesday and it was 
the first time he had seen the 10-acre tract donated by the Brookovers. Mr. Moskos felt it would not make a high 
quality nature trail due to the topography and wetlands; instead, he suggested we consider putting in a boardwalk. 

Mr. Rahach said they were looking for a field for a girls� fast pitch team to use for practice, a couple of days a week 
and the early part of the summer; Tuesdays and Thursdays and Saturdays from 4-6 pm, starting as soon as the 
weather breaks. Mr. Zizka made the motion, seconded by Mr. Hammar, that we allow Mr. Rahach to use the 
Freedom Community Park ball field for the period as requested. Roll call: Mr. Leet, absent; Mr. Hammar, 
yes; Mr. Zizka, yes.  Motion carried.  Resolution 2-19-09.3   

EMS: Mr. Zizka said that on Saturday the Community EMS board passed a resolution giving Community 
Ambulance 30 days notice that the board is going to suspend the contract. That notice allows them 30 days to 
provide the EMS board with some guarantee that they are going to be able to stay in operation in a positive financial 
manner. They have been operating at a deficit. In all likelihood, the EMS district will be taking over the daily 
operation of Community Ambulance. He emphasized that there is no intention to shut the doors of Community 
Ambulance; that is not an option for the board.  

Fire: In Mr. Leet�s absence, Mr. Zizka said he was aware that the board was notified at their last meeting that 
Fireman�s Association, Inc. agreed to transfer the building and grounds to the Fire District. 

Regional Planning: Mr. Hammar said he met the new director. The RPC turned down a request for EPA funding 
for wetlands preservation in the City of Streetsboro. There was discussion about forming a group, in conjunction 
with the County Township Association, to draft zoning regulations for wind turbines and solar panels. 

Mr. Zizka provided an update on property management companies in the area. 

Mr. Hammar provided comparisons on gas, fuel oil and propane. He will contact East Ohio Gas about the 
possibility of bringing natural gas to the town hall complex.  

Mr. Cain noted that attention was needed to the flags at the cemetery. Mr.VanSteenberg to take care of this. 

Mr. Zizka said he had spent a good deal of time with Ohio Edison clarifying the electric bills. We need to pull a 
permit for the meter inspection. He has the application and check for $61.80 and will take it to the Building 
Department. Ohio Edison plans to replace the poles at the church and the parsonage.  

Mr. Zizka spoke with Randy Roberts at the Building Department about the form to be completed when a zoning 
certificate is not required. Mr. Zizka will redo the form and send it to the Building Department. Mr. Puleo will have 
the form available so that if a zoning certificate is not required, the form can be completed and taken to the Building 
Department. 

 During the meeting, warrants #4142 - #4172 in the amount of $19,578.99 were presented to the Trustees for approval and 
ordered paid by signature. See the Payment Register which is attached hereto and by reference made a part of these 
Minutes.    

There being no further business, Mr. Hammar made the motion, seconded by Mr. Zizka, to adjourn the meeting at 
9:40 pm.  Roll call: Mr. Leet, absent; Mr. Hammar, yes; Mr. Zizka, yes.  Motion carried.  Resolution 2-19-
09.4   

 
              
 Trustee       Trustee 
 
  
              
 Trustee       Fiscal Officer 
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RECORD OF PROCEEDINGS 
FREEDOM TOWNSHIP TRUSTEES 

REGULAR MEETING 
Thursday, March 5, 2009 

 
he Regular Meeting of the Freedom Township Board of Trustees was called to order by Chairman Zizka at 7:30 pm on 
Thursday, March 5, 2009.  Present: Trustees James Hammar, J. J. Leet and John C. Zizka; Rosemary Nicholas, Fiscal 
Officer; Paul Puleo, Zoning Inspector, Charles VanSteenberg, Road Supervisor. Also present: Harold Cain, Charles 
Duffield, Dan Grafton, Sallie Hubeny and Bernie Rothermel.  

Mr. Hammar made the motion, seconded by Mr. Leet, to approve the minutes of the February 19, 2009, Regular 
Meeting, as presented: Roll call:  Mr. Leet, yes; Mr. Hammar, yes; Mr. Zizka, yes.  Motion carried.  
Resolution 3-5-09.1 

Public Comment: None at this time. 

Zoning: Mr. Puleo reported that one permit was issued last month, for retail sales of ATV�s. He sent out some 
violation notices. Mr. Hammar said he was asked why we have such a situation at the southwest corner of Hankee 
and Nichols Roads. Mr. Puleo responded that this is a nuisance complaint, not a zoning issue, and is being handled 
by Mr. Zizka.  

Roads: Mr. VanSteenberg reported that they got 1-3/4 ton of cold patch; they hauled three loads of grit; will be 
ordering the balance of salt remaining on our current contract, approximately 40 tons. They finished the ditch and 
installed the culvert on Vair Road . Mr. Zizka said the road crew did a good job and suggested the other trustees 
take a look at it. All decorations will be removed from the cemeteries on March 20. Mr. Zizka said we need to order 
new reflective vests for the road crew. Mr. Hammar made the motion, seconded by Mr. Leet, to purchase 50 tons 
of grit from Brugmann�s at $6.50 per ton.  Roll call:  Mr. Leet, yes; Mr. Hammar, yes; Mr. Zizka, yes.  
Motion carried.  Resolution 3-5-09.2 

Park: Mr. Hammar said he had received information on grants from Snyder & Associates; he talked with them at 
the winter conference. Mr. Moskos sent information on a pavilion. Mr. Zizka added that the pavilion was put in a 
park in Hudson and the price for the total project in 2005 was $59,000.  What Mr. Zizka had hoped for from Mr. 
Moskos was design ideas reflecting the Western Reserve style on which we could pattern our pavilion. 

Mr. Hammar asked for consensus from the board to look into the possibility of Freedom Township participating in 
the Garrettsville Village yard sale this summer. We would make spaces available at either the park on 700 or at the 
town hall for residents who wish to participate. There were no objections, and Mr. Hammar will contact Rick 
Patrick for more information. 

New Business: Mr. Hammar said the John Deere mower is 12 years old and the deck is rusted out. He got prices on 
a 42� zero turn mower from Lowe�s.  A John Deere is  $2,999 and a Toro is $1,999. Lowe�s does not have state 
minimum pricing. Kepich did not have anything in stock. Hartville Hardware told him that John Deere maintains 
pricing; however, on certain mowers they do follow state minimum pricing. They have a 4-wheel steer for $2,906. 
Mr. Puleo suggested they look at a commercial mower, and Mr. Zizka concurred. Mrs. Nicholas asked if they had 
checked with the local dealer in the township and was told that those mowers were too large for our purposes. Mr. 
VanSteenberg said the John Deere was in good repair with the exception of the deck. Mr. Hammar said it would 
cost $750 for a new deck. 

Old Business: 

Rental of the parsonage:  Mr. Zizka said there was nothing to report.  

Church property: Mr. Zizka said the building department inspected the work done by Mr. Rothermel and issued the 
permit, the original of which Mr. Zizka gave to Mr. VanSteenberg.  The building inspector also made a number of 
recommendations for minor but necessary repairs. Mr. Zizka met with Mr. Rothermel regarding these repairs. Mr. 
Hammar made the motion, seconded by Mr. Leet, to have the electrical repairs at the church property done by 
Mr. Rothermel at his estimated price of between $400 and $500 for labor, plus material. Roll call:  Mr. Leet, 
yes; Mr. Hammar, yes; Mr. Zizka, yes.  Motion carried.  Resolution 3-5-09.3 Mr. Rothermel said that he would 
only charge the township for materials that he had to purchase; there would be no charge for anything he used that 
he had at his shop. 

Mr. Zizka provided an update on the parties who had expressed interest in renting the church building. He will follow-up in 
contacting them. 
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Mr. Zizka reported that the Fire Department had inspected all of the township buildings. As part of that inspection, they 
asked that we install key lock boxes at both the town hall and the garage on S.R. 700. Mr. Zizka ordered the boxes on the 
township credit card from Knox Boxes at a cost of $215.00 each. 

The defibrillator at the town hall was beeping; Mr. Zizka took it to the fire station and it needed a new battery. He ordered 
one at a cost of $206.55. After the battery is replaced, Mr. Zizka suggested another class be held, to include    4-H and 
others who use the town hall, as to how the defibrillator is to be used. 

Mr. Zizka will be meeting with Daniel Schmucker of Triple S Construction tomorrow morning to look at the roofs of the 
town hall, church and old garage. Mr. Duffield had gotten information on Everlast standing seam roofs, and said that Mast 
Metal Sales is offering a 5% discount on their Factory Day. 

Mr. Hammar will be filing applications with East Ohio Gas for the township properties. He is still waiting for information 
from Chris Meduri regarding the pesticide applicator insurance requirements. 

At the request of Mrs. Nicholas, Mr. Zizka made the motion, seconded by Mr. Hammar, to transfer $2,000 from the 
General Fund to the Road & Bridge Fund to support the R&B Fund.  Roll call:  Mr. Leet, yes; Mr. Hammar, yes; 
Mr. Zizka, yes.  Motion carried.  Resolution 3-5-09.4 

Mr. Hammar had information from Regional Planning; they estimate approximately 30 hours of time to put together 
regulations on solar power and wind turbines. Logically, the hours should be shared by all townships; two hours per 
township would be a fair amount. Mr. Hammar will take this back to RPC. 

Some time was spent discussing a new truck. Mr. Zizka suggested that we price 2009 and 2008 models; up to $8,000 in 
rebates is being offered on some 2008 models, if you can find them. However, in most cases they are diesels. Mr. Zizka 
had quotes from Kalida Truck and Valley Ford (Valley Ford is on the State bid list). His suggestion is that we buy a truck 
under State contract in which case we don�t have to bid it out. We would then get quotes for the after market equipment 
(bed, hydraulics, plow, light package, tailgate spreader). There was discussion about the differences between a 350 and 450 
model. Mr. VanSteenberg said the County purchases Fords and are happy with them. Mr. Leet had a quote dated 8/6/08 
from Statewide Ford in VanWert, Ohio, in the amount of $34,988 for a super duty Ford 450. He will check with them to 
see if their price is still good. 

 During the meeting, warrants #4173 - #4198 in the amount of $10,845.80 were presented to the Trustees for approval and 
ordered paid by signature. See the Payment Register which is attached hereto and by reference made a part of these 
Minutes.    

There being no further business, Mr. Leet made the motion, seconded by Mr. Hammar, to adjourn the meeting at 9:55 
pm.  Roll call:  Mr. Leet, yes; Mr. Hammar, yes; Mr. Zizka, yes.  Motion carried.  Resolution 3-5-09.5 

 

              
 Trustee       Trustee 
 
  
              
 Trustee       Fiscal Officer 
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RECORD OF PROCEEDINGS 
FREEDOM TOWNSHIP TRUSTEES 

SPECIAL MEETING 
Saturday, March 14, 2009 

 
The Special Meeting of the Freedom Township Board of Trustees was called to order by Chairman Zizka at 9:35 am on 
Saturday, March 14, 2009.  Present: Trustees James Hammar, J. J. Leet and John C. Zizka; Rosemary Nicholas, Fiscal 
Officer; Also present: Charles Duffield, Sallie Hubeny, Roy Martin and Tom Matota. 

The purpose of the meeting, as published in the Record Courier, was to consider the purchase of a new truck. 

Mr. Zizka had done a great deal of preparatory work prior to the meeting with regard to price quotations, financing options 
and legal opinion, and provided copies of same to the Trustees and Fiscal Officer. 

The following price quotes were obtained: 

 Valley Ford, Cleveland (they have the State contract) ................. $27,280.00 
 Statewide Ford, VanWert ............................................................... 25,863.00 
 Kepich Ford, Garrettsville .............................................................. 25,114.78 

Bucket seats are desirable because, according to Kalida Truck, this allows the plow and spreader controls to be located 
between the seats. Kepich provided a photo of molded steps, included in their price. An option to steps would be pipe. 

Assistant Prosecutor Chris Meduri provided the legal opinion, in writing, that the township can purchase an item upon 
equal terms, conditions and specifications, but at a lower price than it could through the State purchasing co-op. Mr. Zizka 
said he provided Kepich Ford with the state specs and Statewide�s quote; however, he did not provide them with the price 
from Valley Ford (the State price). 

Mr. Hammar made the motion, seconded by Mr. Leet, to purchase a 2009 Ford F-450 truck from Kepich Ford for the 
price of $25,114.78, with after market parts to be decided at a later date.  Roll call:  Mr. Leet, yes; Mr. Hammar, 
yes; Mr. Zizka, yes.  Motion carried.  Resolution S-3-14-09.1 

Roll call:  Mr. Leet, yes; Mr. Hammar, yes; Mr. Zizka, yes.  Motion carried.  Resolution 3-5-09.5 

Mr. Zizka said that Kepich will need our Ford Fleet ID number. Mrs. Nicholas will follow through on this. 

Financing was discussed. The OTA master lease program has a fee of $1,750, with four years at 4.290% and five years at 
4.540%, monthly payments. The Ford Municipal Lease program has a fee of $425, with interest at approximately 4% for 
five years, annual payments. It was not known whether Ford would finance the after market parts. Mrs. Nicholas suggested 
financing the truck purchase and paying cash for the after market parts. Mr. Zizka said Middlefield Bank wants 35% 
discount on 7%.  

Mr. Zizka said that Mr. VanSteenberg suggested keeping the current plow, which would save between $4,000 and $5,000. 
Concord will look at the current plow to see if it can be adapted to the Ford chassis.  

Mr. Matota, Nelson Township trustee, commended the trustees on making the decision to buy locally. He said it was also 
admirable that they took the initiative to secure quotes other than the State bid, which is not always the lowest. 

There being no further business, Mr. Hammar made the motion, seconded by Mr. Leet, to adjourn the meeting at 9:15 
am.  Roll call:  Mr. Leet, yes; Mr. Hammar, yes; Mr. Zizka, yes.  Motion carried.  Resolution S-3-14-09.1 

 

              
 Trustee       Trustee 
 
  
              
 Trustee       Fiscal Officer 
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RECORD OF PROCEEDINGS 

FREEDOM TOWNSHIP TRUSTEES 
REGULAR MEETING 

Thursday, March 19, 2009 
 

The Regular Meeting of the Freedom Township Board of Trustees was called to order by Chairman Zizka at 7:30 pm on 
Thursday, March 19, 2009.  Present: Trustees James Hammar (arrived at 8:10 pm), J. J. Leet and John C. Zizka; Rosemary 
Nicholas, Fiscal Officer; Paul Puleo, Zoning Inspector, Charles VanSteenberg, Road Supervisor. Also present: Charles 
Duffield, Dan Grafton, Sallie Hubeny and Bill Sponaugle.  

Mr. Leet noted a correction to the Minutes of March 5, 2009:  The quote from Statewide Ford in VanWert, Ohio, 
was for $24,988.  Mr. Leet made the motion, seconded by Mr. Zizka, to approve the minutes of the March 5, 
2009, Regular Meeting, as corrected: Roll call:  Mr. Leet, yes; Mr. Hammar, absent; Mr. Zizka, yes.  Motion 
carried.  Resolution 3-19-09.1 

Mr. Grafton pointed out an incorrect adjournment time for the Special Meeting of March 14, 2009.  The meeting 
adjourned at 10:50 am. Mr. Zizka said he had one correction to make: The quote from Statewide Ford in VanWert 
was actually $26,113; there was an additional charge of $250 that was not included in their original quote. Mr. Leet 
made the motion, seconded by Mr. Zizka, to approve the minutes of the March 14, 2009, Special Meeting, as 
corrected: Roll call:  Mr. Leet, yes; Mr. Hammar, absent; Mr. Zizka, yes.  Motion carried.  Resolution 3-19-
09.2 

Public Comment: Mr. Sponaugle said the new ditch on Vair Road looks good, the road crew did a fine job but 
added where the ditch goes into the creek, there is loose dirt that will create an even worse dam. Mr. VanSteenberg 
said they would go back and look at it when the ground dries out. Mr. Sponaugle said the problem with the beavers 
appears to be resolved; he hasn�t seen any for quite a while. He called Red Osley at the Arsenal about the beavers, 
and told him they need to clean out a clog inside of the arsenal fence.  

Zoning: Mr. Puleo reported that both he and Mr. Krohn plan to attend the zoning seminar scheduled for Saturday, April 
18, at 8:30 am at the Ravenna Library. He provided updates on the Ballentine and Garrett properties. He has not heard 
from Mr. Meduri on the Vaughn Road property. Mr. Zizka asked Mr. Puleo to take a look at the property south of the 
Turnpike on the east side of Slagle Road.  Three complaints have been received regarding the property of Amy Brookover 
on Streeter Road. Mr. Zizka asked Mr. Leet if this case was left open and Mr. Leet said it was supposed to have been.  In 
response to a question from Mr. Hammar, Mr. Puleo said a permit was pulled for an accessory building on property on S.R. 
303.  

Roads: Mr. VanSteenberg said they had to put in more stone and dirt to keep the Vair Road culvert from washing 
away after the last rain. Most of Hankee Road has been ditched, they dug out an old pipe in the ditch and widened 
the berm, so this road should be ready for paving next year. They also did some ditch work on Asbury and started 
on Stamm.  

At Mr. VanSteenberg request, Mr. Zizka made the motion, seconded by Mr. Leet, to purchase 25 tons of 304 from 
Rick Kuntz at $11.00 per ton FOB. Roll call:  Mr. Leet, yes; Mr. Hammar, yes; Mr. Zizka, yes.  Motion 
carried.  Resolution 3-19-09.3 Mr. VanSteenberg noted that the price for this material from Brugmann�s is $16.50 
per ton. 

At Mr. VanSteenberg�s request, Mr. Leet made the motion, seconded by Mr. Hammar, to purchase 18 concrete 
ingots from Brugmann�s at $42.00 each. Roll call:  Mr. Leet, yes; Mr. Hammar, yes; Mr. Zizka, yes.  Motion 
carried.  Resolution 3-19-09.4  These will be used to construct another bay to hold grit.  

At Mr. VanSteenberg�s request, the Board agreed to send a letter to the American Legion Post 331 in Ravenna, 
thanking them for the three flags they donated.  

Park: Trustees Zizka and Hammar will be meeting with Nick Moskos of GPD Associates to tour some parks 
around Summit County. Mr. VanSteenberg said he has the schedule for the girls� softball team that will be using the 
field for practice. Mr. Hammar said he got no response to the letters he sent to the ball leagues in Garrettsville. The 
Park Committee did not meet this month.  

EMS: Mr. Zizka provided an update on the agreement with EMS and Community Ambulance. It will be another 
30-60 days before the District takes over the operation. 

Fire: Mr. Let said the Fire District is in the process of taking over the fire building property and will assume the 
loans. 

RPC: Mr. Hammar said the new director has clarified what will be more favorable billing to townships; it is going 
to be no billing or billing in 15-minute increments. Twelve entities make up Regional Planning and they are 
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interested in participating in the wind turbine/solar zoning study, estimated at 30 hours. Eight of the entities 
committed; four had to go back to their local governments for approval. Mr. Zizka made the motion, seconded by 
Mr. Leet, to send a letter to the Regional Planning Commission authorizing up to 3 technical hours from 
Freedom Township for the wind turbine/solar zoning study. Roll call:  Mr. Leet, yes; Mr. Hammar, yes; Mr. 
Zizka, yes.  Motion carried.  Resolution 3-19-09.5  Mr. Hammar said the Zoning Commission will wait for the 
RPC study on this issue.  

Regarding the Zoning Commission, Mr. Mikulski has prepared a planning study similar to the one put out by RPC 
for other townships. They are also working on items mentioned in the past including antennas, description of 
warehouse, stamping (to be monitored by decibels) and sign size limits. 

Unfinished Business: 
There was discussion regarding rental of the church house. Moneypenny is now part of the Kohl Agency, they will 
continue to handle property management under Kohl�s license. Mr. Hammar said he did not think we needed this 
service for one property in that we have people around all the time, the trustees are easy to reach, and are available 
to see the property and take immediate action if need be. Members of the public offered a number of good 
suggestions and agreed that this should be something the board could handle. Mr. Zizka will follow through on this. 
No decision was made regarding rent. 

Mr. Zizka reported that Mr. Rothermel completed the electrical work at the church building. Mr. Schurmer of 
Living Waters Fellowship said they are still interested in renting the building for $450 month. They would prefer 
month to month but would be agreeable to a six-month lease. They would like to take occupancy May 1st so as to 
give their current landlord notice. 

Mr. Zizka attempted to contact three people regarding roof repairs. The church is most important since we know it 
is leaking. Schmucker�s price for the church, to tear off two layers of shingles, put down 1x4�s, repitch the flat base 
of the steeple and install standing seam metal is $21,143.78. This price does not include the charge for a man lift or 
dumpster.  To remove the old roof at the town hall and install standing seam metal is $10,178.76. The township 
would get the scrap metal.  Depending on what is under the metal roof, he would put down 1x4�s or, if it is just 
slats, he would use 2x4�s which would be in addition to the price quoted. Mr. Zizka said that Mast Metal Sales was 
having an open house this weekend. Mr. Mast predicts that if conditions persist, the price may be lower than the 
discounted price they�re offering this weekend. Mr. Duffield suggested the township may want to consider buying 
the material and hire the Amish to install it.  

Mr. Zizka said he got a call from Mary Jane Hollenbach regarding the propane at the church. Amerigas will be 
removing their tank. It will cost $399 to buy a 100-gallon tank from Thrifty Propane, with a one-year warranty. 
They would waive the installation and cost of the regulator. Or we can lease it for $69 per year plus $99 installation 
and $35 for the regulator. They require a minimum purchase of 150 gallons per year. Mr. VanSteenberg will get in 
touch with the Thrifty person he deals with to get information about what it would cost to put in one of their tanks at 
the church. 

Mr. Hammar submitted the four applications to East Ohio Gas. To do all four buildings, their cost is $31,000. He 
will give them copies of tax maps and other info, and continue to pursue it. 

Mr. Hammar suggested to Mr. Mikulski that they paint the flag pole tower. Mr. Mikulski said they are going to an 
antenna in Mantua that will cover most of the township and the equipment on the flag pole will no longer be 
necessary.  

Mr. Hammar had a price of $5,400 from S&K for a commercial mower (Bobcat or Wright). Mr. Zizka suggested 
the road crew take a look at these mowers before making a decision. 

Mr. Zizka said the Town Trotters 4-H has a display case they would like to have at the town hall for their ribbons, 
trophies, etc. The size is 70� x 38� x 19� deep. Th ere was discussion about whether or not it could be wall mounted. 
Mr. Zizka will follow through on this. No decision was made. 

Mr. Zizka made the motion, seconded by Mr. Leet, to accept the offer from Pavement Technology, Inc. dated 
March 5, 2009, reflecting a 10% reduction in last year�s proposal due to delay in service.  This is for work to 
be done on Smalley Road and Anderson Road. Roll call:  Mr. Leet, yes; Mr. Hammar, yes; Mr. Zizka, yes.  
Motion carried.  Resolution 3-19-09.6   

  During the meeting, warrants #4199 - #4212 in the amount of $8,390.34 were presented to the Trustees for approval and 
ordered paid by signature. See the Payment Register which is attached hereto and by reference made a part of these 
Minutes.    
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There being no further business, Mr. Leet made the motion, seconded by Mr. Hammar, to adjourn the meeting at 9:50 
pm.  Roll call:  Mr. Leet, yes; Mr. Hammar, yes; Mr. Zizka, yes.  Motion carried.  Resolution 3-19-09.6   

 

              
 Trustee       Trustee 
 
  
              
 Trustee       Fiscal Officer 
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RECORD OF PROCEEDINGS 
FREEDOM TOWNSHIP TRUSTEES 

REGULAR MEETING 
Thursday, April 2, 2009 

 
The Regular Meeting of the Freedom Township Board of Trustees was called to order by Chairman Zizka at 7:30 pm on 
Thursday, April 2, 2009.  Present: Trustees James Hammar, J. J. Leet and John C. Zizka; Rosemary Nicholas, Fiscal 
Officer; Paul Puleo, Zoning Inspector, Charles VanSteenberg, Road Supervisor. Also present: Charles Duffield, Dan 
Grafton, and Roy Martin. Mr. Zizka led the assembly in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. Hammar made the motion, seconded by Mr. Leet, to approve the minutes of the March 19, 2009, Regular 
Meeting, as presented.  Roll call:  Mr. Leet, yes; Mr. Hammar, yes; Mr. Zizka, yes.  Motion carried.  
Resolution 4-2-09.1 

Public Comment: None at this time. 

Zoning: Mr. Puleo said there were no permits last month. He talked with Mr. Meduri about the Brookover property, and 
Mr. Meduri had followed up with an e-mail to the trustees; Mr. Meduri will send a letter to the current property owner. Mr. 
Puleo suggested that if Mr. Leet and/or Mr. Hammar visit the property in question, they should take photos. Mr. Tommy 
Kristoff called in response to Mr. Puleo�s letter re prohibited storage. Mr. Kristoff said he was planning to attend tonight�s 
meeting. There is nothing new to report on Ballentine or the former Lighthouse Church property.  

Roads: Mr. VanSteenberg said that they�ve finished ditching on Stamm, Asbury and Hankee. They�ve also been clearing 
out trees and brush around the church building and house, as well as the tree line between the church and adjoining 
property. He will order the 40 tons of salt left on our 2009-10 contract with ODOT/Cargill. Mr. Leet ordered 10 or 12 
replacement bags from Harbor Freight for the sander ($1.00 each plus shipping). The concrete ingots approved at the last 
meeting are on back order with Brugmann�s. Mr. VanSteenberg said we need to order more stone for our section of 
Goodell Road, approximately 25-30 tons of #304. Mr. Zizka questioned the quantity of stone ordered for this section of 
road so far this year. Mr. Hammar suggested we talk about this when we get to the agenda item  5-A (Bonner vs Freedom 
Township). Mr. VanSteenberg said he took one of the plow cylinders to Robeck (the cylinder that was not in need of 
repair). The cost of a new cylinder is $390.71. To repair the bad cylinder would cost $346.00. We did not have it repaired; 
they charged us $105.00 to put it back together. Mr. Zizka said he was not pleased with what transpired here and 
questioned why we took the good cylinder to Robeck, instead of the one that needed repair. He will discuss this further 
with Mr. VanSteenberg. 

Park: Mr. Hammar reported that Nick Moskos, the park planner, will be here on Thursday, April 23, at 7:30 pm to meet 
with the trustees, the park committee and anybody interested to go over the park master plan. Mr. Hammar and Mr. Zizka 
reported on the time spent with Mr. Moskos two weeks ago touring many park locations. Mr. Zizka added that Mr. Moskos 
had a map of what is presently at the park and another showing his preliminary proposal. He added that Mr. Moskos makes 
it very clear that these are suggestions and it will be up to the trustees and the community to fine-tune it; that is why he 
wants our input and that is the purpose of his meeting with us on April 23. His suggestions include rearranging the parking 
so that it is on the west and not the east side; turning the ball field around; and rearranging the Strawman-Fleming Ditch so 
that it meanders slightly. This would slow the flow of water and make it more visually appealing. Mr. Moskos said there is 
100% funding available from the Army Corps for projects like this.  He pointed out again that our park is underutilized and 
his position is low maintenance, green, and natural vegetation.  

New Business: 
Bonner vs Freedom Township. The board discussed the magistrate�s finding and Mr. Meduri�s response. At  this 
point, there is nothing official. Both parties have 14 days to respond. If there is an objection or appeal, this may not 
be final for months. After discussion, Mr. Leet made the motion, seconded by Mr. Hammar, to purchase up to 32 
tons of #304 limestone from Rick Kuntz at $11.00 per ton for the township�s portion of Goodell Road.   Roll 
call:  Mr. Leet, yes; Mr. Hammar, yes; Mr. Zizka, no.  Motion carried.  Resolution 4-2-09.2 

Equipment for new truck. The board reviewed the quote received from Concord. Mr. Leet said we need to order this 
equipment by the next meeting. Mr. Hammar suggested a work session to develop specs and then put it out for bid. 
Mr. Zizka made the motion, seconded by Mr. Hammar, to have a Special meeting on Tuesday, April 7, at 9:30 
am at the town hall to discuss and develop specifications for equipment for the new truck. .  Roll call:  Mr. 
Leet, yes; Mr. Hammar, yes; Mr. Zizka, yes.  Motion carried.  Resolution 4-2-09.3 

The board reviewed a quote from Kurtz Brothers Construction to install standing seam metal roofing on the church 
building ($23,100) and the town hall ($14,020). Ice guard and titanium roofing paper would be included on both 
buildings. The town hall price was approximately $4,000 more than the previous quote and there was discussion 
about the furring strips to get the roof straight as well as the need for ice guard. Mrs. Nicholas asked if this needed 
to be bid in that it is in excess of $25,000. Mr. Zizka said different rules apply to this type of work and he will check 
with Mr. Meduri. Mr. Zizka said the quote from Mr. Schmucker was verbal, not in writing. It was agreed that all 
quotes should be detailed in writing, and that we need at least one more quote. 
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Mrs. Nicholas cautioned the board to keep a close eye on expenditures; while our current balances are healthy, we 
are talking about several thousand dollars worth of new expenditures (truck equipment, first payment on the new 
truck, roofs, new lawn mower).  To date, normal operating expenses average approximately $15,000 per month. 
Also, approximately $60,000 in the general fund balance is earmarked for park development ($30,000 in CD�s) and 
$30,000 was donated for a pavilion to be built at the town hall park. 

Discussion followed regarding rental of the former church parsonage. It was agreed to offer the house for rent for 
$650 per month plus utilities, no pets, no Section 8. The contact will be Mr. Hammar. Mr. Hammar asked for the 
board�s approval to pay the fee for credit checks on prospective renters. Mr. Zizka suggested an application fee 
which would cover the credit check. Mr. Zizka will work with Mr. Meduri to develop the rental agreement. 

Mr. Zizka added that Mr. VanSteenberg suggested installing an electric water heater at the church, rather than 
purchasing a propane tank plus pay for a minimum quantity of fuel in addition to other fees. The consensus was that 
this is a good idea. Mr. Leet suggested hot water on demand units, but the cost may be more than a new heater.  

Mr. Hammar looked into the possibility of having a water well drilled at the garage. He found that you can have a 
water well without a septic system. He is following through with the EPA for the necessary paper work.  

Mr. Zizka said there was an inquiry from someone who wanted to rent the church building for a tea room.  

Mr. Hammar made the motion, seconded by Mr. Leet, to purchase a 42� commercial Bob-Cat, �Fast-Cat� mod el 
from S&K Services for $5,400.  Discussion followed. A bagger would cost an additional $1,500. Mr. VanSteenberg 
said they could get by with the John Deere mower and bagger. Mr. Zizka questioned the deck being rusted out on 
the John Deere and Mr. VanSteenberg said they had welded it. Mr. Zizka suggested that we get three bids for this 
mower. Mr. Leet withdrew his second. The motion died for lack of a second. The purchase of a new mower is 
tabled until the next meeting. 

Regarding the church property, Mr. Zizka has heard nothing from Mr. Schumer. Mr. Zizka asked if we should have 
surveyor Cliff McGuire verify the property corners. Mr. Hammar said he has copies of the tax maps (which East 
Ohio Gas requested) and with those maps he thinks we can locate the pins. 

There was again discussion regarding the display case that the Town Trotters 4-H wants to locate at the town hall. 
No decision was made. 

Mr. Hammar said he talked with Chris Meduri regarding the certified applicator training, and Mr. Meduri confirmed 
the insurance requirements which could cost the township between $300 and $500 per year. Mr. Zizka suggested we 
advertise for bids for weed control (certified applicator license and proof of insurance required). He and the road 
crew will come up with an approximation of lineal or square feet involved. 

Mr. Hammar said that Kevin Pitsinger asked to use the broom for the ball field in Garrettsville; the board had no 
objection.  

Mr. Hammar will contact architect Ted Manfrass for ideas for the town hall pavilion. 

Mrs. Nicholas said she had been contacted by a representative of The Ohio Plan who is interested in quoting on our 
property damage/liability coverage. After discussion, the board was in agreement that we would continue coverage 
with OTARMA for this renewal period.  

Mr. Hammar said that any resident who is interested in participating in the Community Yard Sale May 2-3, 2009 
should sign up with the Village of Garrettsville. Space for township residents will be available at the Freedom 
Community Park on S.R. 700.  

Mr. VanSteenberg will attend the DOT Drug & Alcohol training on April 14 from 9:30-11:00 AM. 

 During the meeting, warrants #4213 - #4241 in the amount of $17,305.98 were presented to the Trustees for approval and 
ordered paid by signature. See the Payment Register which is attached hereto and by reference made a part of these 
Minutes.    

There being no further business, Mr. Hammar made the motion, seconded by Mr. Leet, to adjourn the meeting at 
10:50 pm.  Roll call:  Mr. Leet, yes; Mr. Hammar, yes; Mr. Zizka, yes.  Motion carried.  Resolution 4-2-09.4 

 

              
 Trustee       Trustee 
  
              
 Trustee       Fiscal Officer 
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The Special Meeting of the Freedom Township Board of Trustees was called to order by Chairman John C. Zizka at 9:35 
am on Tuesday, April 7th, 2009.   Present: Trustees J.J. Leet, James Hammar and John C . Zizka; Charles VanSteenberg, 
Road Supervisor and Tony VanSteenberg, Road Laborer.  Mr. Zizka led the assembly in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

The Special Meeting, as advertised in the Record Courier, was called for the purpose of preparing a list of specifications 
for equipping the recently ordered Ford F-450. The meeting began with a thorough discussion of reusing the 9’ plow on the 
new truck.  The board felt it would be cost effective to refurbish the plow using Larry Solak�s suggestions and services at 
an approximate cost of $1,200 and replacing one hydraulic cylinder at a cost of $390.  Mike Hubble of the Dexter 
Company, Bucyrus, Ohio upon previous examination of the plow felt his firm could adapt the 9’ Frink plow to the ordered 
truck with a small �D-ring� latching system and a c omplimentary sub frame for the new truck.  A telephone call to Mr. 
Hubble during the discussion confirmed his opinion.  He quoted an approximate price of $500 to modify the Frink plow 
and $1,500 - $2,000 for the new sub frame with a new lift cylinder including installation.  Chairman Zizka asked that Mr. 
Hubble email or fax those prices to the Township�s Fiscal Officer.  A comparable 9’ plow would cost around $7,500 with 
an additional charge for the truck�s sub frame according to a previous examination by Concord Road Equipment of 
Painesville, Ohio. 

Mrs. Terry Bello arrived at the Town Hall at approximately 10:00 am to do a walk through of the former Methodist 
Church.  Tony VanSteenberg accompanied her.  Upon her return she stated that she would be interested in renting the 
former church building for a luncheonette.   She would use the second floor by removing the pews and carpeting, 
converting the small room to the left of the altar area into a restroom, and placing the kitchen where the altar is now. Mrs. 
Bello has had past experience with food service.  She would not be interested in the basement/first floor.  The board 
suggested that Mrs. Bello contact the Portage County Building Department to get a better understanding of what they 
would require to accomplish the structural changes.  Mr. Zizka recalled suggestions made to the trustees last October 31st 
by Randy Roberts from the building department, primarily the ADA compliance and kitchen range hood with fire 
suppression system. 

The trustees then turned their attention to a check list of after market products and their preferences for equipping the new 
Ford F-450 chassis.  Among the major considerations were a 9 foot stainless steel dump body with a 1/4 inch AR400 steel 
floor and scissor type hydraulic hoist, poly fenders, stainless steel tailgate salt spreader with agitator bar, and heavy duty  
belt-driven central hydraulic pump, a stainless steel hydraulic reservoir with enclosed valves, manual pedestal mounted in 
cab controls and various lights. 

Several times during the discussion Mr. Zizka called by cell telephone Mike Huble, Jeffery Warfield of Concord Road 
Equipment or Scott Hanthorn of Kalida Truck Equipment to get clarification or further information on their respective 
products.  Input from Charles and Tony VanSteenberg as to their experience and preferences was encouraged and 
appreciated. 

Chairman Zizka will compile a concise list of specifications that the trustees agreed to.  He will contact Assistant County 
Prosecutor Chris Meduri for an opinion on quote versus bid requirements. 

There being no further business to conduct Mr. Hammar made a motion to adjourn which was seconded by J.J. Leet. Roll 
call: Mr. Leet, yes; Mr. Hammar, yes; Mr. Zizka, yes.  Motion carried.  The meeting adjourned at 1:05 pm.  

 

              
 Trustee       Trustee 
  
         (Absent)    
 Trustee       Fiscal Officer 
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RECORD OF PROCEEDINGS 
FREEDOM TOWNSHIP TRUSTEES 

REGULAR MEETING 
Thursday, April 16, 2009 

 
 

The Regular Meeting of the Freedom Township Board of Trustees was called to order by Chairman Zizka at 7:30 pm on 
Thursday, April 16, 2009.  Present: Trustees James Hammar, J. J. Leet and John C. Zizka; Rosemary Nicholas, Fiscal 
Officer; Paul Puleo, Zoning Inspector, Charles VanSteenberg, Road Supervisor. Also present: Harold Cain, Charles 
Duffield, Dan Grafton, Roy Martin and Sallie Hubeny. Mr. Zizka led the assembly in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. Hammar made the motion, seconded by Mr. Leet, to approve the minutes of the April 2, 2009, Regular 
Meeting, as presented.  Roll call:  Mr. Leet, yes; Mr. Hammar, yes; Mr. Zizka, yes.  Motion carried.  
Resolution 4-16-09.1 

Mr. Leet made the motion, seconded by Mr. Hammar, to approve the minutes of the April 7, 2009, Special 
Meeting, as presented.  Roll call:  Mr. Leet, yes; Mr. Hammar, yes; Mr. Zizka, yes.  Motion carried.  
Resolution 4-16-09.2 

Public Comment: Mr. Cain commented on the roof of the building next to the town hall, asking how long would it 
take for someone to tack up a piece of metal to at least preserve what we have.  Mr. Zizka asked Mr. VanSteenberg 
to take a look at it. 

Zoning: Mr. Puleo reported that the attorney for the property owner on Vaughn Road has replied to the violation notice; it 
will end up in court. Mr. Meduri will try to get a status hearing set sometime later this spring. The wood stove shop on S.R. 
88 is out of business. The sign has been removed and the house is vacant.  Mr. Martin noted that the variance for this 
property was granted only for that particular wood stove business, nothing else. The variance expires after two years. Mr. 
Puleo further reported that the truck body on Freedom Road is gone and most of the trash on the King Road property has 
been removed. 

Roads: Mr. VanSteenberg said they put a load of 304 on the township�s portion of Goodell Road, and graded it in. he 
attended the Drug & Alcohol Training on Tuesday of this week. The spreaders and plows are off the truck. The brake 
chamber went out on the big truck today. M&L did the repairs at a cost of $114. He put new nozzles and filters in the 
furnace at the church; it is running now. They�ve been having problems with the big truck not wanting to start in the am. 
He had someone look at it and he was pretty sure it is in the fuel line sensors. They will take it to Rick Kuntz whose 
mechanic will put it on their diagnostic computer.  

At Mr. VanSteenberg�s request, Mr. Leet made the motion, seconded by Mr. Hammar, to approve the purchase of 
a 12� measuring wheel from Fastenal for approximate ly $85.00. Roll call:  Mr. Leet, yes; Mr. Hammar, yes; 
Mr. Zizka, yes.  Motion carried.  Resolution 4-16-09.3 

Park: Mr. Hammar reminded everyone of the meeting with Nick Moskos, Park Planner, at the town hall on Thursday, 
April 23, at 7:30 pm. There are now two girls� teams practicing at the Streeter Road park. He talked with an individual who 
is going to give us a price on spraying for weed control at the park and around township buildings. In response to a 
question from Mrs. Nicholas, Mr. Hammar said this individual is both a certified applicator and has insurance. 

Mr. Zizka said he received a call about someone driving over the grass and making ruts on the Congregational Church 
property and in front of the town hall. He was advised to take his concerns up with Bob Schwan, league president. The 
husband of the league secretary told Mr. Zizka that our fields are in terrible condition and we never do any work on them. 
The communication between the league and the township trustees is not good; they seem to think they own the fields. Mr. 
Hammar said he has written several letters to Mr. Schwan with no response.  

Mr. Grafton questioned the park planner�s recommendation to turn the ball field around. Mr. Cain noted that there were 
still two bolts sticking up in the air. Mr. Zizka said we have the new ones and he asked Mr. VanSteenberg to put them in 
ASAP.  

Cemetery: Mr. VanSteenberg said they have been filling in graves and preparing to work on foundations. 

Fire: Mr. Leet said they are definitely in the process of buying the building and the property from the Fire Association. 
The Chief is looking at the possibility of building a new fire house if they can obtain stimulus money.   

EMS: Mr. Zizka distributed copies of the board minutes. As of yesterday, the draft of the purchase agreement went back to 
the attorney along with an inventory of Community Ambulance debts. Hopefully the transition can take place by the end of 
May. They are billing Windham Township and Village for any calls where Community EMS is the primary responder. 

 

 



Year 2009 
Page 916 

Regional Planning: Mr. Hammar reported on their recent meeting. They are going forward with the wind turbine/solar 
study but no time frame has been established. Mr. Hammar said the Zoning Commission was asked to look at the issue of 
antennas/towers. Mr. Mikulski, chairman, said he did not want to get involved since he is in that business. 

New Business: 
Mrs. Nicholas reported that a new three-year contract had been negotiated with RentWear for uniform rental, with no 
increase in price over the prior three-year period. At Mrs. Nicholas� request, Mr. Zizka made the motion, seconded by Mr. 
Hammar, to enter into a new three-year agreement with RentWear for uniform rental. Roll call:  Mr. Leet, yes; Mr. 
Hammar, yes; Mr. Zizka, yes.  Motion carried.  Resolution 4-16-09.4 

Mr. Zizka reported that he and Mr. VanSteenberg had received four additional quotes on the BobCat mower. Mr. 
Zizka revisited the subject with S&K and they agreed to sell it to us for $4,874.40. Mr. Hammar made the motion, 
seconded by Mr. Leet, to purchase a BobCat, FastCat, 42� zero turn mower from S & K Sales & Service, Inc., 
for $4,874.40. Roll call:  Mr. Leet, yes; Mr. Hammar, yes; Mr. Zizka, yes.  Motion carried.  Resolution 4-16-
09.5 

Mr. Zizka said he had received a call from Mr. Don Metcalf who lives at the corner of Goodell and Limeridge 
Roads, expressing concern on how much money the township is spending on Goodell Road so that Bonner can tear 
it up with his big trucks. Mr. Zizka explained to him that we are still responsible for our portion of the road. Mr. 
Metcalf said it is ridiculous that the roads have weight limits yet nobody enforces it, and he has contacted the 
County Commissioners, County Engineer and Sheriff�s department. Mr. Zizka suggested we look at the feasibility 
of townships purchasing a set of scales to be used in the county. Mr. Leet suggested that we have Mr. Meduri look 
into case law on the success of townships using weight scales.  

Mr. Zizka said that based on the magistrate�s findings and Mr. Meduri�s response, Mr. Meduri suggested that we 
put the non-maintained portion of Goodell Road back into maintained status. Mr. Hammar said he would like to 
have assurance from Mr. Meduri that this is the best way to go. Ms. Hubeny again asked about load limits on that 
road. After discussion, Mr. Hammar made the motion, seconded by Mr. Zizka, to place the non-maintained 
portion of Goodell Road back on maintained status pursuant to the township�s authority and Ohio Revised 
Code 5571.20.  Roll call:  Mr. Hammar, yes; Mr. Zizka, yes.  Mr. Leet abstained because of personal 
financial transactions taking place with Mr. Bonner, in which Mr. Leet has some interest. Motion carried.  
Resolution 4-16-09.6 

Mr. Zizka reported that the township had been awarded financial assistance from the Ohio Public Works 
Commission for the Vair Road Crossover project in the amount of $9,100. Mr. Leet will contact the County 
Engineer to prepare the bid documents. The Army Corps will also have to be contacted. 

Mr. Hammar made the motion, seconded by Mr. Leet, to approve registration and mileage for Messrs. Zizka, 
Puleo and Martin to attend the OTA zoning seminars scheduled in May in Blacklick, Ohio. Roll call:  Mr. 
Leet, yes; Mr. Hammar, yes; Mr. Zizka, yes.  Motion carried.  Resolution 4-16-09.7 

Mr. Hammar noted that Paul�s Lumber in Garrettsville is going out of business and they have 62 heavy molded 
plastic folding chairs for sale for $15.00 each for a total of $930 which includes the rack on which to stack the 
chairs. This is from their rental business. The same chairs, if purchased new from Sam�s Club, sell for $29.56 each, 
plus $128.87 for the rack. If the Board is interested in purchase these chairs, Mr. Hammar said he would attempt to 
negotiate a lower price. Mr. Leet made the motion, seconded by Mr. Hammar, approving the purchase of 62 
folding chairs and a rack from Paul�s Lumber for an amount up to $930. Roll call:  Mr. Leet, yes; Mr. 
Hammar, yes; Mr. Zizka, yes.  Motion carried.  Resolution 4-16-09.8 

There has been no activity on renting the parsonage house. Mr. Hammar will post a for rent sign on the house. Mr. 
Zizka will post it on the sign facing S.R. 303. The rental agreement will be approved by Mr. Meduri. 

Mr. Zizka is waiting to hear back from Bud Curfman to see if he is still interested in renting the church on Sundays 
for $50 per week. He has heard nothing from Mr. Schurmer. Discussion followed regarding the proposal from Mrs. 
Bello to rent the church building for a luncheonette/tea room which would require extensive alterations to the 
building. Mr. Zizka will let her know that we have no interest.  

Regarding the roof repairs to the church and town hall, Mr. Meduri advised that we must advertise for bids since 
this is considered a public improvement.  

Mr. Zizka said he talked with Cliff McGuire who had recently surveyed the old Kadow property. Mr. Hammar 
made the motion, seconded by Mr. Leet, to hire Cliff McGuire at a cost of $100 to locate the pins for the church 
property. Roll call:  Mr. Leet, yes; Mr. Hammar, yes; Mr. Zizka, yes.  Motion carried.  Resolution 4-16-09.9 

 

 

Mr. Zizka said he had a list of possible architects for the town hall pavilion. 
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 During the meeting, warrants #4242 - #4258 in the amount of $9,938.22 were presented to the Trustees for approval and 
ordered paid by signature. See the Payment Register which is attached hereto and by reference made a part of these 
Minutes.    

There being no further business, Mr. Zizka made the motion, seconded by Mr. Hammar, to adjourn the meeting at 
10:20 pm.  Roll call:  Mr. Leet, yes; Mr. Hammar, yes; Mr. Zizka, yes.  Motion carried.  Resolution 4-16-
09.10 

 

              
 Trustee       Trustee 
  
              
 Trustee       Fiscal Officer 
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RECORD OF PROCEEDINGS 
FREEDOM TOWNSHIP TRUSTEES 

SPECIAL MEETING 
Thursday, April 23, 2009 

 
 

The Special Meeting of the Freedom Township Board of Trustees was called to order by Chairman Zizka at 7:30 pm on 
Thursday, April 23, 2009.  Present: Trustees James Hammar and John C. Zizka; Rosemary Nicholas, Fiscal Officer; Harold 
Cain, Bill Sponaugle, Sallie Hubeny, and Ernie Hawk. Guest speaker was Nick Moskos of GPD Associates, the landscape 
design firm hired by the trustees to develop a master plan for the Freedom Community Park. 

Mr. Zizka led the assembly in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. Moskos provided some background information on his involvement in this project, and said he was honored to be 
involved. He unveiled the Freedom Community Park Master Plan which he said is basically a �wish list� of 
recommendations, based on the results of our Election Day survey. 

One of the goals is to make the park a destination. People want to have a place to go, and if you give them something nice 
they will come. The more amenities/resources you have for the different family members to engage in, the more interesting 
the park becomes for the entire family.  

He said our park needs edges, which he identified on the plan, adding that form follows function. He showed the 
Strawman-Fleming Ditch in a more natural setting, meandering rather than a straight line. He said the Ohio EPA rates 
ditches as poor natural habitat and work of this type can be completely funded through grant money should we decide to 
make this change. 

Based on recommendations of those in attendance, he will add the following to the current design: a batting cage, a 
restroom/ concession/storage facility; more parking; a cross-over for the walking path; and a basketball court. He would 
also recommend a geotechnical investigation. A driving range was suggested but deemed unsafe because of adjacent 
residences. 

He recommended less mowing (other than the ball field, picnic area and tot lot) to restore parts of the park to a more 
natural state. If may be necessary to brush-hog a couple times a year to keep the woody plant material down. The plan also 
called for additional trees, and he suggested having trees planted by youth because it builds ownership into the park.  

He was asked how he felt about memorial trees and he said that he didn�t endorse �specific� trees in m emory/honor of 
someone, because this could lead to problems and possible hard feelings should a tree die or need to be removed to make 
necessary changes to the park. However, memorial trees in general could be accepted. 

Mr. Moskos said our park has good �bones� and there  are a number of things we did right in laying it out originally and 
that our current shelter is beautiful. He talked about support components and the importance of a uniform look to township 
buildings/properties, some unifier --  style, form or color -- that identifies it as �Freedom Township .� 

He suggested that our immediate attention (�most ba ng for the buck�) should be trails; utilities withi n the existing 
structure; reduced mowing, and tree planting.  He also suggested that we upgrade our tot lot and he has someone who can 
evaluate our current tot lot equipment as to safety, proper placement, etc. 

He recognized that we are a small township with limited funds for park development but said that having the Master Plan 
lends itself to grant opportunities and will help the township get grant money. 

Mr. Moskos offered to provide the township with copies (at no charge) of the Master Plan for posting at the town hall and 
the park, so that the public could see what the potential opportunities are.  

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 9:00 pm. 

 

              
 Trustee       Trustee 
  
              
 Trustee       Fiscal Officer 
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RECORD OF PROCEEDINGS 
FREEDOM TOWNSHIP TRUSTEES 

REGULAR MEETING 
Thursday, May 7, 2009 

 
 

The Regular Meeting of the Freedom Township Board of Trustees was called to order by Chairman Zizka at 7:30 pm on 
Thursday, May 7, 2009.  Present: Trustees James Hammar, J. J. Leet and John C. Zizka; Rosemary Nicholas, Fiscal 
Officer; Charles VanSteenberg, Road Supervisor. Also present: Harold Cain, Charles Duffield, Dan Grafton, Sallie 
Hubeny, Mr. Hale and Stan Lawrence.         

Mr. Zizka led the assembly in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. Hammar made the motion, seconded by Mr. Leet, to approve the minutes of the April 16, 2009, Regular 
Meeting, as presented.  Roll call:  Mr. Leet, yes; Mr. Hammar, yes; Mr. Zizka, yes.  Motion carried.  
Resolution 5-7-09.1 

Mr. Hammar made the motion to approve the minutes of the April 23, 2009, Special Meeting, as presented.  Mr. 
Leet asked when this was made a special meeting, he thought it was a meeting of the Park Committee with the park 
planner. Mrs. Nicholas said there was a legal notice in the Record Courier advertising it as a Special Meeting. 
(Subsequent to the meeting, Mrs. Nicholas confirmed that there was no motion of the trustees to schedule this as a 
special meeting; however, it was advertised as such.) Mr. Zizka seconded Mr. Hammar�s motion. Roll call:  Mr. 
Leet, abstain; Mr. Hammar, yes; Mr. Zizka, yes.  Motion carried.  Resolution 5-7-09.2 

Public Comment: None at this time. 

Zoning: Mr. Zizka reported for Mr. Puleo, who was out of town for a funeral. There will be no zoning hours this coming 
Saturday. A report from the Zoning Inspector notes that no permits were issued for the month of April. A pretrial status 
conference is set for August 26, 2009, at 9:00 a.m. for the Chulainn Corporation (Vaughn Road) zoning violation.  

Roads: Mr. VanSteenberg said he and Mr. Leet with the County engineer tomorrow to discuss the Vair Road culvert 
project. The County Engineer will bring in somebody to work with the Army Corps and will also take care of that 
individual�s $2,500 fee. There were just two stops for brush pick-up on Monday. The coating was applied to Smalley Road. 
He got six of the concrete ingots from Brugmann�s. They will start patching roads as soon as the weather warms up. He 
would like to chip and seal King Road this year. They�ve been clearing out the fence row between the church and the 
trucking company. John Sedensky Jr. repaired the �95 Kodiak truck at a cost of $1,100. The pick-up tube on the fuel tank 
had a crack in it and there was also a leak in the air dryer.  A 4-wheeler tore up the driveway at the park on 700. Mr. Zizka 
will check with Sheriff Doak�s office to see if they can help. Mr. VanSteenberg asked if the trustees could do anything 
about the beaver pond on King Road. Mr. Pischera did not respond to the letter sent to him. Mr. Zizka suggested turning 
the matter over to Chris Meduri.  

Mr. VanSteenberg suggested that the church be rented out for children�s parties, which would save wear and tear on 
the town hall carpet. Mr. Hammar said the person renting has the choice of either the town hall or the church. There 
was discussion about charging a clean-up fee for use of the town hall, or possibly charging more. Mr. Zizka said he 
got a call from a resident who observed someone drinking beer on the church property (it was being used for a 
funeral meal). The resident did not feel it was appropriate, in that it was township property and it had been a church 
building. The board agreed that the church building is available for rentals. Mr. Leet suggested putting a door to 
prohibit entrance to the choir loft, and someone suggested blocking off the entrance to the upstairs. Mr. Grafton 
asked about blocking a fire escape. Mr. Zizka made the motion that we rent the downstairs of the church for 
$35.00 for residents and $50 for non-residents. Following a suggestion made by Mr. Hammar, Mr. Zizka 
moved to amend his resolution to incorporate the suggestion of Mr. Hammar to rent the basement of the 
church or the sanctuary at $35 each for residents or $50 for both areas; non-residents would pay $50 for 
either the basement or the sanctuary, or $75 for both. Mr. Hammar seconded Mr. Zizka�s motion.  Roll call:  
Mr. Leet, yes; Mr. Hammar, yes; Mr. Zizka, yes.  Motion carried.  Resolution 5-7-09.3  Mrs. Nicholas 
suggested that the rate be increased when either the town hall or church is rented for �for profit� pu rposes (jewelry 
parties, Pampered Chef, etc.) Mr. Leet said this did not occur often and the board suggested taking a �wait and see� 
approach, to be revisited should it be necessary. 

Mr. Hammar discussed problems with schedules for the ball field at the park. Last week two teams showed up to 
practice at the same time. Only Mr. Rahach had communicated with the board and scheduled the field. The general 
consensus is that the Garrettsville teams are not too well organized in preparing schedules, they do not 
communicate with the board of trustees, and there has been no response to a number of letters sent to them. Mr. 
Grafton said when he was in charge they met with the trustees and coordinated the schedules. He said that it is  

not right to allow people to come in whenever they want without communicating with the trustees. Mr. Zizka again 
referenced the incident where someone drove over the grass and made ruts on the Congregational Church property 
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and in front of the town hall.  Mr. Zizka said he had attempted to contact Mr. Schwan a number of times with no 
response to date. Mr. Zizka suggested we have Mr. Meduri send a letter to the league president and secretary; this is 
not the first time we have had to deal with this. There were no objections to Mr. Zizka asking Mr. Meduri to write 
the letter. Mr. Cain suggested the township fix the ruts in the lawn so as to maintain our good relationship with the 
Congregational Church. 

Mr. Zizka talked about the meeting he and Mr. Hammar attended re stimulus funding. There is a program for 
seniors (55+) where they work 20 hours a week doing community service; the agency is in Akron. There is also a 
program in Ravenna (the Reinvestment Act Youth Program) dealing with youths (14-24) where they work up to 20 
hours/week at no cost to the employer. The agency provides transportation and any work-related equipment. Mr. 
Zizka said he thinks this is something we should look into. Mr. Lawrence said his company uses the seniors 
program; currently they have 20 people working for 20 hours a week, and it is working out well. 

The dates of the clean-up were confirmed (Thursday, June 11:Noon � 8 pm; Friday, June 12: Noon � 6 pm;  and 
Saturday, June 13:  9 am � 4 pm. Tires (limit 6 per  family), batteries, motor oil, refrigerators and freezers will be accepted. 
NO truck or tractor tires, paint, garbage, yard waste, barbed wire, building materials, shingles or fencing materials will be 
accepted. This will be published in The Villager and the Record Courier. 

Mr. Zizka presented a specification sheet he had developed for roof work on the church building. Mr. Hammar made the 
motion, seconded by Mr. Leet, to advertise for proposals to re-roof the church building, per the specifications 
provided by Mr. Zizka. Since this is a public improvement, the legal notice will be published three times (May 11, 
18 and 25). Proposals will be opened at 7:00 pm on Thursday, June 4, 2009, at the town hall.  Roll call:  Mr. Leet, 
yes; Mr. Hammar, yes; Mr. Zizka, yes.  Motion carried.  Resolution 5-7-09.4 

Also regarding the church property, Mr. Zizka said that Cliff McQuire will locate the property corners for $75. Mr. 
Rothermel suggested installing a 40-gallon electric hot water heater with a disconnect in the utility room so that it could be 
turned off when not in use, to save electricity. Ravenna Oil wanted at least $1,100 to replace the current propane heater 
with an oil heater. We will pick up the electric heater and Rothermel will install it.  Mr. Hammar made the motion, 
seconded by Mr. Leet, to have Rothermel Electric install a disconnect switch and 40-gallon electric hot water heater 
(to be purchased by the township) in the church building. Roll call:  Mr. Leet, yes; Mr. Hammar, yes; Mr. Zizka, 
yes.  Motion carried.  Resolution 5-7-09.5   

Mr. Zizka said he had talked with Ted Manfrass, architect, about the township needs. Mr. Manfrass thought $25,000 would 
be more than adequate for a 30x40 pavilion. The building would be oriented north and south, and he suggested putting the 
fireplace on the west wall at the south end. Ms. Hubeny questioned the safety of having an open fireplace inside the 
pavilion. Mr. Leet said he would like us to work with Mr. Manfrass on designing the pavilion. 

Mr. Manfrass also went to the church building and said the back door is ADA compliant and the interior doors do not need 
to be changed. The size of the bathroom is adequate. However, he feels we need at least two restrooms both of which are 
ADA compliant. There was no objection to Mr. Zizka providing a set of blueprints for the church to Mr. Manfrass and his 
contacting the Building Department. The bottom line, however, is that Mr. Manfrass does not think we need to do anything 
to the church building because it is change of use, not change of ownership, that triggers the ADA compliance 
requirements. He does suggest that we replace the slab outside the door and have two hard-surface parking spots adjacent 
to the sidewalk. 

Mr. Zizka reported that we mailed pictures of the plow to Kalida. We are looking at around $5,600 to reuse the old plow 
plus any cylinders that need to be replaced. He will continue to work on equipment for the new truck. 

Mr. Zizka had received a call from a resident about flooding on Hewins Road. There are four lots where the ditch has been 
filled in with culvert pipe, dating back as early as 1946. Mr. Zizka checked with the County Engineer and their policy is to 
remove the pipe and leave an open ditch. Discussion was tabled until the trustees could review the culvert policy they 
adopted in 2008. 

Mr. Hammar said he has been fielding calls regarding rental of the parsonage. A lot of people inquiring have pets.  

Mr. Hammar reviewed the proposal from Weed Wizards, Inc. to spray for weed control at the town hall fence lines and 
playground ($225); Drakesburg Cemetery fence lines ($175); township garage fence lines ($50); Freedom West Cemetery 
fence lines ($100) and Freedom Community Park fence lines, playground and utility area by front entrance ($550). If all 
five locations are contracted, there will be a 15% discount. Mr. Hammar said he uses soil sterilants and the work is 
guaranteed for six months. Mr. Hammar will ask for the guarantee in writing. In response to a question from Mr. Grafton 
who asked what the township paid Scott Puleo for spraying last year, Mr. Hammar said that Scott donated his time and the 
township provided the material (Round-Upfi ).  Mr. Zizka made the motion, seconded by Mr. Hammar, to contract with 
Weed Wizards, Inc., Randolph, Ohio, for weed control at five locations per his proposal received by fax on May 7, 
2009, in the amount of $1,200 less 15% discount.  Roll call:  Mr. Leet, yes; Mr.  

 

Hammar, yes; Mr. Zizka, yes.  Motion carried.  Resolution 5-7-09.6   Mrs. Nicholas asked that the township be 
provided with Weed Wizards, Inc. pesticide applicator permit and certificate of insurance before any work is done. 
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 During the meeting, warrants #4259 - #4300 in the amount of $23,345.66 were presented to the Trustees for approval and 
ordered paid by signature. See the Payment Register which is attached hereto and by reference made a part of these 
Minutes.    

There being no further business, Mr. Hammar made the motion, seconded by Mr. Leet, to adjourn the meeting at 
10:05 pm.  Roll call:  Mr. Leet, yes; Mr. Hammar, yes; Mr. Zizka, yes.  Motion carried.  Resolution 5-7-09.7 

 

              
 Trustee       Trustee 
  
              
 Trustee       Fiscal Officer 
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RECORD OF PROCEEDINGS 
FREEDOM TOWNSHIP TRUSTEES 

REGULAR MEETING 
Thursday, May 21, 2009 

 
 

The Regular Meeting of the Freedom Township Board of Trustees was called to order by Chairman Zizka at 7:30 pm on 
Thursday, May 21, 2009.  Present: Trustees James Hammar, J. J. Leet and John C. Zizka; Rosemary Nicholas, Fiscal 
Officer; Paul Puleo, Zoning Inspector; Charles VanSteenberg, Road Supervisor. Also present: Harold Cain, Charles 
Duffield, Dan Grafton, Sallie Hubeny, Bill McDowell and, for a portion of the meeting, Mr. Gibson, and Ray Kowalka of 
RK Contracting in Berea. 

Mr. Zizka led the assembly in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. Hammar made the motion, seconded by Mr. Leet, to approve the minutes of the May 7, 2009, Regular 
Meeting, as presented.  Roll call:  Mr. Leet, yes; Mr. Hammar, yes; Mr. Zizka, yes.  Motion carried.  
Resolution 5-21-09.1 

Mark Russell, Ellerhorst Insurance, presented information on the OTARMA insurance renewal, reviewing the 
various statements of value, and the premium due. With credits, the total premium is reduced from $11,236.00 to 
$8,026.00. This compares favorably to last year�s premium of $8,373, particularly in light of the fact that we have 
added coverage for the church buildings. Mr. Hammar questioned the wisdom of carrying $1,000 deductible 
comprehensive coverage on the �94 truck. Mr. Russell said he would check on the premium and let the trustees 
know. In response to a question from Mr. Leet, Mr. Russell said you cannot get replacement value on a regular 
truck which is classified as a private passenger-type vehicle.  

Mr. Leet made the motion, seconded by Mr. Hammar, to accept the OTARMA renewal for the period 5/21/09 to 
5/21/10 for a total premium in the amount of $8,026.00.  Roll call:  Mr. Leet, yes; Mr. Hammar, yes; Mr. 
Zizka, yes.  Motion carried.  Resolution 5-21-09.2 

Mr. Ray Kowalka, of RK Contracting, said he would be bidding on the standing seam metal roofing for the church, but 
recommended that the trustees consider several new products on the market for roofing. He provided samples of shingles 
made out of recycled polymers.  

Public Comment: Ms. Hubeny reported that the latest report for the Bicentennial Committee shows a surplus of 
$21,785 after all expenses. The surplus will be donated to the Portage County Historical Society. It will come with a 
recommendation that the funds be used with an emphasis on history education but no earmarks would be set.  

Zoning: Mr. Puleo provided an update (e-mail) re the Organic Roots property matter. 

Roads: Mr. VanSteenberg reported that they leveled out and seeded the area around the culvert for Tommy Kristoff; he is 
pleased. There is stone and grass in the ditch, and it�s too soft to get in there with a backhoe. Mr. Zizka told them to stay 
away from it, they�d do more damage than good. Mr. Sponaugle said it was sediment but there is more stone than anything 
else. He got flowers from Pochedly�s for the cemeteries and they are all planted. Smalley Road looks good. He met with 
Scott (Engineer�s office) re the Vair Road culvert.  He said there should be no problem in getting a permit which will take 
about 30 days. The permit will be applied for after Scott gets the measurements. It is not necessary to bid because of the 
amount. Mr. Zizka said we need to get the consent of the property owners before any work is done. Mr. VanSteenberg 
reported that the new cemetery land adjacent to Drakesburg Cemetery was inadvertently sprayed for weed control by 
Harold Morrison, who is farming the land next to ours. Mr. Leet suggested letting Mr. Morrison plant our land. Mr. Zizka 
agreed that it was something to consider, and would save us from having to maintain it. Mr. VanSteenberg will talk to Mr. 
Morrison about this.  

The ODOT salt contract for 2009-2010 has been awarded. We will be purchasing our salt from Morton at a cost of $43.20 
per ton. 

Park: Mr. Hammar said he wants to set a time for unveiling of the Master Plan so as to stimulate some interest in the park. 
Once we let him know how many and what size, Mr. Moskos will provide us with copies of the Master Plan which 
incorporates the suggestions made at the meeting on April 23. Mr. Hammar said there have been no more complaints re 
scheduling problems. Mr. Zizka said he talked with Mr. Meduri and he will write a letter to the Hot Stove League about the 
scheduling situation. Since Mr. Schwan does not respond to correspondence or phone calls, Mr. Meduri will send his letter 
to the League president with a copy to the Secretary.  

Cemetery:  The trustees signed deeds for Lesko (794-A) and Powell (797-A). Mr. VanSteenberg said all the footers are in. 

 

Fire: Mr. Leet said they are still working out the contract between the Fire Association and the Board. 
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EMS: Mr. Zizka distributed minutes of the April meeting and the financial statement. They are waiting for their attorney 
who is drafting the sales contract. 

Regional Planning: Mr. Hammar said they will have the final draft of the wind/solar power legislation for review at their 
June meeting. 

Mr. Leet made the motion, seconded by Mr. Hammar, to set the Budget Hearing for July 2, 2009, at 7:00 pm, 
with the Regular Meeting to immediately follow. Roll call:  Mr. Leet, yes; Mr. Hammar, yes; Mr. Zizka, yes.  
Motion carried.  Resolution 5-21-09.3 

Mrs. Nicholas reported that the Health Department charge-backs would increase from $1,706 in 2009 to $1,962 in 
2010, an increase of $256. 

Mr. Zizka made the motion, seconded by Mr. Hammar, to appoint Larry Solak as representative to the Portage 
County 911 Technical Advisory Committee, as recommended by the Portage County Township Association 
at their meeting on May 16, 2009. Roll call:  Mr. Leet, yes; Mr. Hammar, yes; Mr. Zizka, yes.  Motion 
carried.  Resolution 5-21-09.4 

Mr. Leet made the motion, seconded by Mr. Zizka, to adopt the following Resolution:  

WHEREAS, the Freedom Township Board of Trustees is considering the purchase of a 2009 Ford F450 
truck from Kepich Ford, Garrettsville, Ohio, for the price of $25,114.78; and 

 WHEREAS, the Freedom Township Board of Trustees will make application for a Loan with The 
Middlefield Banking Company (�Lender�) to finance t he purchase of this truck in the above amount plus a $150.00 
bank fee for a total Loan of $25,264.78;  

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Fiscal Officer is hereby authorized to negotiate the 
terms of, and execute, on behalf of the Township, any Loan Documents which the Lender may request or require in 
connection with the consummation of the Loan;  

 RESOLVED FURTHER, that any and all actions taken by the Fiscal Officer in connection with the Loan 
Documents prior to the date hereof are hereby ratified, affirmed and approved in all respects; and 

 RESOLVED FURTHER, that the signature of the Fiscal Officer to any of the Loan Documents shall be 
conclusive evidence of the authority of the Fiscal Officer to execute and deliver such Loan Documents on behalf of 
the Township. 

Roll call:  Mr. Leet, yes; Mr. Hammar, yes; Mr. Zizka, yes.  Motion carried.  Resolution 5-21-09.5 

Mr. Hammar reported that Weed Wizards, Inc. had provided the requested certificate of insurance and applicator�s 
license and amended the proposal to include �All sp ray work guaranteed for the 2009 growing season.� T here was 
discussion about the definition of �growing season. � Mr. Zizka wants it to specifically state that the  work is 
guaranteed for six months from the date of application. Mr. Hammar will contact Weed Wizards. 

Mr. Gibson said he had applied another coat of paint to the town hall roof, and used a roller this time to get good 
coverage.  

Mr. Zizka said he had information from Ted Manfrass, architect. Mr. Manfrass� original premise was correct; ADA 
compliance is triggered by change of use, not change of ownership. Mr. Manfrass will send a copy of the prints to 
the Building Department so that we can get an Occupancy Permit. Mr. Manfrass suggested an �Accessibili ty Audit� 
of the church building, which will list what needs to be done to make the building ADA compliant (e.g., lever door 
knobs, grab bars in restroom, etc.) Then we can prepare a timeline for implementing the necessary changes, based 
on a budget of so much per year. He suggests that we do what is readily achievable (sidewalk, 2 hard-surface 
parking spaces, replacing concrete slab) as our budget permits. He can perform the audit for a cost of $1,000. 

Mr. Zizka said he had talked with Mrs. Grafton who thinks the fireplace should be located outside of the pavilion, 
rather than be a part of the structure. He also spoke with Mr. Manfrass who said he could draw up prints for a cost 
of between $1,200 and $1,500.  

Mr. Manfrass will send written proposals for both of these projects to Mrs. Nicholas.  

Mr. Duffield questioned the price for prints which he felt was excessive. Mr. Grafton said this was money that 
would be taken away from the construction of the pavilion. Mr. Cain he thought the township required at least two 
bids for each project. Mrs. Nicholas will contact two other architects (Dave Sommers and Doug Fuller). 

 

Regarding rental of the parsonage, Mr. Hammar said he has two applications plus a couple more who are interested. 
He suggested the trustees meet in executive session to review the applications. No action was taken on this 
suggestion. 
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Regarding the recent report of flooding on Hewins Road, Mr. Zizka spoke with Mr. Meduri about the recent 
flooding on Hewins Road. Mr. Meduri suggested, rather than sending them a letter, that someone stop in and talk to 
them, letting them know there is a problem with the culvert and telling them that repairs need to be made. Mr. Zizka 
said he would talk to the property owners, giving them their options. Mr. Hammar said he wanted to clarify that it is 
the responsibility of the property owner, not the township, to make the necessary repairs, and Mr. Zizka said yes. 

Mr. Meduri had written to Mrs. Brookover regarding the Street Road property, asking for permission to inspect the 
property with a deadline of May 15.  As of May 14, there had been no response. Mr. Leet said they called him, and 
he advised the Brookovers to call Mr. Meduri. After that, he got a call from Mr. Gary Brookover�s father-in-law 
(Tim O�Connor) who said the property was all cleaned up and we can come down any time. Mr. Leet said he again 
told both Mr. Brookover and Mr. O�Connor to call Mr. Meduri. Mr. Zizka said he was asked about pallets on 
Asbury Road and another issue (not confirmed) that allegedly there may be a zoning violation of two dwellings on 
one parcel.  

Mr. Zizka suggested we have the new truck lettered at The Signtist. He and Mr. Hammar went to Concord 
Equipment last week, at Mr. Warfield�s invitation. They looked at a plow hitch on an F-450 and determined that our 
plow will fit this hitch. Seeing as how Concord Equipment has the franchise, Mr. Zizka suggested that we take the 
truck and have Concord put the hitch on and then we will bid the rest of the equipment. Neither Dexter nor Kalida 
want to work with the plow. Concord�s price was $3,256.05. Mr. Zizka made the motion, seconded by Mr. 
Hammar, that we send the 9� Frink plow to Larry Solak to rebuild it and replace two hydraulic cylinders at a 
cost up to $2,000, including the cylinders. Roll call:  Mr. Leet, yes; Mr. Hammar, yes; Mr. Zizka, yes.  
Motion carried.  Resolution 5-21-09.6 

 During the meeting, warrants #4301 - #4312 in the amount of $5,663.53 were presented to the Trustees for approval and 
ordered paid by signature. See the Payment Register which is attached hereto and by reference made a part of these 
Minutes.    

There being no further business, Mr. Hammar made the motion, seconded by Mr. Leet, to adjourn the meeting at 
10:10 pm.  Roll call:  Mr. Leet, yes; Mr. Hammar, yes; Mr. Zizka, yes.  Motion carried.  Resolution 5-21-09.7 

 

              
 Trustee       Trustee 
  
              
 Trustee       Fiscal Officer 
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RECORD OF PROCEEDINGS 
FREEDOM TOWNSHIP TRUSTEES 

REGULAR MEETING 
Thursday, June 4, 2009 

 
 

The Regular Meeting of the Freedom Township Board of Trustees was called to order by Chairman Zizka at 7:05 pm on 
Thursday, June 4, 2009.  Present: Trustees James Hammar, J. J. Leet and John C. Zizka; Rosemary Nicholas, Fiscal 
Officer; Paul Puleo, Zoning Inspector; Charles VanSteenberg, Road Supervisor. Also present: Harold Cain, Charles 
Duffield, Dan Grafton, Sallie Hubeny, Roy Martin, Bill Sponaugle. 

Mr. Zizka led the assembly in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. Zizka made the motion, seconded by Mr. Hammar, to accept the proposals submitted for re-roofing the 
church building.  Roll call:  Mr. Leet, yes; Mr. Hammar, yes; Mr. Zizka, yes.  Motion carried.  Resolution 6-
4-09.1 

Mrs. Nicholas reported that ten proposals were received. Each was opened as follows: 

 Triple S Construction, Garrettsville .......................................................... $28,780 
 JMG Construction, Dover ........................................................................... 28,500 
 A-STAR Architectural Siding, Oakwood Village ....................................... 24,622 
 Commercial Roofing & Coating Systems, Garrettsville ............................. 36,000 
 Kurtz Bros. Construction, Middlefield ........................................................ 23,900 
 Schalmo Builders, Inc., Canal Fulton ......................................................... 27,500 
  Alternate Bid using Shingles ............................................................ 15,000 
 RK Contracting, Berea ................................................................................ 72,642 
  Alternate Bid using Polymer Tiles ................................................... 70,504 
  Alternate Bid using Steel Shingles ................................................... 61,878  
 Classical Construction, Apple Creek .......................................................... 21,450 
 Phoenix Construction, Mantua .................................................................... 60,971 
 Advanced Metal Roofing, Chardon ............................................................ 20,975 

Mr. Zizka will deliver the proposals to Mr. Meduri for his review, prior to the Trustees awarding a contract. 

Mr. Duffield asked about performance bonds. Mr. Zizka replied that this was omitted from the specifications. Mrs. 
Nicholas suggested that a performance bond be required from the successful bidder, even if the township has to pay for it. 

Mr. Hammar made the motion, seconded by Mr. Leet, to approve the minutes of the May 21, 2009, Regular 
Meeting, as presented.  Roll call:  Mr. Leet, yes; Mr. Hammar, yes; Mr. Zizka, yes.  Motion carried.  
Resolution 6-4-09.2 

Public Comment: 

Mr. Sponaugle, referencing the minutes of the last meeting, said he disagreed with the statement made by Mr. 
VanSteenberg at the last meeting, regarding stone in the ditch. He said it is mostly dirt coming from the new ditch 
and it is blocking the creek (Hinckley Creek). Mr. Zizka said he noticed mostly stone. Mr. Sponaugle said the creek 
is practically closed off, and that Mr. Zizka needs to look at it again; Mr. Zizka said he would do so.  

Zoning: Mr. Puleo reported that two ag exempt permits were issued last month. The work on the cell tower on 
Hankee Road has been completed. A final violation notice was sent today regarding the Ballentine property; there 
has been no response to earlier notices.  

The trailer on the Organic Roots property has been inspected and there was no asbestos. They are waiting on a burn 
permit from the fire department. Mr. Zizka said he thought we should require a demolition permit. Mr. Puleo said 
our zoning fee schedule lists a demolition certificate fee of $20 which is non-refundable and a demolition bond fee 
of $.50 per square foot, for demolition of structure/building, including basements, garages and all floor areas (total 
square footage) which is refundable upon completed inspection. After discussion, Mr. Hammar made the motion, 
seconded by Mr. Zizka, to reestablish our requirement for demolition certificate and bond as per our current 
zoning fee schedule. Roll call:  Mr. Leet, yes; Mr. Hammar, yes; Mr. Zizka, yes.  Motion carried.  Resolution 
6-4-09.3  

Regarding the Amy Brookover property, Mr. Zizka said that he talked with Mr. Meduri who suggested that trustees 
Leet and Hammar request to go on the property and also advise the property owner that pictures will be taken.  Mr. 
Leet and Mr. Hammar to contact Mrs. Brookover. 
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Roads: Mr. VanSteenberg reported that berms have been mowed and the plow was taken to Solak Automotive on 
Tuesday. They took 30 of the wood folding chairs to the church building and there are 40 in the garage. The new 
chairs are at the town hall. They will be putting stone on Goodell Road to fill in the holes. He needs a floor jack; the 
one they had broke. Mr. Zizka said that Sears has a 4-ton floor jack on sale for $99.99. He will also check with the 
tool shop in Garrettsville. No action was taken on the jack.  

Mr. Leet said that about ten days ago, Mr. Bonner called him, asking if we were going to put some dust control on 
Goodell Road. Mr. Leet asked Mr. VanSteenberg to check on calcium chloride, and apparently nobody is doing it 
any more. Brine for dust control has been banned. Regarding Goodell Road, Mr. Zizka said that when Mr. Bonner 
rejected the offer made by the township at the pre-trial, everything was taken off the table. He did say, however, 
that we should make it a point to look at it.  

The brush pick-up was held Monday (first Monday of every month). There were four stops. Mr. Hammar asked if 
we could save driving the approximately 56 miles by having residents call in when they have brush to pick up. Mr. 
Zizka responded that the way they have been doing it has been working fine. No changes were made.  

Mr. Hammar continues to work on getting a permit for a water well at the garage. He will get some prices per foot 
for drilling. Mr. Zizka will check with the hydrologist. Mr. Sponaugle suggested that if the water was not going to 
be used for drinking, the township could save the cost of a well by pumping the water from the Strawman-Fleming 
ditch. Mr. Cain suggested that the water be made potable, and Mr. Hammar said he would check into it. 

Park: Mr. Hammar said that Mr. Moskos will be sending us copies of the Master Plan (2 large, 6 medium, 12 small 
plus an electronic copy).  Mr. Ernest Hauck was expected to be at tonight�s meeting to discuss taking hay off the 
park property. Mr. Puleo said that on Sunday somebody was horse riding at the park. Mr. Hammar said he had no 
problem with horseback riding so long as it did not present a problem for others. Mr. Zizka agreed. Mr. Cain 
objected, noting that horses will cause damage if the ground is soft. Mr. Cain said he is also opposed to someone 
going on the property with a farm tractor and cutting it up.  

Cemetery: Mr. Zizka asked Mr. VanSteenberg if he had contacted Mr. Morrison about farming the land that had 
been sprayed. Mr. Hammar said he didn�t spray that much; however, as suggested at the last meeting, he will talk 
with Mr. Morrison about farming it so that we don�t have to maintain it. 

New Business: 

Mrs. Nicholas reported that, according to Mark Russell of Ellerhorst Insurance, carrying only liability coverage on 
the 1994 truck will save the township $340 per year. Mr. Hammar made the motion, seconded by Mr. Zizka, to 
drop everything except liability coverage on the 1994 truck.  Roll call:  Mr. Leet, yes; Mr. Hammar, yes; Mr. 
Zizka, yes.  Motion carried.  Resolution 6-4-09.4  Mrs. Nicholas will so notify Ellerhorst. 

Mr. Leet made the motion, seconded by Mr. Zizka, to elect the following members to the OPWC District Seven 
Local integrating Committee:  F. James Hammar, Freedom Township; Daniel Whiting, Burton Township; 
and Ed Demshar, Harpersfield Township. Roll call:  Mr. Leet, yes; Mr. Hammar, yes; Mr. Zizka, yes.  
Motion carried.  Resolution 6-4-09.5  Mrs. Nicholas will fax the ballot as required by the June 19 deadline. 

Discussion followed regarding Issue 1 applications. Mr. Leet made the motion, seconded by Mr. Hammar, to re-
apply for Issue 1 next year for Hankee Road and also for Stamm Road. Roll call:  Mr. Leet, yes; Mr. 
Hammar, yes; Mr. Zizka, yes.  Motion carried.  Resolution 6-4-09.6 Mr. Leet and Mr. VanSteenberg will check 
with Hiram Township to see if they would also apply for Hankee, although Mr. VanSteenberg said that Hiram 
recently did their portion of Hankee.   

Mr. Zizka made the motion, seconded by Mr. Hammar, to reimburse for registration, hotel, taxi, parking, meals, 
mileage and incidentals for the Fiscal Officer or any Trustee who attends the Ohio Township Summer Conference 
in Marietta. Roll call:  Mr. Leet, yes; Mr. Hammar, yes; Mr. Zizka, yes.  Motion carried.  Resolution 6-4-09.7 

Mr. Zizka said he had spoken with each of the property owners on Hewins Road and gave them a copy of the 
township�s culvert policy. Everybody was very receptive. The three property owners will get together, discuss it and 
decide on what they are going to do. Mr. VanSteenberg said he had been out there as well and discussed his 
findings. Mr. Zizka said the property owners have three options; they can hire a contractor, the township can do it 
and they can pay the township, or the township can restore it to an open ditch, which they indicated they did not 
want. 

Church Property: Mr. Hammar has five applicants who are interested in renting the house. Mr. Zizka had prices on 
a 40-gallon electric hot water heater for the church:  Garrettsville Hardware $269 (with our 10% discount); 
Windham Hardware $250; and Lowe�s $255. We can install it ourselves, and he will check with Rothermel on  

 

the cost of wiring. Mr. Leet made the motion, seconded by Mr. Hammar, to purchase a 40-gallon electric hot 
water heater for the church building from Windham Hardware at a price of $250.  Roll call:  Mr. Leet, yes; 
Mr. Hammar, yes; Mr. Zizka, yes.  Motion carried.  Resolution 6-4-09.8 
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During the last heavy rains, there was water in the basement of the house. Mr. Zizka said that Tony VanSteenberg 
cleaned the downspouts, all of which were plugged, and what he could of the tile line which is also plugged. There 
was a question as to whether or not the sump pump was working. Mr. Cain suggested a battery back-up for the 
pump. 

Mr. Cain asked a question about the new septic system regulations, which led to a discussion of pending legislation.  

At 9:30 pm, Mr. Hammar made the motion, seconded by Mr. Zizka, to move to executive session to discuss the 
sale or lease of property. Roll call:  Mr. Leet, yes; Mr. Hammar, yes; Mr. Zizka, yes.  Motion carried.  
Resolution 6-4-09.9 

At 9:52 pm, Mr. Leet made the motion, seconded by Mr. Zizka, to return to regular session. Roll call:  Mr. Leet, 
yes; Mr. Hammar, yes; Mr. Zizka, yes.  Motion carried.  Resolution 6-4-09.10 

 During the meeting, warrants #4313 - #4346 in the amount of $23,778.58 were presented to the Trustees for approval and 
ordered paid by signature. See the Payment Register which is attached hereto and by reference made a part of these 
Minutes.    

There being no further business, Mr. Leet made the motion, seconded by Mr. Hammar, to adjourn the meeting at 
9:56 pm.  Roll call:  Mr. Leet, yes; Mr. Hammar, yes; Mr. Zizka, yes.  Motion carried.  Resolution 6-4-09.11 

 

              
 Trustee       Trustee 
  
              
 Trustee       Fiscal Officer 
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RECORD OF PROCEEDINGS 
FREEDOM TOWNSHIP TRUSTEES 

SPECIAL MEETING 
Wednesday, June 10, 2009 

 
 

The Special Meeting of the Freedom Township Board of Trustees was called to order by Chairman Zizka at 2:03 pm on 
Wednesday, June 10, 2009.  Present: Trustees James Hammar, J. J. Leet and John C. Zizka; Rosemary Nicholas, Fiscal 
Officer; Also present: Eddie Miller of Classical Construction and Denise Bly of The Villager. 

The purpose of the meeting was to award a contract for re-roofing the former Methodist Church building. Notice of the 
Special Meeting was sent by fax to the Record Courier on Tuesday morning, June 9. 

Mr. Zizka said that he and Mr. Hammar had met with Chris Meduri, who reviewed the ten proposals received. It is the 
recommendation of Mr. Meduri that we disqualify the low bidder (Advanced Metal Roofing, Chardon, $20,975) due to the 
fact that his proposal did not meet the specifications. Mr. Zizka said he had talked with the low bidder on Monday 
morning, who confirmed that he did not quote the furring strips, which were part of the specifications. Mr. Meduri�s 
opinion was that the township would be more in danger of bidders who did include furring steps in their price challenging 
that the low bidder had an unfair advantage. 

The second lowest bidder was Classical Construction, Apple Creek ($21,450). Mr. Miller had submitted a copy of 
his liability insurance coverage (naming Freedom Township as additional insured) with his proposal. Based on the 
opinion of the Assistant Prosecutor and the proposal submitted, Mr. Zizka made the motion, seconded by Mr. 
Hammar, to award the contract for re-roofing the former Methodist Church building to Classical 
Construction in the amount of $21,450. Roll call:  Mr. Leet, yes; Mr. Hammar, yes; Mr. Zizka, yes.  Motion 
carried.  Resolution S-6-10-09.1 

Mr. Zizka noted that the specifications did not call for a Performance Bond and discussion followed as to whether 
one would be required for this contract. If so, the cost of the bond would be in addition to the contract amount. After 
discussion, Mr. Zizka made the motion, seconded by Mr. Hammar, to dispense with the performance bond 
requirement on the contract with Classical Construction to re-roof the former Methodist Church building.  
Roll call:  Mr. Leet, yes; Mr. Hammar, yes; Mr. Zizka, yes.  Motion carried.  Resolution S-6-10-09.2 

Mr. Miller and the Board of Trustees signed the Agreement for this work, and Mr. Miller was provided with 
documents (Affidavit ORC 3517.13; Affidavit ORC 5719.042; Non-Collusion Affidavit) to be signed, notarized 
and returned to the Fiscal Officer. 

Mr. Zizka said he had received a number of calls from residents wanting to rent chairs and tables. Since this was not 
on the agenda for this meeting, no action was taken. It will be added to the agenda for the next meeting of the 
Trustees. 

There being no further business, Mr. Hammar made the motion, seconded by Mr. Leet, to adjourn the meeting at 
2:58 p.m.  Roll call:  Mr. Leet, yes; Mr. Hammar, yes; Mr. Zizka, yes.  Motion carried.  Resolution S-6-10-
09.3 

 

              
 Trustee       Trustee 
  
              
 Trustee       Fiscal Officer 

 

 

/ 
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RECORD OF PROCEEDINGS 
FREEDOM TOWNSHIP TRUSTEES 

REGULAR MEETING 
Thursday, June 18, 2009 

 
 

The Regular Meeting of the Freedom Township Board of Trustees was called to order by Chairman Zizka at 7:30 pm on 
Thursday, June 4, 2009.  Present: Trustees James Hammar, J. J. Leet and John C. Zizka; Rosemary Nicholas, Fiscal 
Officer; Paul Puleo, Zoning Inspector; Charles VanSteenberg, Road Supervisor. Also present: Harold Cain, Charles 
Duffield, Dan Grafton, Ernie Hauck, Sallie Hubeny, Roy Martin, Bob Miner, Bill Sponaugle. 

Mr. Zizka led the assembly in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. Hammar made the motion, seconded by Mr. Leet, to approve the minutes of the June 4, 2009, Regular 
Meeting, as presented.  Roll call:  Mr. Leet, yes; Mr. Hammar, yes; Mr. Zizka, yes.  Motion carried.  
Resolution 6-18-09.1 

Mr. Hammar made the motion, seconded by Mr. Leet, to approve the minutes of the June 11, 2009, Special 
Meeting, as presented.  Roll call:  Mr. Leet, yes; Mr. Hammar, yes; Mr. Zizka, yes.  Motion carried.  
Resolution 6-18-09.2 

Public Comment:  

Mr. Sponaugle commented on mowing at the park, stating that his understanding was that the trustees planned to 
have it mowed once a year. He suggested that during the months of May through September, the area on the east 
side of the ditch be mowed at least once a month. He also added that if they let someone take the hay, he would like 
to see it stipulated that if there is any damage (ruts, etc.) the person taking the hay would be responsible to make 
any necessary repairs. He said that Mr. Cain did a lot of work at the park and it would be a shame to see it 
destroyed. 

Zoning: Mr. Puleo said he issued one bond and permit for demolition. The other person is going to wait for a 
definite date from the fire department on when the burning will take place. He said Mr. Ballentine has decided to 
hire an attorney instead of trying to work out the apartment violation. Mr. Zizka said when this first came to light, it 
was about multiple apartments which the property owner did not deny; he said he had the required square footage. 
Nobody is disputing the fact that there was one apartment originally; the question now is, how many apartments are 
there. Mr. Puleo was advised to refer the matter to the Prosecutor�s office. 

Mr. Puleo said that ZonePro was offering on-line backup service for $100 per year, which would be added to our 
standard maintenance agreement. This would require a router to network the two computers so both would have 
high speed internet service. Mr. Zizka made the motion, seconded by Mr. Leet, to purchase a router (up to $20) 
and to subscribe to the ZonePro on-line back-up service for $100 per year.  Roll call:  Mr. Leet, yes; Mr. 
Hammar, yes; Mr. Zizka, yes.  Motion carried.  Resolution 6-18-09.3  Mr. Puleo will check with Mr. Mikulski 
to get his opinion on a router, or see if he would provide one.  

Mr. Leet reported on the inspection he and Mr. Hammar made on the Amy Brookover property. Photos were taken. 
He said there are still some items to be cleaned up but it is much improved and they are working on it. Mr. Hammar 
said he would take the photos to Mr. Meduri and give him a status update. No further action was taken at this time. 

Mr. Hammar reported on the meeting of the Zoning Commission last night. They have a number of items lined up 
and ready to go. He delivered the proposal to the Zoning Commission on the recommendations made by Regional 
Planning dealing with wind turbines and solar energy. Mr. Zizka said that according to the state power siting board, 
anything under 5 megawatts is controlled by zoning; he asked why then did the RPC study talk about 100K 
(100,000 watts)? Both Mr. Zizka and Mr. Hammar expressed disappointment with the study. Mr. Hammar notified 
the board that the Zoning Commission will not meet in July; they will resume their regular schedule in August. 

Roads: Mr. VanSteenberg reported on another successful trash drop-off. Traffic was steady the entire three days. 
We had five full dumpsters and one ¾ full which the y will pick up later. We received $1,309.50 from C&B for the 
scrap metal. We had one full dumpster of tires and a few in another one, which will go to Solid Waste.  He talked 
with Larry Solak who said he is working on the plow. Mr. Zizka picked up the four-ton jack from Sear�s.  

They worked on the house, cutting off the damp drywall at the bottom. He said the chimney is clean but they need 
chimney covers. Silco will be out for maintenance on the fire extinguishers. After discussion, Mr. Leet made the 
motion, seconded by Mr. Zizka, to purchase two new fire extinguishers from Silco for the church. Roll call:  
Mr. Leet, yes; Mr. Hammar, yes; Mr. Zizka, yes.  Motion carried.  Resolution 6-18-09.4  
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Mr. Zizka will check on prices for chimney caps, light and smoke detectors for the house. Mr. Hammar will have 
Marshall�s clean the living room carpet. 

He and Mr. Leet met with Scott Miller of the Engineer�s office re Issue 2. We turned in Hankee and Stamm, and 
Hiram turned in their section of Hankee with us. We�re looking at $60,000 (township�s share) to do bot h roads. We 
should know something about Vair Road by late July or early August; still waiting for the County to do the 
measurements. Our share for the Vair Road project will be between $3,000 and $4,000.  

Mr. Leet looked into dust control for Goodell Road. Mr. Zizka said he received a call from Mr. Walls who lives on 
Goodell, complaining about dust; he tried several times to reach him. Mr. Leet said that one township in Geauga 
County uses Ballentine/NE Ohio Oil. He will dump brine at no charge so long as they have trucks running. The 
Ohio EPA in Columbus issues the permit. It would cost between $3,000 and $3,500 to treat one time with calcium 
chloride. Mr. Zizka said he checked with Ravenna Oil about dust control. They came out and looked at the site. 
They suggest applying 4,000 gallons of DustBond, at a cost of $.60/gallon ($2,400). They said life expectancy is 2-
3 months but heavy traffic would chew/churn it up. Mr. Zizka said he is receptive to the two property owners 
having this problem with dust. On the other side, why all of a sudden, in June 2009, do we have a dust problem?  
The township previously did not use limestone. Now somebody without authorization, put an undesirable product 
on the road. Now we are expected to address the problem morally, ethically and financially. Mr. Meduri checked 
the records, and confirmed that #304 limestone was applied by Mr. Bonner. Mr. Hammar made the motion, 
seconded by Mr. Zizka, that Mr. Leet contact Mr. Ballentine about applying brine on Goodell Road for dust 
control. Roll call:  Mr. Leet, yes; Mr. Hammar, yes; Mr. Zizka, yes.  Motion carried.  Resolution 6-18-09.5  
Mr. Zizka suggested that we do nothing until we have the EPA permit in hand. 

Park: Mr. Hammar had the print-outs provided by Mr. Moskos of the Park Master Plan and pointed out various 
elements of the Plan. Mr. Hammar said he plans to contact the High School Superintendent about getting the 
science class involved in building a nature classroom at the park. Mr. Zizka said the township received a check from 
GPD Associates in the amount of $301. This is a donation from their employees in honor of Earth Day and is 
offered as �seed money� to be used for trees at the  park.  

Mr. Hauck said it was still his intention to harvest the hay from the park (closest to Streeter Road as well as the area 
south of there) and hopes to get started as soon as the weather permits. Any hay harvested will be removed from the 
site. He would hope to get a second cutting in the fall. Mr. Zizka suggested we mark the area where the hay will be 
taken. Mr. Hauck suggested we mow everything except where he can take the hay. With regard to Mr. Sponaugle�s 
earlier comment, Mr. Hauck said he won�t be causing any damage. Ms. Hubeny said she did not think any 
equipment other than our mower should be allowed on any area where Harold Cain did all this work. Mr. Zizka 
responded that we mow with the same type of equipment as a farm tractor which Mr. Hauck will be using. Mr. 
Hauck said he would sign the agreement, have it notarized, and send it to the Fiscal Officer.  

Mr. Cain asked why we let the grass on both sides get so high at the park. Mr. VanSteenberg said it won�t be 
mowed until the trustees decided on what they want to do with regard to mowing. Mr. Zizka asked Mr. 
VanSteenberg to mow it with the flail mower. Mr. Cain expressed concern that the cut grass, being so heavy, would 
kill the grass underneath, and added that he would like to see the trustees take action that the park will be mowed. 
Mr. Zizka said that when somebody donates to the township (time, effort, services and labor, monetary, material, 
equipment) and sets no conditions up front, he does not think it is proper to come back after the fact and ask that 
conditions be set. He told Mr. Cain that we are appreciative of all he did but it is the recommendation of the 
professional planner that we maintain the park, not mow it. Another factor is the cost involved, noting that in 
previous years we have spent as much as 20 hours per week on mowing. After more discussion, Mr. Leet made the 
motion, seconded by Mr. Hammar, that we basically maintain the front part of the park the way it is now, and 
the treed area on either side of the ditch is to be mowed as needed so that the mower can handle it without 
creating a bunch of straw.  Roll call:  Mr. Leet, yes; Mr. Hammar, yes; Mr. Zizka, yes.  Motion carried.  
Resolution 6-18-09.6  In response to a question from Mr. Cain, Mr. Duffield said we should mow it enough to 
maintain it but don�t make it like a yard. 

Mr. Zizka said we had received notice from the OTA that we can expect up to a 20% cut in our Local Government 
Funding. 

Fire: Mr. Leet said they are still working on the contract. 

EMS: Mr. Zizka said that as of last Friday the attorney representing the EMS District had figures showing that 
Community Ambulance owes $50,000 to the 401K plan which the EMS District is going to absorb. Hopefully the 
sales agreement will materialize in the next couple of weeks. 

Regional Planning: Mr. Hammar said they had a presentation on how to use the GIS program.  

Fiscal Officer: Mrs. Nicholas asked for more time to look into naming Middlefield Bank as the township�s 
depository.  

New Business: 
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Horseback riding at the park. Mr. Zizka said this is something we are going to have to monitor. If we have people 
riding when it is wet, it will cause damage. We won�t encourage it but we will keep an eye on it. 

Rental of Tables/Chairs to Residents. Mr. Zizka said he had received a number of requests regarding this. At Mr. 
Zizka�s suggestion, Mr. Hammar made the motion, seconded by Mr. Leet, to set fees as follows, retroactive to 
June 1, 2009, to rent the old tables (5) and old wooden folding chairs (60): $1.00 per table and $.25 per chair, 
with a $35 refundable deposit for 30 chairs or less and a $70 refundable deposit for 31 or more chairs. Roll 
call:  Mr. Leet, yes; Mr. Hammar, yes; Mr. Zizka, yes.  Motion carried.  Resolution 6-18-09.7  In response to a 
question from Ms. Hubeny, the trustees confirmed that rentals would be restricted to township residents. 

Mrs. Nicholas presented price information on new folding chairs and tables for the church. Mr. Hammar will check 
out prices at Sam�s Club. No action was taken. 

Mr. Hammar discussed the posting of concealed carry signs on township property. According to the ORC, signs 
apply only to enclosed areas not open spaces such as parks, and Mr. Hammar said the township could be sued for 
improper posting. He said he had no problem with signs that say �no hunting or shooting.� Mr. Hammar m ade the 
motion, seconded by Mr. Leet, to remove concealed carry signs from township parks and cemeteries and 
replace with �no discharge of firearms� signs. Roll  call:  Mr. Leet, yes; Mr. Hammar, yes; Mr. Zizka, yes.  
Motion carried.  Resolution 6-18-09.8   

Mr. Zizka made the motion, seconded by M. Hammar, to allow the Garfield Historical Society to use the church 
building on August 17, 2009, for their meeting and potluck dinner, at no charge, as we do other non-profit 
organizations. Roll call:  Mr. Leet, yes; Mr. Hammar, yes; Mr. Zizka, yes.  Motion carried.  Resolution 6-18-
09.9 

Mr. Hammar said the house has been rented and they will move in July 1. Mr. Meduri has reviewed and approved 
the lease. He is looking at replacing seven glass block windows and has one quote for $1,850.  

Mr. VanSteenberg and Mr. Zizka will go out to Hewins Road next week regarding the culvert problems. 

Mr. Zizka spoke about the meeting on June 25 at the County Engineer�s office re storm water mandate, to be 
followed by public hearings. Mr. Zizka has been appointed to the Upper Cuyahoga River Task Force which will 
meet June 24 at the Akron Water Works. 

Mr. Hammar provided an update on a water well for the garage. He will obtain quotes. We cannot have potable 
water at the garage because it is built on a landfill. Mr. Zizka contacted the hydrologist who said their well is 298� 
cased 198� down. This well is for them to monitor the water table and they want to be informed if we drill a well; 
they also want our well to be as far away from their well as possible.  

Mr. Zizka reviewed quotes receive from Architect Dave Sommers ($3,500 for the pavilion design and $1,100 for 
the ADA compliance study). Mr. Hammar made the motion, seconded by Mr. Leet, to contract with Theodore 
Manfrass, AIA, for architectural services for the pavilion at the town hall in the amount of $1,250 plus 
reimbursable expenses and for the ADA Compliance Audit for the church building in the amount of $1,000 
plus reimbursable expenses, per his quotes dated June 3, 2009.  Roll call:  Mr. Leet, yes; Mr. Hammar, yes; 
Mr. Zizka, yes.  Motion carried.  Resolution 6-18-09.10 

 During the meeting, warrants #4347 - #4359 in the amount of $5,389.18 were presented to the Trustees for approval and 
ordered paid by signature. See the Payment Register which is attached hereto and by reference made a part of these 
Minutes.    

There being no further business, Mr. Leet made the motion, seconded by Mr. Hammar, to adjourn the meeting at 
10:40 pm.  Roll call:  Mr. Leet, yes; Mr. Hammar, yes; Mr. Zizka, yes.  Motion carried.  Resolution 6-18-
09.11 

 

              
 Trustee       Trustee 
  
              
 Trustee       Fiscal Officer 
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Thursday, July 2, 2009 
 
 
 
The Budget Hearing of the Freedom Township Board of Trustees was called to order by Chairman Zizka at 7:00 pm on 
Thursday, July 2, 2009.  Present:  Trustees James Hammar, J. J. Leet, and  John Zizka; Rosemary Nicholas, Fiscal Officer.   
Also present:  Ernie Hauck, Dan Grafton. 
 
Mr. Zizka led the assembly in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
The Trustees reviewed the proposed 2010 proposed budget, along with reports on appropriation and revenue status and 
comparison of budget and appropriated, as of June 30, 2009.   Mrs. Nicholas had provided the Trustees with information, 
in advance, noting one-time non-ordinary expenditures as well as on-going operating expenditures and other budgetary 
projections for the balance of the year and beginning of next year. 
 
After discussion, Mr. Zizka made the motion, seconded by Mr. Hammar, to approve the Revenues Budget for the 
year 2010 as follows:  
    
    General Fund ....................................................................................... $370,276 
    Motor Vehicle License Tax ....................................................................... 7,400 
    Gasoline Tax .......................................................................................... 169,846 
    Road & Bridge ......................................................................................... 48,268 
    Cemetery.................................................................................................. 13,355 
    Zoning ....................................................................................................... 9,198 
    Permissive Motor Vehicle License Tax ................................................... 26,145 
    Freedom Park ............................................................................................. 1,142 
    Freedom Township Park Development Fund ........................................   11,066 

      $656,696 
  
Roll Call: Mr. Leet, yes; Mr. Hammar, yes; Mr. Zizka, yes.  Motion carried.  Resolution B-7-2-09.1 
 
There being no further business, Mr. Leet  made the motion, seconded by Mr. Hammar, to adjourn the budget hearing at 
7:18  pm.  Vote:  Ayes Unanimous. Motion carried.  Resolution B-7-2-09.2 
 
 
             
Chairman      Trustee 
 
 
             
Trustee       Fiscal Officer 
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RECORD OF PROCEEDINGS 

FREEDOM TOWNSHIP TRUSTEES 
REGULAR MEETING 
Thursday, July 2, 2009 

 
 

The Regular Meeting of the Freedom Township Board of Trustees was called to order by Chairman Zizka at 7:25 pm on 
Thursday, July 2, 2009, following the Budget Hearing.  Present: Trustees James Hammar, J. J. Leet and John C. Zizka; 
Rosemary Nicholas, Fiscal Officer; Paul Puleo, Zoning Inspector; Charles VanSteenberg, Road Supervisor. Also present: 
Charles Duffield, Dan Grafton, Ernie Hauck, Sallie Hubeny, and Bill McDowell. 

Mr. Hammar made the motion, seconded by Mr. Leet, to approve the minutes of the June 18, 2009, Regular 
Meeting, as presented.  Roll call:  Mr. Leet, yes; Mr. Hammar, yes; Mr. Zizka, yes.  Motion carried.  
Resolution 7-2-09.1 

Public Comment:  
Mr. Hauck said he got the hay done on the south field but his equipment is not adequate to get the north field done; 
therefore, he wants the township to go ahead and mow that. He hopes to acquire better equipment so that he can 
handle it at some point in the future. Mr. Zizka called Mr. Hauck�s attention to the fact that he had somebody assist 
him in removing the hay, and that person must also sign the same release that Mr. Hauck did. Mr. Hauck said it is a 
done deal now, but he will keep this in mind for the future.  

Mr. Puleo asked about having the town hall porch columns painted, as mentioned previously. Mr. Zizka said one 
was delaminating and he had suggested that they be replaced with vinyl columns. Mr. Puleo said it was his opinion 
that the deterioration was due to lack of maintenance. 

Zoning: 
Mr. Puleo reported that two demolition permits were issued as well as one garage permit. Mr. Ballentine�s attorney 
called; he is going to try to get things worked out. As of this date Mr. Puleo has not heard back from him. In 
response to a question from Mr. Zizka, Mr. Puleo said that Mr. Ballentine was sent two violation notices and one 
citation. Mr. Zizka asked �what is the Board�s desi re� on this matter. Mr. Hammar said that if we don� t have 
anything other than the number of electric meters at the property, he doesn�t know that there is anything we can do. 
Mr. Zizka said that, according to the file, when the building was expanded there was no documentation as to square 
footage. He asked Mr. Puleo to measure the size of the addition, deduct that, and come up with the square footage. 
Mr. Hammar asked if we are allowed to measure the building without permission, and Mr. Zizka said it is a public 
building, not residential; however, he will get an opinion on this from the Prosecutor�s office. Mr. Puleo said that 
two of the three vehicles at the Organic Roots property are licensed; one is not. Mr. McDowell said that at one time 
there were six vehicles at this property, and not all of them were licensed. 

Roads: 
Mr. VanSteenberg reported that Larry Solak is working on the plow; it will be ready by next Wednesday or 
Thursday. Mr. Solak said for us to get the cylinders. Robeck charges us less than what he pays for them. Mr. Leet 
made the motion, seconded by Mr. Hammar, to purchase two cylinders for the plow from Robeck at a cost of 
approximately $400 each.  Roll call:  Mr. Leet, yes; Mr. Hammar, yes; Mr. Zizka, yes.  Motion carried.  
Resolution 7-2-09.2 Mr. Zizka said that Concord Equipment definitely needs the plow to install the hitch, and he 
told them to go ahead and order the hitch.  

Mr. VanSteenberg said they will start patching Stamm, Hankee and King next week. Pavement Technology applied 
the first coat of crack sealer on Anderson Road; they will do the second step when the weather clears.   

Mr. Leet made the motion, seconded by Mr. Hammar, to purchase 200 tons of grit (for ice control) from 
Brugmann Sand & Gravel at $6.50 per ton. Roll call:  Mr. Leet, yes; Mr. Hammar, yes; Mr. Zizka, yes.  
Motion carried.  Resolution 7-2-09.3 

Mr. Leet had information from ODNR regarding the use of well brine for dust control. The trustees must hold a 
public hearing on the matter (to be published at least five days prior) pass a specific resolution permitting the 
application of brine, and send a copy of that resolution to the State within 30 days of its adoption. Mr. Hammar 
made the motion, seconded by Mr. Leet, to hold a Public Hearing at 7:30 pm, at the July 16th Regular Meeting 
of the Board of Trustees, to consider the use of brine for dust control and ice control on roads in the 
township.  Roll call:  Mr. Leet, yes; Mr. Hammar, yes; Mr. Zizka, yes.  Motion carried.  Resolution 7-2-09.4 
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Park: The last section on the Joeright property has been seeded and the grass is coming up. Mr. Hammar asked if 
we wanted to put grass on the mounds, or should we consider some type of ground cover, so it doesn�t have to be 
mowed.  He said that one of the cooking grills was sawed off and stolen from the park property. Mr. Hammar will 
be working with Chuck Klamer, Garfield Schools Superintendent, on a joint effort for grants for an outdoor nature 
classroom at the park. He will soon be scheduling a meeting of the Park Committee. He has more resources for 
grant opportunities. There was discussion about the weed spraying which was approved in May and which has not 
yet been done. After discussion, it was agreed that Mr. Hammar should notify the Weed Wizard to go ahead and do 
the work at the earliest opportunity. 

Mr. Leet made the motion, seconded by Mr. Hammar, to name Middlefield Banking Company as depository 
bank for the Freedom Township general checking account, effective August 1, 2009.  Roll call:  Mr. Leet, yes; 
Mr. Hammar, yes; Mr. Zizka, yes.  Motion carried.  Resolution 7-2-09.5  Mr. Zizka and Mr. Leet signed the 
depository agreement as Chairman and Vice Chairman, respectively. Three CD�s are coming up for renewal and 
Mrs. Nicholas asked the board for their input. Mrs. Nicholas may consider converting these CD�s to cash, 
depending on the interest rates available at the time. 

Mr. Hammar said he had received a request from a resident who again wanted to sell baked goods at the farmer�s 
market. After discussion, Mr. Zizka made the motion, seconded by Mr. Hammar, to reconfirm the Farm Market 
Guidelines established June 18, 2008, with no revisions. Roll call:  Mr. Leet, yes; Mr. Hammar, yes; Mr. 
Zizka, yes.  Motion carried.  Resolution 7-2-09.6 

Mr. Hammar said the renters have moved into the house. Mrs. Nicholas said that both parties should sign the lease 
agreement, and Mr. Zizka said that both parties should also fill out an application form. Mr. Hammar said he has 
made arrangements with Marshall�s to clean the living room carpet at the house, as well as the town hall carpet, on 
July 27. Mr. Zizka said he was not happy with Mr. Hammar�s decision to lower the security deposit from $500 (as 
agreed upon by the board) to $300. Mr. Hammar said he made an executive decision based on the condition of the 
house. Mr. Zizka responded that there are no executive decisions; all decisions are made by the board at a scheduled 
meeting. 

Mr. Zizka said he and Mr. VanSteenberg met with Henry Luli, contractor, to look at Goodell Road. Mr. Luli 
submitted an estimate of $8,570 to roll a 730� x 20� portion of the existing road, from Limeridge Road east, to apply 
MC30 and double chip and seal. Mr. VanSteenberg noted that the road width is 18�, not 20�. Nonetheless , Mr. Zizka 
said the estimate is quite a bit more than was expected.  

Mr. Hammar had prices from Sam�s Club on 8� tables ($68.42 each) and chairs ($19.54 each).  The matter was 
tabled until the next meeting. 

Mr. Zizka shared with the board a list he had developed of capital improvement projects, identifying those 
committed and proposed for 2009-2011 and approximate cost to the township, He noted that with the purchase of 
equipment in 2008 (big truck replaced, new finish mower) and 2009 (new Ford F-450 and new zero-turn riding 
mower), we should not need any major equipment upgrades or replacements for several years. 

Mr. Hammar said if the income from the rental house continues to come in, he would like to reinvest some of that 
back into the property (basement windows, etc.). Mr. Zizka said the original intent was to use the rental income to 
offset the cost of the church; he would not like to see the entire rental income put back into the house. Mr. Zizka 
also said he would suggest at this time that we do not make the front door of the church ADA compliant because 
that will require the installation of a lift.  

Mr. Hammar reviewed with the board the specifications he had put together, with the help of a local well driller, for 
a well at the garage. Mr. Zizka said he still had questions about a potable vs. non-potable well. He was told that a 
well cannot be drilled without a permit; the only exception would be for agriculture. Mr. Hammar said we cannot 
get a permit to drill a well at the garage.  

Mr. Zizka reported on the SWAPP meeting he attended recently. The purpose is to protect the water source for the 
City of Akron. This is an EPA mandate. In 2003 there were 50 potential contaminated sites along the Cuyahoga 
Corridor; in 2009 the number is up to 438. He also attended a meeting for the Storm Water District. Starting in 
January 2010 residents will be charged $3 per parcel per month for every parcel they own. This affects townships, 
schools and churches and will raise approximately $1.9 million a year. Additional public meetings will be held on 
this issue. 

 During the meeting, warrants #4360 - #4389 in the amount of $24,158.59 were presented to the Trustees for approval and 
ordered paid by signature.  See the Payment Register which is attached hereto and by reference made a part of these 
Minutes.    
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There being no further business, Mr. Leet made the motion, seconded by Mr. Hammar, to adjourn the meeting at 
9:55 pm.  Roll call:  Mr. Leet, yes; Mr. Hammar, yes; Mr. Zizka, yes.  Motion carried.  Resolution 7-2-09.7 

 

              
 Trustee       Trustee 
  
              
 Trustee       Fiscal Officer 
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RECORD OF PROCEEDINGS 
FREEDOM TOWNSHIP TRUSTEES 

REGULAR MEETING 
Thursday, July 16, 2009 

 
 

The Regular Meeting of the Freedom Township Board of Trustees was called to order by Chairman Zizka at 7:25 pm on 
Thursday, July 16, 2009.  Present: Trustees James Hammar, J. J. Leet and John C. Zizka; Rosemary Nicholas, Fiscal 
Officer; Paul Puleo, Zoning Inspector; Charles VanSteenberg, Road Supervisor. Also present: Charles Duffield, Dan 
Grafton, Sallie Hubeny, Bill Sponaugle and Bill McDowell. 

Mr. Zizka led the assembly in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. Zizka noted that the first order of business, as published in the Record Courier, was to hold a Public Hearing regarding 
the use of brine for dust control and ice control on roads in the Township.  Mr. Hammar said he had information from 
Columbus that brine us commonly used in Ohio, for dust control. One of the applicators is in this area, Northeast Ohio Oil 
Field Service. This came up because of a complaint from a resident on Goodell Road re excess dust. Mr. Hammar said this 
brine application would be at no cost to the township and he feels it is a good move to take care of the dust problem.  

Mr. Grafton asked if the brine could get into well water. Mr. Leet said a study was made several years ago and no major 
problems were noted. One well was affected but when the use of brine was discontinued, the well returned to its normal 
condition. Mr. Zizka said one well was located within five feet from the road bed where brine was used for ice control. The 
biggest problem related to taste, not health risk, and within 70 days the wells showed minimal residual impact. Mr. Leet 
said one variable to consider is truck traffic, which may cause more dust. Mr. Zizka said another concern is what impact 
the use of brine will have on the road base this winter. Janet Esposito told him they tried it at the Fairgrounds and it created 
a mess. Road contractors do not recommend using it because of the damage it does to the road base.  Mr. Cain asked if it 
had not been banned because of cancer concerns. Mr. Hammar said the information he had was updated in January �06 and 
it is not mentioned at all. Mr. Zizka cited statistics in the report regarding chemical makeup of brine and evidently there is 
very little concern. The airborne particles are so miniscule it does not present a problem. Mr. VanSteenberg said the 
portion of Goodell Road in question is in pretty good shape, now that we have put stone on it.  

Mr. Zizka said if we vote to adopt this resolution, he would like to see some stipulation to limit the application of brine to 
Goodell Road, east of Limeridge, and that it be for dust control only. He said that we also need to get some agreement from 
Ballentine (Northeast Ohio Field Service) as to what it is going to cost us. After some discussion, it was agreed that the 
resolution should be adopted as presented and that Mr. Zizka�s stipulations would be addressed in a separate resolution. 

Mr. Hammar made the motion, seconded by Mr. Leet, to adopt the resolution permitting the surface application of 
brine as presented: 

WHEREAS, the Freedom Township Board of Trustees wishes to permit the surface application of brine by 
Northeast Ohio Oil Field Service to the roads, streets, highways and other similar land surfaces situated in Freedom 
Township, Portage County, Ohio, which the Township Trustees have the right to administer for the control of dust 
and ice; 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Freedom Township Board of Trustees hereby adopts the 
following Resolution which grants Northeast Ohio Oil Field Service the right to apply said brine to the road 
surfaces of Freedom Township, Portage County. 

Prior to the acceptance of this Resolution permitting surface application of brine, a public hearing was held at the 
Freedom Town Hall. A notice of time, place and content of the hearing was published by the Township Trustees in 
the Record Courier, a newspaper of general circulation in Portage County, Ohio, at least five days prior to the date 
of the public hearing. 

 The surface application of brine in Freedom Township, Portage County, shall be regulated as follows: 

1) Brine shall not be applied: 
a) To a water saturated surface; 
b) Directly to vegetation near or adjacent to surface to be treated; 
c) Within twelve (12) feet of structures crossing bodies of water or crossing drainage ditches; 
d) Between sundown and sunrise except for ice control. 

2) The discharge of brine through the spreader bar shall stop when the application stops; 

3) The applicator vehicle shall be moving at least five (5) miles per hour while the brine is being applied; 

4) The maximum spreader bar nozzle opening shall be three quarters (3/4�) of an inch in diameter. 
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5) The maximum uniform application rate of brine shall be three thousand (3,000) gallons per mile on a 
twelve foot (12�) wide road, or three (3) gallons per sixty (60) square feet on unpaved lots. 

6) The applicator vehicle discharge valve shall be closed between the brine collection point and the 
specific surfaces that have been approved for brine application; 

7) Any valves that provide for tank draining other than through the spreader bar shall be closed during 
the brine application and transport; 

8) The angle of discharge from the applicator vehicle spreader bar shall not be greater than sixty degrees 
(60”) from the perpendicular to the unpaved surface; 

9) Only the last twenty-five percent (25%) of an applicator vehicle�s content shall be allowed to have a 
pressure greater than atmospheric pressure; therefore, the first seventy-five percent (75%) of the 
applicator vehicle�s contents shall be discharged under atmospheric pressure. 

Furthermore, be it known that a copy of this resolution permitting the application of brine to roads, streets, 
highways or other similar land surfaces in Freedom Township, Portage County, shall within thirty (30) days after 
the adoption of the Resolution, be submitted to the Chief of the Division of Mineral Resources Management of the 
State of Ohio. 

Roll call:  Mr. Leet, yes; Mr. Hammar, yes; Mr. Zizka, yes.  Motion carried.  Resolution 7-16-09.1 

Mr. Hammar made the motion, seconded by Mr. Leet, that the application of brine be limited to Goodell Road, 
east of Limeridge, as determined by the Township Road Supervisor. Mr. Zizka moved to amend the motion 
that the application of brine be limited to Goodell Road, east of Limeridge, for dust control only, as 
determined by the Township Road Supervisor. Mr. Hammar seconded Mr. Zizka�s amendment . Roll call:  
Mr. Leet, yes; Mr. Hammar, yes; Mr. Zizka, yes.  Motion carried.  Resolution 7-16-09.2 

Mr. Zizka again reiterated that he wanted something in writing from Mr. Ballentine/Northeast Ohio Oil Field 
Service, as to what it is going to cost (or not cost) the township. Mr. Leet said there would be no cost unless we ask 
that it be applied on a specific date. Mr. Zizka said he would like to have this in writing. 

Mr. Leet made the motion, seconded by Mr. Hammar, to close the Public Hearing at 8:07 p.m. Roll call:  Mr. 
Leet, yes; Mr. Hammar, yes; Mr. Zizka, yes.  Motion carried.  Resolution 7-16-09.3 

The Regular Meeting convened immediately following the Public Hearing. 

Mr. Leet made the motion, seconded by Mr. Hammar, to approve the minutes of the July 2, 2009, Budget 
Hearing, as presented.  Roll call:  Mr. Leet, yes; Mr. Hammar, yes; Mr. Zizka, yes.  Motion carried.  
Resolution 7-16-09.4 

Mr. Hammar made the motion, seconded by Mr. Leet, to approve the minutes of the July 2, 2009, Regular 
Meeting, as presented.  Roll call:  Mr. Leet, yes; Mr. Hammar, yes; Mr. Zizka, yes.  Motion carried.  
Resolution 7-16-09.5 

Public Comment: 

Ms. Hubeny said she had sent a letter out regarding the Freedom Picnic normally held in August. She received 14 
responses all indicating that they had no interest in continuing the picnic and agreeing that the $126 in their 
�treasury� should be donated to the Township�s Park  Development Fund. Mr. Zizka made the motion, seconded by 
Mr. Hammar, to accept the donation of $126.00 to the Township Park Development Fund from the Freedom 
Picnic Committee. Roll call:  Mr. Leet, yes; Mr. Hammar, yes; Mr. Zizka, yes.  Motion carried.  Resolution 
7-16-09.6  The suggestion was made that this donation go toward some type of park entrance identifiers, with the 
balance to come out of the Park Fund. No action was taken. 

Ms. Hubeny reported that the phone box on the east side of the drive at the park (marked �do not touch -danger�) is 
crooked; whoever filled in the parking area with new slag must have hit it. Mr. Zizka said he would call Verizon. 

Mr. Duffield commented on the recycle area, which is a mess. Mr. Zizka said he talked with Bill Steiner about this. 
Mr. Steiner apologized for the condition of the recycling area and said it would be cleaned up tomorrow. A 
personnel problem resulted in our recycling bins not being picked up. 

Mr. Duffield said he just came from a hearing re storm water run-off. Quite a few people were in attendance, many 
comments, but it appears to be a done-deal. It only affects 20 counties out of 88. He is of the opinion they are using 
the EPA to force this through with the threat of $30,000 per day fines. 

 

 

Mr. Sponaugle asked what the township is going to do about excess sediment that came out of the ditch. Mr. Zizka 
said he would take a look at it but the township cannot be responsible for what is washing out of Morrison�s field. 



Year 2009 
Page 938 

Mr. Sponaugle said to forget about it, he would take care of it, but that somebody should have to take responsibility 
other than just the people who live in that area. He added that at one time the township and the county cleaned that 
creek out. 

Mr. Grafton said he had a couple of phone calls concerning the ball field in the new park, more or less referring to 
the fact that grass is growing in the in-field. Mr. Hammar responded that we expected the people who were going to 
use it would take care of it; all it needs is dressed on a regular basis, which has not been done. Mr. VanSteenberg 
said they do run the broom over it every time. Mr. Cain  suggested cutting a small swale west of third base so that 
the water can drain. 

Zoning: Mr. Puleo said he had nothing to report. Mr. Zizka had distributed copies of the Zoning Certificate Waiver, 
as requested by the Portage County Building Department some time ago. Mr. Leet made the motion, seconded by 
Mr. Hammar, to accept the Zoning Certificate Waiver, as presented. Roll call:  Mr. Leet, yes; Mr. Hammar, 
yes; Mr. Zizka, yes.  Motion carried.  Resolution 7-16-09.7 

In response to a question from Mr. Zizka, Mr. Puleo reported on the status of demolition bonds: one will be 
returned, work on the other property is still not done.  

Mr. Hammar is working on scheduling a joint meeting with the Zoning Commission and Regional Planning 
regarding the windmill policy. Mr. Zizka made the motion, seconded by Mr. Hammar, to send a letter to Regional 
Planning expressing our disappointment with the quantity and quality of their recent study on wind turbine 
and solar energy. Roll call:  Mr. Leet, yes; Mr. Hammar, yes; Mr. Zizka, yes.  Motion carried.  Resolution 7-
16-09.8 

Roads: Mr. VanSteenberg reported that Stamm, Hankee, Asbury, Hewins and Gotham have been patched. Vair and 
King still need to be done. He talked with two contractors regarding the culvert on King Road and they both feel the 
beaver situation needs to be taken care of before anything can be done. Mr. Zizka said he would talk with Mr. 
Meduri about this culvert. Larry Solak is still working on the plow for the truck. We need to send a letter to the 
County Engineer asking them to prepare specs for single chip and seal of King Road. We will be asking for two 
quotes, one for limestone with polymer and one for #8 stone with polymer. The survey crew was on Vair and 
marked the road for the crossover. At some point we are going to need to secure permission of the property owners. 
Anderson Road is finished; although it wasn�t in the original contract, Pavement Technology filled in the holes. 
They did it because of the delay in completing the work. He noted that Classical Construction fixed the ruts in the 
church yard, as promised. 

Mr. Zizka said that the central locating service was marking underground lines prior to trenching for phone lines at 
the house. They said they�re not responsible for identifying/marking private electric lines, although he said he 
would mark it in this case. 

Mr. Hammar said he is planning a Park Committee meeting for the 2nd Thursday in August. He will be sending out 
notices to papers regarding our proposed �nature cl assroom.� He talked with the Portage Park District and they are 
interesting in holding nature classes. 

 Fire: Mr. Leet said they think everything has been resolved, and they are waiting for the contract to be finalized. 

EMS: Mr. Zizka distributed copies of the June minutes, financial statement and 2010 budget. 

Regional Planning:  Mr. Hammar said there was nothing significant happening. 

Mr. Hammar said he had asked the renters if they would be willing to pay additional rent if we had central air 
installed in the house and they said they would. No action was taken. 

Mr. Hammar had nothing to report on tables and chairs for the church. 

Mr. Zizka suggested the trustees meet and look at the culvert problems on Hewins Road. 

Mr. Zizka has prepared a draft of the right-of-way policy and will have Mr. Meduri review it. 

Regarding the church roof, there is a concern that perhaps the steeple is not flashed properly. The job foreman 
claims he used end wall flashing where the spire meets the horizontal portion of the roof. It does not appear that 
way from the ground. Mr. Zizka will make arrangements to have it inspected. In the meantime, we are holding back 
$1,450 of the payment due Classical Construction. 

Mr. Zizka reported that Mr. Manfrass is working on blueprints for the pavilion at the town hall park. The trustees 
went over the updated specifications. After discussion, it was agreed to add utilities as time and money allows. This 
will save expense on the cost of the blueprints and the permit fee. 

 

Mr. Leet had a price from Concord of $23,458.74 to equip the new truck. Mr. Zizka said he would contact Kalida; 
they have been calling him. 
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 During the meeting, warrants #4390 - #4409 in the amount of $108,701.03 were presented to the Trustees for approval and 
ordered paid by signature. This includes $75,000 for deposit only to open our new checking account with Middlefield 
Banking Company. See the Payment Register which is attached hereto and by reference made a part of these Minutes.    

There being no further business, Mr. Leet made the motion, seconded by Mr. Hammar, to adjourn the meeting at 
10:18 pm.  Roll call:  Mr. Leet, yes; Mr. Hammar, yes; Mr. Zizka, yes.  Motion carried.  Resolution 7-16-09.9 

 

              
 Trustee       Trustee 
  
              
 Trustee       Fiscal Officer 
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RECORD OF PROCEEDINGS 
FREEDOM TOWNSHIP TRUSTEES 

REGULAR MEETING 
Thursday, August 6, 2009 

 
 

The Regular Meeting of the Freedom Township Board of Trustees was called to order by Chairman Zizka at 7:30 pm on 
Thursday, August 6, 2009.  Present: Trustees James Hammar, J. J. Leet and John C. Zizka; Rosemary Nicholas, Fiscal 
Officer; Paul Puleo, Zoning Inspector; Charles VanSteenberg, Road Supervisor. Also present: Charles Duffield, Harold 
Cain, John Lendway, Joe Goetschius, Ray Pandelli and, for a portion of the meeting, Richard Bonner and Diane Smith 
(Record Courier). 

Mr. Zizka led the assembly in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. Hammar made the motion, seconded by Mr. Leet, to approve the minutes of the July 16, 2009, Regular 
Meeting, as presented.  Roll call:  Mr. Leet, yes; Mr. Hammar, yes; Mr. Zizka, yes.  Motion carried.  
Resolution 8-6-09.1 

Public Comment: None at this time. 

Zoning: Mr. Puleo reported that two permits were issued last month. The broadband router donated by Mrs. Nicholas 
needs a converter box, which she has ordered from Amazon.com. He is still experiencing problems with the broadband 
service, and Mr. Mikulski assures him they are working on it. Mr. Zizka said the Building Department was unable to locate 
the blueprints for the addition on the Ballentine building. Mr. Zizka said he got a call from a resident on Freedom Road 
regarding trash on the neighbor�s property; Mr. Puleo said he would take a look at it.  

Mr. Hammar said Todd Peets, the new Director of the Regional Planning Commission, will be meeting on August 19th at 
7:30 pm with the Zoning Commission, Trustees and anyone who is interested regarding wind turbines and solar power.   

Roads: Mr. VanSteenberg reported that patching is done with the exception of Vair and a couple of spots on King. 
He contacted the central locating service to mark the electric and phone lines behind the garage, in case that is 
where we want to drill the well. The water in the culvert on King Road has dropped 10-1/2�; Mr. Pische ra has been 
doing some work on this. They will pick up the plow from Larry Solak on Monday of next week. The hot water 
heater has been installed at the church.  He said the front cemetery fence needs to be resprayed; it has not started to 
die back yet. Mr. Hammar will contact the Weed Wizard. 

Mr. VanSteenberg had quotes from HLP Hard Labor Paving and Todd Lamb Paving & Excavating for culvert work 
on Slagle Road, culvert work on King Road, and patching at the top of the hill on King Road. After discussion, Mr. 
Leet made the motion, seconded by Mr. Hammar, to contract with Todd Lamb Paving & Excavating in the 
approximate amount of $2,187 to furnish labor, equipment and hauling of asphalt (to be supplied by the 
Township) for asphalt paving of culverts on Slagle and King Roads and patching on King Road, per his 
proposal dated July 29, 2009. Roll call:  Mr. Leet, yes; Mr. Hammar, yes; Mr. Zizka, yes.  Motion carried.  
Resolution 8-6-09.2 

Mr. Leet said that Hankee Road has been approved for Issue 1 funding. The Vair Road culvert work is progressing 
slowly. The County will dig it out and decide whether to replace the culvert as is or consider other options.  

Park: Mr. Hammar said a work session is scheduled for August 13 at 7:30 pm at the town hall. E-mail invitations 
have been sent out, The Villager has been notified and he will be sending a notice to the Record Courier.  

Mr. Leet made the motion, seconded by Mr. Hammar, to approve the Anthem renewal for health coverage 
effective September 1, 2009 at the rate of $3,939.95 per month (a 6% increase).  Roll call:  Mr. Leet, yes; Mr. 
Hammar, yes; Mr. Zizka, yes.  Motion carried.  Resolution 8-6-09.3 

Mr. Zizka made the motion, seconded by Mr. Hammar, to participate in the NOPEC program for electricity for 
township buildings. Roll call:  Mr. Leet, yes; Mr. Hammar, yes; Mr. Zizka, yes.  Motion carried.  Resolution 
8-6-09.4 

Mr. Zizka made the motion, seconded by Mr. Hammar, to not renew membership in the Ohio Cooperative 
Purchasing Program for the year 2010. Roll call:  Mr. Leet, yes; Mr. Hammar, yes; Mr. Zizka, yes.  Motion 
carried.  Resolution 8-6-09.5 

 

 

Mrs. Nicholas reported on a letter from the Portage County District Library indicating that, effective as soon as 
possible, they will suspend Library Express service at the town hall.  The book drops will be locked, signs will be 
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posted at each location, and electric to the locker unit will be cut off. This cutback is due to a decrease in library 
funding. Should funding be restored, they would hope to be able to resume the book drops. 

Mr. Zizka noted that the township had gone through the process of applying for and getting approval for the 
application of brine. A public hearing was held on this matter on July 16. The next day, July 17, Mr. Zizka said it 
appeared that somebody had done some grading on Goodell Road, pushed stone off to the side, and applied some 
type of material (brine?) to the road. He would like to ask the Prosecutor for an injunction to prevent anybody other 
than township employees from working on Goodell Road. Mr. Bonner asked the trustees to tell him what work, if 
any, has been done on Goodell Road, his point being that the township has not done anything to the road since it 
was put back on maintained status. Mr. VanSteenberg said he put down stone and graded it, and mowed. They tried 
to cut the berms back using the backhoe. Somebody (not the township) has graded it and took the crown out. Mr. 
Bonner said if the township mowed, it was after he had already done it. Mr. Hammar said that Mr. Bonner has a 
grader and asked �why can�t we work together instea d of creating an adversarial situation?� Mr. Bonner  said this 
feud has been going on for years,  that the township gets $4,500 a year from the state to maintain that road and they 
don�t spend $500. He said that thanks to the work he has done, the road is in better shape than it has been in the last 
ten years. He added that the road carries a thousand trucks a year with 80,000 pounds on them and is still in the best 
condition it has ever been, and he asked �why are y ou considering filing an injunction against me working on my 
road?�  Mr. Zizka responded that it is not his road , it is the township�s. Mr. Bonner commented on the use of brine, 
that if the road is not graded before the brine goes on, it gets so hard you won�t be able to grade it . Mr. Leet 
suggested that we try to work together and go from there. In response to a question from Mr. Zizka, �w hat does �go 
from there� entail,� Mr. Leet responded possibly so me grading by Mr. Bonner in the future. There was back and 
forth discussion between Mr. Bonner and Mr. Zizka regarding the outcome of the recent court case and how the 
township handles zoning matters. Mr. Zizka made the motion to ask Mr. Meduri to file an injunction preventing 
private citizens from working on Goodell Road. The motion died for lack of a second.  

The trustees reviewed prices for tables and chairs for the church building. After discussion, Mr. Zizka made the 
motion, seconded by Mr. Hammar, to purchase fourteen (14) 6 foot tables at $49.37 each and eighty (80) white 
plastic folding chairs at $19.54 each from Sam�s Club. Roll call:  Mr. Leet, yes; Mr. Hammar, yes; Mr. Zizka, 
yes.  Motion carried.  Resolution 8-6-09.6  We will also purchase one Sam�s Club membership for approximately 
$35 which will allow us to purchase these tables and chairs, and other maintenance items such as paper towels, etc., 
tax-exempt.  

Mr. Hammar reported on the meeting today with Dominion East Ohio Gas. They discussed getting gas to the town 
hall, church and rental house as well as possibly the Congregational Church. Last year the price was $13.70/ft. and 
we would have to pay to bring it to our buildings. This year it is $20.79/ft. and they will trench it to our buildings at 
their expense. We are looking at 571 feet; however, we would get 100 feet free for each house we bring in. At least 
two others are interested, and the rental house would be the third. With 300 free feet, this brings our cost down to 
$5,613 compared to the $14,000 we were looking at last year.  The town hall and church building are considered 
�businesses� and we would also get a credit based o n the previous year�s fuel usage (propane for the town hall, fuel 
oil for the church).  It was agreed that the trustees would continue to pursue this. 

Mr. Zizka said he had discussed the proposed right-of-way policy with Mr. Meduri regarding the right to regulate 
cable installation within the township right-of-way. Mr. Meduri is researching it.  

Mr. Zizka will follow up with the Superintendent of Garfield School regarding brackets for two additional school 
pennants to be located in the township. 

Mr. Zizka had preliminary drawings from Architect Manfrass (about 80% complete) of the proposed pavilion for 
the town hall park.  

Mr. Manfrass had applied for an occupancy permit for the church building, on behalf of the township. However, the 
Building Department rejected the application because it has to be made by the township directly. Mr. Zizka will 
follow through in applying for the occupancy permit.  

Mr. Zizka confirmed that the church steeple is flashed as required and baffles were installed. Caulking is needed in 
some places and the contractor assured him that this would be taken care of.  

Mr. Zizka talked with Jim Bierlair, SWCD, who said that Mr. Pischera is not responsible for removing the dams or 
the beavers on his King Road property. If the water goes over the road, however, it becomes a safety issue. Mr. 
Bierlair suggested that he and the trustees meet with Mr. Pischera on site to discuss options. 

 

 

Mr. Zizka referenced the ballot issue in November to create a livestock board. This move is to head off a ballot 
initiative of the Humane Society of the U.S. 
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Mr. Zizka asked if there was any other business. Mr. Goetschius said he has a produce stand on his property on S.R. 
88 and advertises �fresh vegetables� for sale. He h ad received a number of comments and complaints from 
township residents and others about his neighbor�s sign �not fresh,� obviously referring to Mr. Goetsc hius� produce. 
He asked if there was something the trustees could say or do and the trustees told him there was not. He then asked 
about land encroachment. The neighbor in question had his property surveyed and it was determined that he was 
using property owned by both Mr. Goetschius and Mr. Lendway.  He called  the Sheriff�s department and they told 
him it was a civil matter; the trustees confirmed this. Mr. Goetschius said the property is full of junk to the extent 
that the surveyor could not put in the corner pin. Mr. Zizka suggested he talk to the Zoning Inspector about this 
junk. Mr. Goetschius asked how close a building can be built to the property line. He said it was a barn, and was 
told that barns are agriculture exempt. 

Mr. Pandelli said he wanted to make everyone aware of crime in the northeast quadrant of the township. He had 60 
ft. of copper gas line stolen.  

Mr. Zizka said that the Garfield Historical Society would be meeting at the church on Monday, August 17. This is a 
potluck dinner open to the public. Someone asked if the trustees were getting rid of the pews at the church and was 
told that the pews are part of the church and will remain intact. 

Mr. Hammar asked that discussion of a water well for the garage be included on the agenda for the next meeting. 

Mr. Leet reminded everyone that we need to get the body and hydraulics on order for the new truck. Mr. Zizka said 
he would contact Kalida and set up a Special Meeting of the Trustees next week to consider proposals and award a 
contract. 

 During the meeting, warrants #4501 - #4534 in the amount of $19,353.25 were presented to the Trustees for approval and 
ordered paid by signature. (Note: Warrants #4410 to 4500 for the now-closed Huntington Bank account were voided. The 
new checks for Middlefield Bank start at #4501.)  See the Payment Register which is attached hereto and by reference 
made a part of these Minutes.    

There being no further business, Mr. Leet made the motion, seconded by Mr. Zizka, to adjourn the meeting at 
10:28 pm.  Roll call:  Mr. Leet, yes; Mr. Hammar, yes; Mr. Zizka, yes.  Motion carried.  Resolution 8-6-09.7 

 

              
 Trustee       Trustee 
  
              
 Trustee       Fiscal Officer 
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RECORD OF PROCEEDINGS 
FREEDOM TOWNSHIP TRUSTEES 

SPECIAL MEETING 
Friday, August 14, 2009 

 
 

The Special Meeting of the Freedom Township Board of Trustees was called to order by Chairman Zizka at 10:00 am on 
Friday, August 14, 2009.  Present: Trustees James Hammar, J. J. Leet and John C. Zizka; Rosemary Nicholas, Fiscal 
Officer; Charles VanSteenberg, Road Supervisor, Tony VanSteenberg, Assistant Road Supervisor. Also present: Harold 
Cain, Sallie Hubeny and Scott Hanthorn of Kalida Truck Equipment, Walbridge, Ohio. 

Mr. Zizka led the assembly in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

The purpose of this Special Meeting, as published in the Record Courier, was to review proposals and consider awarding a 
contract for dump body and equipment package for the new Ford F-450 cab and chassis. 

Mr. Zizka noted that Mr. Hanthorn brought Kalida�s quote, which was based on the specifications this board created on 
March 31 of this year. 

The board considered the quote received from Concord Road Equipment Mfg., Inc., Painesville, Ohio, as well as the 
Kalida quote. 

Concord�s quote was $22,565.48. To this add $631.22 for stainless steel dump body; add $819.97 for stainless steel tailgate 
broadcast spreader; deduct $557.93 for standard pin on style coupler, for a net quote of $23,458.74. From this we would 
deduct $3,256.05 for the new plow hitch. 

Mr. Zizka asked about the specs which called for …� AR 400 floor. The Concord quote is for 3/16�; the Kalida quote is for 
…�. Mr. Hanthorn said to deduct $270 from the Kalida quote for 3/16�, adding that 3/16� is used in 95%  of the dump 
bodies; …� is not necessary.  This would bring the Kalida quote to $20,725.00 

A question arose regarding the specification of a 2� universal receiver tube. The Concord quote is for  a ‰� steel pintle 
plate.  Also, the Concord bid does not include tool holders and stainless steel stow-away ladder. Mr. Leet called Concord 
and spoke with Jeff Warfield. Mr. Warfield said the tool holders are included and there would be no difference in price to 
change the pintle to the 2� receiver tube. We would  add $254.92 for the stainless steel reservoir and valve enclosure and 
$203.34 for the stainless steel ladder. 

After all items in question were addressed, the quotes were as follows:  Concord: $21,218.88; Kalida $20,725.00; a 
difference of $493.88..   

Mr. Hanthorn said that Kalida would pick up and return the truck at their expense. He also invited the township officials to 
visit their facility.  

Mr. Zizka called and spoke with the Bloomfield Township road superintendent about their experience with Kalida and was 
told that everything went well; they have not had one ounce of trouble. Mr. VanSteenberg said he had also spoken with this 
gentleman and received the same comments. 

Mr. Leet said he was told that the City of Toledo had a lot of problems with Kalida on sweepers, and these problems were 
never resolved. Mr. Hanthorn said he was unaware of this but assured the trustees that, since Kalida�s new organization in 
2001, quality control is much improved. 

Mr. Hammar asked about parts, and Mr. Hanthorn said they would arrange for the township to get parts locally, through 
their suppliers, or ship the parts to the township via UPS at no cost. He added that if it is a hydraulic issue, they would pick 
the truck up and get it back the next day or so. In response to a question from Mr. Zizka, Mr. Hanthorn said build time 
would be 60 to 75 days after Kalida gets the truck chassis.  

Mr. Zizka made the motion, seconded by Mr. Hammar, to award the contract for the dump body and equipment 
package for the new Ford F-450 cab and chassis to Kalida Truck Equipment, Inc. in the amount of 
$20,725.00. He asked Mr. Hanthorn to draw up the contract and  to include both pick up of the chassis and return of 
the completed truck. Mr. Leet said he was against awarding the contract to Kalida not only because of the distance 
involved but also because of  the quality, customer loyalty and fast turn-around of repairs we have enjoyed with 
Concord over the years. Mr. Hammar acknowledged that Mr. Leet�s comments are important considerations. Mr. 
Zizka said that proximity is a consideration so far as service is concerned, but both Mr. Zizka and Mr. Hammar said 
they would be willing to give Kalida the opportunity to provide this service. Roll call:  Mr. Leet, no; Mr. 
Hammar, yes; Mr. Zizka, yes.  Motion carried.  Resolution 8-14-09.1 
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Mr. Zizka thanked everybody for their time, patience and consideration during this process. He said it would be a good 
idea for the board to visit Kalida to see their operations and to also inspect the completed truck before it is delivered. Mr. 
Hanthorn said that Kalida appreciates the opportunity and assured the board that they would not be disappointed. 

There being no further business, Mr. Hammar made the motion, seconded by Mr. Leet, to adjourn the meeting at 
11:26 am.  Roll call:  Mr. Leet, yes; Mr. Hammar, yes; Mr. Zizka, yes.  Motion carried.  Resolution 8-14-09.2 

 

              
 Trustee       Trustee 
  
              
 Trustee       Fiscal Officer 
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RECORD OF PROCEEDINGS 
FREEDOM TOWNSHIP TRUSTEES 

REGULAR MEETING 
Thursday, August 20, 2009 

 
The Regular Meeting of the Freedom Township Board of Trustees was called to order by Chairman Zizka at 7:30 pm on 
Thursday, August 20, 2009.  Present: Trustees James Hammar, J. J. Leet and John C. Zizka; Rosemary Nicholas, Fiscal 
Officer; Paul Puleo, Zoning Inspector; Charles VanSteenberg, Road Supervisor. Also present: Charles Duffield, Harold 
Cain, Dan Grafton, Sallie Hubeny, Bill McDowell and, for a portion of the meeting, Delmas Conard, his son, and Tina 
Conard. 

Mr. Zizka led the assembly in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. Hammar made the motion, seconded by Mr. Leet, to approve the minutes of the August 6, 2009, Regular 
Meeting, as presented.  Roll call:  Mr. Leet, yes; Mr. Hammar, yes; Mr. Zizka, yes.  Motion carried.  
Resolution 8-20-09.1 

Mr. Hammar made the motion, seconded by Mr. Leet, to approve the minutes of the August 14, 2009, Special 
Meeting, as presented.  Roll call:  Mr. Leet, yes; Mr. Hammar, yes; Mr. Zizka, yes.  Motion carried.  
Resolution 8-20-09.2 

Public Comment: Mr. McDowell spoke to Mr. Leet, regarding the comment he made at the Public Hearing. He 
said that when Goodell Road was put on non-maintained status in 2007, it had nothing to do with how much money 
Mr. Bonner had and he never said anything about this. What he did say was that he could not see spending money 
on somebody running an illegal business in that area. He told Mr. Leet he was elected to uphold the laws of the 
township and asked Mr. Leet why, when he knew that Mr. Bonner was running an illegal business at the time, he 
never said anything. Mr. Leet said he never thought about it.  

Mr. Delmas Conard said his property was surveyed and the surveyor they hired did not do a good job in that he 
moved their property line 20� off the lot line. Mr. Hammar said the surveyor is registered with the State of Ohio and 
asked if they had filed a grievance. They said they had contacted the State and were waiting for the forms to file. 
Tina Conard said the problem is the lot marker was dug up and removed. Somebody from the State told her the lot 
marker is a round disk located on their property and she said she had witnessed someone digging it out of the 
ground. They went to the Tax Map office who referred them to the County Engineer. The County Engineer�s office 
told her they need a letter from the Township Trustees asking that the Engineer reestablish the county lot line 
marker.  Mr. Hammar said this is a situation that needs to be resolved with the surveyor, there is nothing the 
township can do. Mr. Leet said he would call the County Engineer�s office to see what, if anything, can be done.  

In response to a question from Ms. Hubeny, Mr. Zizka said the EMS are on 24-hour shifts which may be filled in 
12-hour increments. She made reference to seeing three of them at the IGA and Mr. Zizka said the vehicle they 
were using belongs to Community Ambulance and the EMS board has no control over how that vehicle is used. 
Eventually, that vehicle will belong to the EMS District who will have better control over its use. 

Mr. Zizka said he wanted to make a public apology to Charlie VanSteenberg for not coming to his defense at the 
Public Hearing when Mr. Bonner called Mr. VanSteenberg a liar. He said there is no cause for anybody to question 
the integrity of any township employee and he apologizes for not stopping the barrage and for not defending a 
township employee. Mr. Zizka said he had apologized to Mr. VanSteenberg in private but wanted to go on record as 
making this public apology. 

Zoning: Mr. Puleo reported that one permit was issued this week. He said that on three occasions (August 13, 15 and 17) 
he found the town hall front door unlocked. Mr. Zizka said this happened to him about six weeks ago and asked Mr. Leet if 
he told those renting the town hall that they could lock the front door and exit the side door. Mr. Zizka will make a label 
reminding everyone to make sure the door is locked when the key is removed.  

Mr. Zizka said the Garfield Historical Society had a dinner Monday night at the church and after dinner they toured the 
township buildings and the Congregational Church. Sometime between 9:00 and 9:30, he noticed the dumpster was full 
and there were trash bags on the ground. On Sunday, the dumpster was empty. 

Roads:  Mr. VanSteenberg said that Todd Lamb worked on Slagle and King Roads. He talked with Scott Miller at 
the Engineer�s office who said that the Vair Road project does not have to be done this year. He asked if he should 
do plans and Mr. VanSteenberg told him yes. He had an estimate from Scott for King Road. He had prices for a 
muffler for the 3910 tractor. Miner, Cortland and Akron Tractor all quoted $131. Mr. Zizka made the motion, 
seconded by Mr. Leet, to purchase a muffler for the 3910 tractor from Cortland Tractor for $131. Roll call:  
Mr. Leet, yes; Mr. Hammar, yes; Mr. Zizka, yes.  Motion carried.  Resolution 8-20-09.3 
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Mr. Zizka said he authorized one-hour overtime for Charlie VanSteenberg for this afternoon for work on Slagle and 
King Roads. Mr. VanSteenberg said the water is still a problem on King Road. Mr. Zizka suggested that we set up a 
meeting with Mr. Pischera at the site to discuss possible solutions. 

Park: Mr. Hammar said the recent Park Committee meeting was sparsely attended. They will continue to pursue their list 
of priorities, grant possibilities, and the �nature  classroom� in conjunction with Garfield Schools. H e has talked with one 
individual about assisting us with grants. Mr. Cain reminded the Trustees that Mr. Joeright had offered to assist us with 
grants some time ago. Ms. Hubeny said that her understanding was that our first priority would be the walking trail. Mr. 
Zizka asked if the walking trail was higher on the list than utilities, which is what Nick Moskos suggested. Mr. Hammar 
said utilities are also on the priority list. Mr. Zizka asked if the Park Committee discussed plantings (Mr. Hammar had 
earlier suggested crown vetch) for the mounds by the Joeright property and Mr. Hammar said they did not. He said he 
would stop by the Agriculture Extension office to see what they recommend. Mr. Zizka asked if we could add some soil to 
the mounds, something better for planting than clay.  

Mr. Zizka said he had three calls from people wanting to use the field for try-outs. John Joeright was elected vice president 
of the Garrettsville Hot Stove; hopefully we will experience better communication with the league. Mr. Joeright said the 
Freedom park field is beautiful, and in great shape, and he would promote its use. Mr. Zizka said he had ordered a 
replacement home plate for $55, and later somebody with a metal detector found the missing home plate buried in four 
inches of dirt. He also found one socket for third base. Evidently when they have been dragging they must be bringing the 
dirt over the top. We need to nicely tell people to be careful to not destroy the bases when they are dragging the field.  Mr. 
VanSteenberg said the gate was found open Wednesday morning; we need to keep this locked to keep the 4-wheelers from 
turfing the ball field.  

Cemetery: Mr. Zizka said we need to adopt rules and they should be posted.  

Fire: Mr. Leet said they are still working on the contract, waiting for the attorney to get it done. 

EMS: Mr. Zizka handed out copies of the minutes. Windham entered into an agreement with the Arsenal. We have an 
agreement that we will be Windham�s backup and are working to assure that if we go to the Arsenal we will be 
compensated at the same rate as Windham. We are hoping to consummate purchase of Community Ambulance and are 
waiting for the Fire District to take over the property. 

Regional Planning: Mr. Hammar reported that the Regional Planning director attended the Zoning Commission meeting 
and talked about the program for wind and solar. Mr. Zizka expressed concern because RPC, in their report, did not get 
very detailed compared to information that is readily available. Mr. Hammar said the Zoning Commission is going to make 
recommendations to amend the Zoning Resolution and then will do an in-depth study on solar and wind. RPC asked 
townships to consider turning over their unused technical hours to them for work on subdivision regulations. Freedom 
Township did not have any carry-over hours. 

Mr. Hammar presented quotations for a water well at the garage. The prices were as follows: Burrows & Sons, 
$5,725 which included electrical work; Economy Well Drilling, Vienna, $5,158; Harper,  $5,884; A&G $5,623 
(they quoted 5� casing; specs called for 6�).  Afte r reviewing each of the quotations, Mr. Leet made the motion, 
seconded by Mr. Hammar, to award a contract to  Burrows & Sons in the amount of $5,725 to drill a water 
well at the township garage on S.R. 700. Roll call:  Mr. Leet, yes; Mr. Hammar, yes; Mr. Zizka, yes.  Motion 
carried.  Resolution 8-20-09.4 

Mr. Zizka reported that he had written a letter to the Building Department requesting an occupancy permit for the 
church. Also the tables (14) and chairs (80) were in place at the church. One of the tables was damaged and Mrs. 
Zizka will take it back to Sam�s Club for a replacement. Our thanks to Mike Patterson, Freedom Road resident, for 
assisting Mr. Zizka in picking up the tables and chairs at Sam�s Club; also, to John and Kathy Zizka for unpacking 
the tables and chairs and setting them up at the church on Sunday, in time for the Garfield Historical Society dinner 
on Monday.  

   During the meeting, warrants #4535 - #4543 in the amount of $4,824.66 were presented to the Trustees for approval and 
ordered paid by signature. See the Payment Register which is attached hereto and by reference made a part of these 
Minutes.    

There being no further business, Mr. Zizka made the motion, seconded by Mr. Leet, to adjourn the meeting at 
10:12 pm.  Roll call:  Mr. Leet, yes; Mr. Hammar, yes; Mr. Zizka, yes.  Motion carried.  Resolution 8-20-09.5 

 

              
 Trustee       Trustee 
  
              
 Trustee       Fiscal Officer 
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RECORD OF PROCEEDINGS 
FREEDOM TOWNSHIP TRUSTEES 

REGULAR MEETING 
Thursday, September 3, 2009 

 
 

The Regular Meeting of the Freedom Township Board of Trustees was called to order by Chairman Zizka at 7:30 pm on 
Thursday, September 3, 2009.  Present: Trustees James Hammar, J. J. Leet and John C. Zizka; Rosemary Nicholas, Fiscal 
Officer; Paul Puleo, Zoning Inspector; Charles VanSteenberg, Road Supervisor. Also present: Charles Duffield, Harold 
Cain, Dan Grafton, Sallie Hubeny, Roy Martin, Karen Martin and, for a portion of the meeting, Mr. Bennett. 

Mr. Zizka led the assembly in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. Hammar made the motion, seconded by Mr. Leet, to approve the minutes of the August 20, 2009, Regular 
Meeting, as presented.  Roll call:  Mr. Leet, yes; Mr. Hammar, yes; Mr. Zizka, yes.  Motion carried.  
Resolution 9-3-09.1 

Public Comment:  Mr. Cain suggested revisions to the time sheets, to include material, fuel used, equipment, 
mileage, and maintenance. Copies were provided to the trustees and Mr. VanSteenberg. Mrs. Nicholas said having 
the materials listed on the time sheets may have been helpful in addressing Mr. Bonner�s concerns re Goodell Road. 

Zoning: Mr. Puleo reported that two permits were issued in August. One demolition permit was issued to Mr. Harris for a 
mobile home on Slagle Road. Mr. Mikulski told Mr. Puleo that he should have a day next week when he can change the 
antenna on the zoning office computer so that we have internet access. The Organic Roots demolition is done and their 
bond has been returned to them, the same with Mrs. Held on S.R. 700. Referring to the Zoning Certificate Application and 
the Permission to Verify form, Mr. Zizka asked Mr. Puleo what happens if somebody does not complete the Permission to 
Verify. Mr. Puleo said then he does not issue a certificate, as instructed by the Board of Trustees. Mr. Zizka suggested that 
the Permission to Verify be incorporated with and become a part of the Application so that only one signature is required. 
Mr. Zizka said he had discussed this with Mr. Meduri, who had no problem with it. 

Roads: Mr. VanSteenberg said he has received many compliments on the work done by Mr. Lamb on Slagle and King 
Roads. He�d like to have him do some work on Stamm.  They took the new truck to Concord Equipment last Tuesday and 
picked it up Monday. The plow carriage has been installed. The well has been drilled at the garage. Mr. Zizka added that 
Kalida wants to pick up the truck September 10 or 11.  

Mr. VanSteenberg said that every time he goes to Goodell Road, it is marked down.  Also, every time he has brine applied 
for dust control (just one time, over a month ago) it is marked down.  He said the weeds in the section at the front of the 
cemetery are still growing, and asked Mr. Hammar if he had contacted the Weed Wizard about re-spraying. Mr. Hammar 
said he would call. 

Regarding the Vair Road culvert, Mr. Leet said they are looking at delineating the swamp prior to going after the permit. 
The cost of the permit is $5,600 and we need to pass a resolution that we are going to pay our 30% share. Mr. Leet 
suggested he call the Army Corps of Engineers, after he gets the plans from the County Engineer. Mr. Leet said he thinks 
the money is still in there for the whole project. Mr. Zizka asked for clarification on why we need a permit from the Army 
Corps. Mr. Leet said it is because of the cleaning out of the stream so that the culvert does not fill in with dirt. Mr. Zizka 
said he was relieved two weeks ago to learn that we were not going to have to go to the Army Corps for a permit, and 
asked Mr. Leet if he had a guesstimate of what this is going to cost. Mr. Leet said he would know more after he picked up 
the plans from the County Engineer�s office.  

Mr. Leet said he had a request for some slag to be put on Goodell Road, before the harvest season. He had a price 
from Rick Kuntz for limestone ($18 per ton) and slag ($15.55 per ton). He estimates it will take five or six loads at 
22 tons per load. Rick will deliver and tailgate it. Mr. Zizka reminded Mr. Leet that we had a dust problem which 
was directly attributable to the limestone that was put down.  Mr. VanSteenberg suggested trying slag. Mr. Zizka 
made the motion, seconded by Mr. Hammar, to purchase up to five loads (not to exceed 110 tons) of #304 slag 
from Rick Kuntz at $15.55 per ton to be applied from the corner up on Goodell Road.  Roll call:  Mr. Leet, 
yes; Mr. Hammar, yes; Mr. Zizka, yes.  Motion carried.  Resolution 9-3-09.2  Mr. Zizka asked Mr. 
VanSteenberg to monitor this.  

Park: Mr. Hammar said he had talked with an individual who is interested in doing grant research for us. She is 
willing and able, and he showed her a list of places to contact. We need to decide on what her compensation would 
be. Ms. Hubeny asked what experience this person had with grant writing. Mr. Hammar said she had no direct 
experience but had worked for Jobs & Family Services and knew how the grant process worked. We had originally 
talked to Becky Carter about this, and Mrs. Nicholas said she thought Becky was waiting to hear back from the 
Trustees. Mr. Hammar asked if we could be expeditious so that we can get moving on this. 
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Mr. Hammar said he will put an article in The Villager asking for volunteers and community input. He will review 
this article with the board before it is published. Mr. Hammar suggested that the field east of the Joeright property 
be smoothed out and kept mowed for a possible future soccer field. Mr. Zizka said the mounds at the Joeright 
property have not yet been seeded and suggested we should address a project that has not been completed before we 
start something new. Mr. Zizka and Mr. VanSteenberg to follow up on the Joeright property to see what we can use 
for the mounds. Mr. Hammar has not had a chance to look into the use of crownvetch or some other materials. 

Mr. Zizka said there is a problem with the slide at the town hall park. There is approximately a 6� in  length separation from 
the side rail at the bottom of the slide. Mr. Bennett is concerned about a potential liability. Mr. Bennett said he had 
mentioned this to Tony VanSteenberg a while ago. Mr. Zizka asked Mr. VanSteenberg to look at the slide to see if there is 
some practical way to repair it. He will also inspect the swings, which Mr. Cain said have been there since 1938.  Mr. 
Bennett said that if for some reason the slide can�t be repaired, he would like to have it � not for s crap but to fix it and put 
it in his own yard. 

Mr. Leet made the motion, seconded by Mr. Hammar, to adopt the following resolution accepting the 2010 budget as 
determined by the Budget Commission.   

WHEREAS the Board of Trustees of Freedom Township, Portage County, Ohio, in accordance with the provisions 
of law, has previously adopted a Tax Budget for the next succeeding fiscal year commencing January 1, 2010; and 
WHEREAS, the Budget Commission of Portage County, Ohio, has certified its action thereon to this Board 
together with an estimate by the County Auditor of the rate of each tax necessary to be levied by this Board, and 
what part thereof is without, and what part within, the ten mill tax limitation; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, by the Board of Trustees of Freedom Township, Portage County, Ohio, that the amounts and 
rates as determined by the Budget Commission in its certification, be and the same are hereby accepted.   

FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Fiscal Officer of this Board is hereby directed to certify a copy of this Resolution 
to the County Auditor of said County.  

Roll call:  Mr. Leet, yes; Mr. Hammar, yes; Mr. Zizka, yes.  Motion carried.  Resolution 9-3-09.3 

Mr.  Hammar said there is still water in the basement at the rental house. Mr. VanSteenberg said they delivered a load of 
dirt and the renter will bank the dirt around the windows, which should help. Mr. Hammar said he wondered if we should 
take a fresh look at getting the window wells blocked up and sealed. Mr. Zizka said we first need to determine where the 
water is coming in. 

The Trustees reviewed proposals received for road maintenance (chip & seal) on King Road. Proposals were received as 
follows:  

Hughes Contracting, Inc., Suffield Limestone $14,162.06 Stone $12,964.89  
H. Luli Construction, Suffield Limestone $15,479.74 Stone $14,783.74 
Ronyak Paving, Inc., Burton Limestone $22,480.80 Stone $21,610.80 

Mr. Leet made the motion, seconded by Mr. Hammar, to award a contract to Hughes Contracting, Inc., in 
the amount of $14,162.06 for road maintenance (chip & seal) on King Road, T.H. 192, using limestone 
with polymer, per proposal dated August 31, 2009.   Roll call:  Mr. Leet, yes; Mr. Hammar, yes; Mr. 
Zizka, yes.  Motion carried.  Resolution 9-3-09.4 

Mr. Zizka said the blueprints for the pavilion are complete. They will also include a site plan. The ADA 
compliance audit for the church will be started soon.  

Mr. Hammar said he talked to all of the residents on S.R. 700 and they do want to be a part of the East Ohio 
Gas program. Regarding a letter of intent, Mr. Meduri said it was unenforceable but Mr. Hammar will write a 
letter to the residents, asking for their intent so that the gas company will know they want to be part of the 
program. Mr. Zizka asked if Mr. Hammar had mentioned anything about cost and Mr. Hammar said he had left 
it open. Mr. Zizka said he thought perhaps we should share the cost four ways; if we subtract the 400 ft. credit, 
it would be less expensive for everybody. Mr. Hammar said he did not think this is a good idea. Mr. Zizka 
suggested that Mr. Hammar talk with the residents about splitting the cost, before he meets with East Ohio Gas 
� their price is the same regardless of how many go  in on it.  If they don�t tie in now but do it any time within 
the next ten years, they would have to pay $2,079. Also if they tie in now the gas company pays for the hook-
up. Mr. Hammar suggested we have a special meeting and see what they say. He will follow through. 

 During the meeting, warrants #4544 - #4574 in the amount of $25,529.31 were presented to the Trustees for approval and 
ordered paid by signature. See the Payment Register which is attached hereto and by reference made a part of these 
Minutes.    
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There being no further business, Mr. Hammar made the motion, seconded by Mr. Leet, to adjourn the meeting 
at 9:36 pm.  Roll call:  Mr. Leet, yes; Mr. Hammar, yes; Mr. Zizka, yes.  Motion carried.  Resolution 9-3-
09.5 

 

              
 Trustee       Trustee 
  
              
 Trustee       Fiscal Officer 
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RECORD OF PROCEEDINGS 
FREEDOM TOWNSHIP TRUSTEES 

REGULAR MEETING 
Thursday, September 17, 2009 

 
 

The Regular Meeting of the Freedom Township Board of Trustees was called to order by Chairman Zizka at 7:30 pm on 
Thursday, September 17, 2009.  Present: Trustees James Hammar, J. J. Leet and John C. Zizka; Rosemary Nicholas, Fiscal 
Officer; Paul Puleo, Zoning Inspector; Charles VanSteenberg, Road Supervisor. Also present: Charles Duffield, Dan 
Grafton, Sallie Hubeny, and Roy Martin. Also present for a portion of the meeting, Becky Doherty, Municipal Court Judge 
Candidate 

Mr. Zizka led the assembly in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. Hammar made the motion, seconded by Mr. Leet, to approve the minutes of the September 3, 2009, Regular 
Meeting, as presented.  Roll call:  Mr. Leet, yes; Mr. Hammar, yes; Mr. Zizka, yes.  Motion carried.  
Resolution 9-17-09.1 

Public Comment:  
Becky Doherty introduced herself as candidate for Municipal Court Judge, saying she is running as an Independent 
because she believes judges should be non-partisan. She provided background on her experience including special 
prosecutor for Portage County, attorney for the City of Lakemore and 17 years as a trial prosecutor.  

Ms. Hubeny presented Mr. Hammar with a duplicate copy of the park plan (made at her expense) showing the ball 
field the way it is currently oriented. The plan provided by Mr. Moskos showed the field turned around. Mr. Zizka 
thanked Ms. Hubeny for the copy which will be on display at the town hall. 

Zoning: Mr. Puleo reported that one permit was issued so far this month. He contacted AT&T about the tower on 
Hankee Road and they plan to landscape it over the next few weeks. They cleared the trees for security reasons. He 
investigated a complaint about scrap being delivered to a property on Freedom Road. The property owner said 
someone stopped to pick up, not deliver, scrap items resulting from property damage; they are not recycling. She 
will not allow him to go on the property. He provided the board with copy of information regarding a Planning & 
Zoning Workshop on November 13 in Westlake; there is a session on renewable energy, which may be of interest to 
members of the Zoning Commission. Mr. Zizka said he had received complaints about the trucking business at the 
corner of S.R. 88 and S.R. 700. The complaints were about some of the trailers being damaged; they work on 
vehicles in the parking lot; and, more importantly, sometimes they park between the building and S.R. 88 and 
drivers on S.R. 700 cannot see oncoming traffic. Mr. Puleo said he had asked Mrs. Schaefer to look for the file on 
this so that we can obtain more information.  He asked Chris Meduri about the 30-day notice on violations, and he 
suggested we contact the attorneys in Columbus. Mr. Zizka said Mr. Meduri had no problem with combining the 
application and permission form into one document, requiring one signature. Mrs. Nicholas will combine the two 
documents into one and send to Mr. Puleo. In response to a question from Mr. Hammar regarding a garage on S.R. 
303, Mr. Puleo said the property owner is moving the garage back. 

Roads: Mr. VanSteenberg said they put down approximately 110 tons of #304 on Goodell Road on Monday, and 
Mr. Bonner graded it the following day. There appears to be a crown to it, and it is starting to pack down. Mr. Leet 
said he had priced  #57 slag, at about $18 per ton. Mr. VanSteenberg said Hughes will chip and seal King Road 
tomorrow. Mr. VanSteenberg asked if, on future jobs, the township could provide traffic control and save the $650 
cost. We�ll keep this in mind for future road work. He noted that the water in the culvert on King Road is down 
about 5�. Mr. Zizka will contact Mr. Pischera to se t up a meeting. Mr. VanSteenberg said they fixed the slide and 
put new chains/bolts on six swings; have three more sets still to fix. At Mr. VanSteenberg�s request, Mr. Hammar 
made the motion, seconded by Mr. Leet, to purchase 30 tons of pea gravel for the playground area from 
Brugmann�s Sand and Gravel at $8.l0 per ton. Roll call:  Mr. Leet, yes; Mr. Hammar, yes; Mr. Zizka, yes.  
Motion carried.  Resolution 9-17-09.2   In response to a question from Mr. VanSteenberg, Mr. Hammar said he 
had called the Weed Wizard and was waiting for a call back. Mr. Zizka said he had talked with Mr. Richard Page, 
Weed Wizard, who said he had no contact with the township since the work was done and was not aware there was 
a problem. He will be out to respray the problem areas sometime next week, depending on weather.  Mr. Hammar 
said he had looked at a pressure washer/hot water cleaner for the garage.  

Park: Mr. Hammar plans to mark the area for the walking trail with spray paint. There was some discrepancy as to 
the width of the path. Mr. Hammar suggested 9 ft wide so that it could be plowed; Ms. Hubeny suggested just wide 
enough so that two people could walk side by side, and it could be cleared with a snow blower. Mrs. Nicholas 
questioned why they would plow the walking trail. The trail off S.R. 700 is not cleared and is used for cross-country 
skiing.  
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Mr. Zizka said they looked at the wire at the park on S.R. 700 that Mr. Cain was concerned about. One is the 
telephone line and the other appears to be a cable TV line. It has nothing to do with our light at the park.  Mr. 
Joeright is using the field until October. He will return the pitcher�s mound to the township. The new home plate 
and rubber plugs are in the garage. 

Fire: Mr. Leet said they are still working on the contract. Mr. Zizka said that the Fire Association voted Tuesday 
night to sell the building to the District. 

EMS: Mr. Zizka said they are waiting for the property to transfer to the Fire District. He provided a summary of 
activity for Community Ambulance for August. 

Mr. Zizka said he had received an update from Kalida regarding the new truck. It will be ready by the end of 
October, possibly the middle of October. A question came up as to the color of the fenders � do we wan t to stay 
with orange, as per the specs, or do we want black. Mr. Zizka will contact the manufacturer (Fleet Engineers) for a 
color chart.  No decision was made. 

Mr. Zizka pointed out that the pavilion drawing was posted on the blackboard for us to look at and make any 
changes. Mr. Duffield is correct in that the drawing does not include shear walls which it should. Mr. Manfrass will 
give us a cost estimate and expects it will require prevailing wage. They will put together a bid proposal package for 
us.  

Mr. Zizka met with Mr. Manfrass at the church to begin the ADA accessibility audit. We received the occupancy 
permit for the church:  upper level, 112; lower level, 108. Mr. Leet said he had a request from someone in Hiram 
who wants to use the church for a healing service. 

Mr. Zizka said he made it a point to travel Hewins Road the last time it rained and there is a problem that needs to 
be addressed. Mr. VanSteenberg said we need to replace the culvert across Hewins Road. The board agreed to put 
the ball back into the hands of the property owners, giving them options: (1) the township will return it to an open 
ditch; (2) the property owner can pay the township to make the necessary repairs; (3) the property owner can have 
the repairs made at their expense. The problem of � black water� was mentioned.   

Regarding East Ohio Gas, Mr. Hammar said he would contact them tomorrow. Mr. Zizka said he called East Ohio 
Gas. He also talked with Mrs. Ankrom. She is interested in getting gas and would want the line perpendicular to the 
south side of her house. Mr. Zizka gave her his proposal that the four properties share in the cost of the line and she 
said that Mr. Hammar told her the township would pay the cost of the line and that the gas company, to �sweeten 
the deal,� would connect the line to her house for free. Mr. Hammar said he did not have this conversation with 
Mrs. Ankrom. Mr. Zizka talked with another resident who would like to have the gas but is unemployed and cannot 
afford it. Mr. Zizka will clarify with East Ohio Gas the amount that residents will pay if they tie in to the gas line 
after the fact. To get the process started, the homeowners need to call the East Ohio Gas application department; 
Mr. Zizka gave them the phone number. East Ohio Gas would be willing to come out, if the trustees want to set up a 
special meeting with the residents involved (as was suggested at the September 3 meeting). Mr. Zizka said he would 
contact East Ohio Gas to put in an application for the township.  

Mr. Zizka said he asked Mr. Manfrass to look at the front of the town hall and suggest a remedy for the front stoop. 
If we want to change it, we would have to bring it up to code. Mr. Manfrass said there are at least three cracks in the 
slab, plus it appears to slope back towards the building. His suggestion would be to replace the slab and extend the 
stoop out to the front of the porch. Mr. Hammar suggested replacing the porch with wood rather than concrete. No 
decisions were made. 

 During the meeting, warrants #4575 - #4585 in the amount of $7,633.76 were presented to the Trustees for approval and 
ordered paid by signature. See the Payment Register which is attached hereto and by reference made a part of these 
Minutes.    

There being no further business, Mr. Leet made the motion, seconded by Mr. Hammar, to adjourn the meeting 
at 9:43 pm.  Roll call:  Mr. Leet, yes; Mr. Hammar, yes; Mr. Zizka, yes.  Motion carried.  Resolution 9-
17-09.3 

 

              
 Trustee       Trustee 
  
              
 Trustee       Fiscal Officer 
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RECORD OF PROCEEDINGS 
FREEDOM TOWNSHIP TRUSTEES 

REGULAR MEETING 
Thursday, October 1, 2009 

 
 

The Regular Meeting of the Freedom Township Board of Trustees was called to order by Chairman Zizka at 7:30 pm on 
Thursday, October 1, 2009.  Present: Trustees James Hammar, J. J. Leet and John C. Zizka; Rosemary Nicholas, Fiscal 
Officer; Paul Puleo, Zoning Inspector; Charles VanSteenberg, Road Supervisor. Also present: Harold Cain, Charles 
Duffield, Dan Grafton, Sallie Hubeny, Bill McDowell and Eric Patterson.  

Mr. Zizka led the assembly in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. Leet made the motion, seconded by Mr. Hammar, to approve the minutes of the September 17, 2009, 
Regular Meeting, as presented.  Roll call:  Mr. Leet, yes; Mr. Hammar, yes; Mr. Zizka, yes.  Motion carried.  
Resolution 10-1-09.1 

Public Comment: Mr. Cain said the maintenance building has never looked better and he gives credit for this to 
Mr. Zizka and Mr. VanSteenberg.  He said that when Mr. Zizka first came on board, they had met on different 
occasions at the garage and Mr. Cain had developed a time sheet for the road crew, based on what he saw. He again 
distributed copies of his proposed time sheet to those in attendance. He said this is the second time he had intro-
duced this time sheet, and asked the trustees to consider having the road crew use it for at least the next three 
months. Mr. Zizka acknowledged that Mr. Cain had brought this time sheet to the September 3 meeting. Regarding 
the garage, Mr. Zizka thanked Mr. Cain for the compliment and said it is too bad we didn�t take before/after 
pictures to show the improvement from six years ago. Mr. Zizka said he had talked with Mr. VanSteenberg about 
the proposed time sheet. He currently does document fuel, mileage and maintenance. Mr. McDowell said they tried 
this about eight years ago and he thinks it makes sense to track material and equipment used. Mr. Patterson 
complimented the road crew, adding that they have always worked hard. He suggested a simple preventive 
maintenance log, rather than increased paper work. Mr. Leet suggested combining Equipment on Job and 
Maintenance. After discussion, it was agreed to delete Fuel Used, Truck Mileage and Maintenance, and to 
incorporate Equipment on the Job and Maintenance Performed into one category. Mr. Leet made the motion, 
seconded by Mr. Hammar, to adopt the time sheet proposed by Mr. Cain with modifications as agreed upon, to 
be used by the road crew for the balance of the year. Roll call:  Mr. Leet, yes; Mr. Hammar, yes; Mr. Zizka, 
yes.  Motion carried.  Resolution 10-1-09.2  Mr. Cain offered to have copies made of the revised time sheet. 

Mr. Cain then showed a series of slides of the new Deerfield Township walking trail. Mr. Hammar will contact 
Deerfield Township to get more information on what this cost them and what was donated. 

Ms. Hubeny asked a question about proposed ballot Issue 2 having to do with the protection of farm animals. There 
were no definitive answers on this. 

Mr. Patterson thanked the board for repairs to the swings and slide at the park. He said he grew up playing in this 
park and he and his brother, Mike, would like to donate the Rustoleumfi  paint to repaint the swing sets in the 
original colors (red/white/blue). He also asked if the local 4-H Club could be asked to do this painting. Mr. Zizka 
made the motion to accept the donation of Eric and Mike Patterson for material and supplies to repaint the 
swing sets at the town hall park.  Mr. Zizka asked for a donation of brown Rustoleumfi , which is what we have 
been using so that the rust won�t bleed through. Mr. Patterson said he would talk with his brother. Mr. Leet 
seconded Mr. Zizka�s motion.  Roll call:  Mr. Leet, yes; Mr. Hammar, yes; Mr. Zizka, yes.  Motion carried.  
Resolution 10-1-09.3 

Zoning: Mr. Puleo said no permits have been issued the last two weeks. Mr. Harris picked up his demolition bond; 
the work on Slagle is complete.  

Roads: Mr. VanSteenberg said he hasn�t heard any more about water problems at the house and mentioned a 
product (Dry-Loc) that could be painted on basement walls for waterproofing if the problem continued. Cost is 
$23/gal. at both Garrettsville and Windham Hardware. He said the chip and seal work was done on King Road, and 
he thinks it is bad. They met with Edith Hughes, the contractor, and Bryan Ford, Road Superintendent, from the 
County Engineer�s office. The best they could get out of Mrs. Hughes is that she volunteered to broom the surface, 
after the fact. Bryan seems to feel brooming was in the specs; she claimed it was not. It was pointed out that she did 
provide a performance bond and she should be held accountable. Mr. Zizka asked Mrs. Nicholas to not pay the bill, 
and he will contact Mr. Meduri to see what our options are. 

Mr. VanSteenberg said he got a call from the concrete plant regarding Vair Road; he would like to know as soon as 
possible so that he can make sure to have the concrete pipe we�re going to need. Mr. Leet said a meeting is set for 
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October 8 at 11:00 am with the Army Corps of Engineers and the County Engineer. Mr. Zizka asked Mrs. Nicholas 
to notify the Record Courier about this on-site meeting regarding the Vair Road culvert project. 

Mr. VanSteenberg said they put down 33 tons of pea gravel around the town hall playground equipment. They cut 
down the old pine tree at the church, and removed the stump. Mr. Zizka asked that the playground equipment 
checklists be turned in to the fiscal officer. Regarding Goodell Road, Mr. VanSteenberg said it is rough but should 
pack down when the trucks start running on it. Mr. Leet said if we don�t get something on top of the #304 to tie it 
in, we will just scrape it off. Mr. Cain said he had a 5 ft. box blade they were welcome to use, if they wanted to use 
it on Goodell Road to level out the gravel. Mr. Zizka suggested the trustees take a look at Goodell Road on October 
8, after they meet on Vair Road, and he asked Mrs. Nicholas to include this in the notice to the paper. 

Park: Mr. Hammar said that weather kept them from marking the walking trail. The Park Meeting is scheduled for 
next Thursday at 7:30 pm. Mr. Patterson asked if the trustees could put the focus back on the town hall park, 
considering this is the original area of Freedom, and try to bring some type of life back to it. He said the ball fields 
do not look like they used to when Mr. Grafton took care of them.  Mr. Hammar invited Mr. Patterson to attend the 
Park meeting. 

Mr. Zizka said the �Weed Wizard� touched up all fiv e locations and reseeded the southwest corner of the tot lot 
where spray had leached out. He said we should expect to see new growth within ten days. 

At the request of Mrs. Nicholas, Mr. Leet made the motion, seconded by Mr. Hammar, to transfer up to $5,000 
from the General Fund to the Zoning Fund, to support the Zoning Fund through the balance of the year. 
Roll call:  Mr. Leet, yes; Mr. Hammar, yes; Mr. Zizka, yes.  Motion carried.  Resolution 10-1-09.4 

The Board discussed the recommendations of the Zoning Commission to amend the Zoning Resolution. Mr. Zizka 
had received the proposed amendments by e-mail; Mr. Hammar did not receive them; Mr. Leet received them but 
because of problems with his internet connection was unable to download them. Mr. Zizka will contact Mr. Meduri 
to see if e-mail constitutes sufficient notice. Mr. Hammar will call Mr. Mikulski. No action was taken.  

Mr. Zizka reported that the shear walls had been added to the blueprints for the pavilion, which are now complete. 
Mr. Manfrass took the blueprints to the Building Department for approval. There is a cost of $180.25 for the plan 
review, or it may be for the cost of the permit. Mr. Zizka will check on this. Mr. Grafton said that, for whatever 
reason, feet seem to be dragging on this project. He said some of the older members of the group are afraid they are 
not going to live long enough to see this pavilion built, and he doesn�t understand what is taking so long. Mr. Zizka 
said we had to have a licensed architect draw up the plans, and meeting with the various architects and getting 
prices took time. Mr. Patterson said he was an engineer for the City of Cleveland and would have been happy to 
assist the township on the plans for this pavilion. 

Mr. Zizka made the motion, seconded by Mr. Hammar, to hold a special meeting on Saturday, October 17, at the 
town hall at 9:00 am for the purpose of discussing Hewins Road ditching and the extension of the East Ohio 
Gas line on S.R. 700.  Roll call:  Mr. Leet, yes; Mr. Hammar, yes; Mr. Zizka, yes.  Motion carried.  
Resolution 10-1-09.5  Mr. Zizka said he would send a letter to the residents involved, informing them of this 
special meeting. He has the application from East Ohio Gas for the town hall and church; they want to know how 
many gallons of propane we used last year. 

Mr. Hammar said the house tenants requested permission to bring the family dog into the home; they would be 
willing to pay a non-refundable deposit. Mr. Zizka said he was not in favor of it. Mr. Leet asked Mr. Hammar to 
find out what kind of dog it is. No decision was made, pending further information. 

 During the meeting, warrants #4586 - #4612 in the amount of $28,704.93 were presented to the Trustees for approval     
and ordered paid by signature. See the Payment Register which is attached hereto and by reference made a part of these 
Minutes.    

There being no further business, Mr. Leet made the motion, seconded by Mr. Hammar, to adjourn the meeting at 
9:55 pm.  Roll call:  Mr. Leet, yes; Mr. Hammar, yes; Mr. Zizka, yes.  Motion carried.  Resolution 10-1-09.6 

 

              
 Trustee       Trustee 
  
              
 Trustee       Fiscal Officer 
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RECORD OF PROCEEDINGS 

FREEDOM TOWNSHIP TRUSTEES 
REGULAR MEETING 

Thursday, October 15, 2009 
 

The Regular Meeting of the Freedom Township Board of Trustees was called to order by Chairman Zizka at 7:30 pm on 
Thursday, October 15, 2009.  Present: Trustees James Hammar, J. J. Leet and John C. Zizka; Rosemary Nicholas, Fiscal 
Officer; Paul Puleo, Zoning Inspector; Charles VanSteenberg, Road Supervisor. Also present: Harold Cain, Charles 
Duffield, Dan Grafton, Sallie Hubeny, Bill McDowell, Mike Mikulski, Eric Patterson, and Dann Timmons, Windham 
Township trustee. 

Mr. Zizka led the assembly in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. Hammar made the motion, seconded by Mr. Leet, to approve the minutes of the October 1, 2009, Regular 
Meeting, as presented.  Roll call:  Mr. Leet, yes; Mr. Hammar, yes; Mr. Zizka, yes.  Motion carried.  
Resolution 10-15-09.1 

Public Comment:  Mr. Mikulski presented the Trustees with proposed amendments to the Zoning Resolution, approved 
by the Zoning Commission at their public hearing held on October 15, 2009: Sections 201.3 , 401.3, 403.1 Signs (change 
sign size dimensions from 9 sq. ft. to 32. sq ft.); Add definitions for Heavy Press Operations and Warehousing. 
Mr. Hammar made the motion, seconded by Mr. Leet, to accept the recommendations of the Zoning 
Commission.  Roll call:  Mr. Leet, yes; Mr. Hammar, yes; Mr. Zizka, yes.  Motion carried.  Resolution 10-15-
09.2    

Mr. Leet made the motion, seconded by Mr. Zizka, to set a public hearing for Thursday, November 5, 2009, at 
7:00 pm at the Town Hall to review the proposed amendments to the Zoning Resolution, with the Regular 
Trustees meeting to immediately follow the public hearing.  Roll call:  Mr. Leet, yes; Mr. Hammar, yes; Mr. 
Zizka, yes.  Motion carried.  Resolution 10-15-09.3  Notice of hearing to be published in the Record Courier at 
least ten days prior to November 5th. 

Zoning: Mr. Puleo said one permit was issued this month. The garage at the corner of S.R. 700 and 88 is limited to 
car parking only in front of the building. He will contact them about the trailer that has been parked in front for 
several days. 

Mr. Puleo said he needs to have a Mylar signed for himself, and asked if Mr. Krohn could sign it. Mr. Zizka said 
that it may be a conflict of interest if Mr. Krohn signs, because he is on the Board of Appeals. He added that at one 
time Charlie VanSteenberg was approved to sign Mylars. Mr. Zizka made the motion, seconded by Mr. Hammar, 
that Mr. Charles VanSteenberg sign the Mylar for Mr. Puleo, pending approval by the Prosecutor�s office. 
Roll call:  Mr. Leet, yes; Mr. Hammar, yes; Mr. Zizka, yes.  Motion carried.  Resolution 10-15-09.4 Mr. Zizka 
will contact Mr. Meduri. 

Roads: Mr. VanSteenberg said he has not heard anything since the October 8 meeting with the County and Army 
Corps of Engineers re the Vair Road culvert project. The trustees and Tony VanSteenberg were also there. Mr. 
Zizka said that Scott Miller was going to get together with James Bierlair who would fill out the application. He 
also instructed the Army Corps to inventory all of the vegetation so that it could be replanted. Mr. Zizka said he 
asked Scott Miller why we are incurring the cost of a wetlands permit and, according to him, that is a water course 
flowing through there; however, there is a possibility we will not need a permit or delineation.  

Mr. VanSteenberg said we were told we could use 36�  oval pipe for the Vair Road project; we will need 48 feet at 
$59.50 per ft (approximately $2,880). Price does not include delivery but they will hold it until we need it. Mr. 
Zizka asked Mr. Leet if the State would reimburse us for materials if we purchase and pay for it now. Mr. Zizka 
made the motion, seconded by Mr. Hammar, to purchase six sections (48 feet) of 36� oval pipe  from Hydro 
Conduit in Diamond, Ohio, at a cost of approximately $2,880. Roll call:  Mr. Leet, yes; Mr. Hammar, yes; 
Mr. Zizka, yes.  Motion carried.  Resolution 10-15-09.5 Mr. Leet will contact Scott Miller to see if we can get 
reimbursed. 

Regarding Hewins Road, Mr. VanSteenberg suggested putting in a ditch with small pipe where the water problem 
is, to get us through the winter. He had prices on pipe from Burrows (20� of 6� well casing for $260) and Marlboro 
Pipe (6� pipe for $45). Burrows pipe is higher pric ed because it is stamped �safe for drinking.� Mr. H ammar made 
the motion, seconded by Mr. Leet, to purchase 20 ft. of pipe for Hewins Road from Marlboro Pipe for $45.00, 
pending the outcome of the Special Meeting on Saturday.  Roll call:  Mr. Leet, yes; Mr. Hammar, yes; Mr. 
Zizka, yes.  Motion carried.  Resolution 10-15-09.6 
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Mr. VanSteenberg said the spindle and gear were shot on the boom mower; with Mr. Zizka�s approval, he ordered 
replacement parts from Lacal:  $29.04 gear; $395.30 spindle; and $7.47 key. Mr. Leet made the motion, seconded 
by Mr. Hammar, to approve the purchase of repair parts for the boom mower from Lacal in the amount of 
$431.81.  Roll call:  Mr. Leet, yes; Mr. Hammar, yes; Mr. Zizka, yes.  Motion carried.  Resolution 10-15-09.7 
Mr. Zizka said that Dexter Company allegedly replaced the spindle free of charge because they used it as a display 
unit at the OTA winter conference a couple of years ago; he now questions whether they actually did the work. 

Following the meeting on Vair Road, the trustees and Mr. VanSteenberg proceeded to Goodell Road. Mr. 
VanSteenberg said as far as he is concerned it is packing pretty well, and should pack even more now that the trucks 
are running it. Mr. Zizka said that Mr. Bonner showed up and said he appreciated what was done but said we used 
the wrong material because, according to Mr. Leet, Mr. Zizka did not want to spend the extra money. 

Mr. Zizka reported that we are still holding payment to Hughes Contracting for work on King Road, per instructions 
from Chris Meduri. Mr. Meduri said that other townships have had problems with Hughes, and we might want to 
take this into consideration in awarding future work. He also suggested that we ask for a one-year maintenance 
bond on any work she does for us, in addition to the performance bond.  

Mr. Zizka said the new truck is ready and he and Mr. VanSteenberg will pick it up next week. Mr. Hammar said 
one of the reasons he voted to go with Kalida is that they were to pick up and deliver the truck; this is additional 
time and expense put on our township which was not part of the contract. Neither Mr. Leet nor Mr. Hammar was 
interested in making the trip to Kalida. Mr. Leet had no objection to Mr. VanSteenberg going there to pick it up. 
Mrs. Nicholas suggested asking Kalida to reimburse us for Mr. VanSteenberg�s time.  They will plan to pick up the 
truck on Tuesday of next week.  

Park: Mr. Hammar said they talked about marking the walking trail at the Park meeting. It was agreed that the 
width would be approximately 8 ft., or the width of a bucket. In response to a question from Mr. Cain regarding the 
path put in by Deerfield Township, Mr. Hammar said we first need to work out the dollars and cents and look for 
available grants. Mr. McDowell suggested looking into earth cement, which would be less expensive than hard 
surface for the path. 

Fire: Mr. Leet said they have officially bought the fire station and the grounds it is on. They are waiting for the 
pay-off on the Fire Association loan with Huntington. 

EMS: Mr. Zizka said they still get the occasional call that belongs to Windham. The EMS board had a special 
meeting in September and signed the purchase agreement they have been working on for several months. Effective 
at 8:00 am on October 30, the district will take over the operations.  

Regional Planning: Mr. Hammar said that several township zoning issues received extensions. 

Mr. Zizka had 15 sets of the Ohio Ethics Guidelines made for members of the Zoning Commission and Board of 
Zoning Appeals, which they are supposed to receive. It is available on line but not all members have computer 
access. 

Mr. Zizka made the motion, seconded by Mr. Hammar, to set � Trick or Treat� for Saturday, October 31, from 4 pm  
to 7 pm in the township.  Roll call:  Mr. Leet, yes; Mr. Hammar, yes; Mr. Zizka, yes.  Motion carried.  
Resolution 10-15-09.8 

Mr. Zizka said he received a number of calls regarding discontinuance of the library box at the town hall. He talked 
to the County Library�s outreach person who explained that the criteria for these boxes is (1) usage (only 2-3 people 
used it on a regular basis) and (2) proximity to Garrettsville. If the levy passes, they will resume the service at all 
locations. 

Mr. Zizka reported that a building permit has not been issued for the pavilion, as indicated in the Record Courier. 
Mr. Manfrass said the plans were submitted for plan review only, not for a permit. The fee of $180.25 is for the plan 
review, and this will be reimbursable to Mr. Manfrass. The Building Department has 30 days to review the plans. 

Mr. Hammar said there is a water leak around the toilet bowl in the bathroom at the parsonage; we need to call a 
plumber and he asked who to call. Ms. Hubeny suggested Silver Creek Plumbing. Regarding their request to have a 
dog, Mr. Hammar said it is an older dog, part Lab. Mr. Patterson said he had seen the dog at the park, and it seemed 
very well behaved. Mr. Hammar said the tenants were taking very good care of the residence. Mr. Zizka said he was 
still not in favor of allowing a dog because we told (and eliminated) other potential renters because of our �no dogs� 
policy. Mr. Leet said there was some kind of a leak in the men�s room of the church building.  

Mr. Zizka made the motion, seconded by Mr. Hammar, to return the check to Patricia White for town hall 
rental (Rental #556) because this was for a benefit dinner and there would be no charge. Roll call:  Mr. Leet, 
yes; Mr. Hammar, yes; Mr. Zizka, yes.  Motion carried.  Resolution 10-15-09.9 

Mr. Duffield said there is debris in the Strawman-Fleming Ditch, when you look at it from S.R. 303. Mr. Zizka said 
he would mention it to Norm Criblez, the property owner. 
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 During the meeting, warrants #4613 - #4625 in the amount of $3,924.05 were presented to the Trustees for approval and 
ordered paid by signature. See the Payment Register which is attached hereto and by reference made a part of these 
Minutes.    

There being no further business, Mr. Hammar made the motion, seconded by Mr. Leet, to adjourn the meeting at 
9:31 pm.  Roll call:  Mr. Leet, yes; Mr. Hammar, yes; Mr. Zizka, yes.  Motion carried.  Resolution 10-15-
09.10 

 

              
 Trustee       Trustee 
  
              
 Trustee       Fiscal Officer 
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RECORD OF PROCEEDINGS 
FREEDOM TOWNSHIP TRUSTEES 

SPECIAL MEETING 
Saturday, October 17, 2009 

 

 

The Special Meeting of the Freedom Township Board of Trustees was called to order by Chairman Zizka at 9:06 am on 
Saturday, October 17, 2009.  Present: Trustees James Hammar, J. J. Leet and John C. Zizka; Rosemary Nicholas, Fiscal 
Officer; Dave Fry, Jean Fry, Wanda Ankrom, Kevin Flegal, Pat Mallory, Eric Patterson, Harold Cain, Charles Duffield and 
Roy Martin (for a portion of the meeting). 

Mr. Zizka led the assembly in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. Zizka noted that the purpose of this Special Meeting, as advertised in the Record Courier, was to discuss (1) 
Hewins Road flooding and ditching and (2) the extension of the East Ohio Gas line on S.R. 700. Mr. Zizka had also 
sent letters to the residents involved, informing them of this meeting. 

Hewins Road 
Mr. Zizka provided everyone in attendance with an outline detailing the current situation with water standing on the 
roadway after it rains, at least six different sizes and pipe materials which have been identified and the integrity of 
the connections is questionable, catch basins will need to be replaced, buried telephone lines will need to be 
identified/moved, and septic lines may be discharging into the road ditch (culvert) which becomes a Health 
Department issue.  

He outlined remedies as discussed by the trustees with Bryan Ford of the County Engineer�s office. Due to the 
lateness of the season, the plan is to dig a shallow ditch at 10203 Hewins Road, between two drives, sloping to the 
north, and installing a temporary 6� pipe under the  property owner�s north drive. The berm would be lowered to 
allow water to run off the roadway. Fiberglass delineators would be placed along the edge of the roadway for safety 
purposes. 

Next year (2010) the property owners at 10203, 10171 and 10163 Hewins Road would have three options: replacing 
the culvert at their expense in accordance with the township�s culvert policy; reimburse the township for labor and 
material to have the township install new pipe in the ditch and cover it; or the township will removing the existing 
pipes and restore the area to an open ditch.  

In consideration, Freedom Township will waive the permit fee of $5 per running foot for enclosing the ditch and 
will assume the cost of material and labor for installing catch basins, which will be destroyed in replacing the 
culvert pipe. At this point, Mr. Hammar said this was not discussed with him; he probably would agree to it but this 
is the first he has heard of it. Mr. Zizka responded that he thought Mr. VanSteenberg had informed both him and 
Mr. Leet, because he had checked on prices for catch basins. Mr. Hammar suggested we get the immediate problem 
cured (water on the road) and see what needs to be done in the spring; he would not make any commitments at this 
point.  Mr. Fry agreed that it would be good to address what is there right now. He added that both septics on his 
property were new in �04 or �05 and the only draina ge is the perimeter curtain drain running toward the ditch, which 
the County made them do. Pat Mallory reiterated that at this point their pipe is in good shape and as far as they 
know, at this point in time, Freedom Township will be responsible for the catch basin. 

The discussion on Hewins Road ended at 9:40 am. 

East Ohio Gas Line Extension on S.R. 700 

Mr. Zizka presented information based on conversations he had with Gary Esasky, Sr. Sales Representative for 
Dominion East Ohio. Dominion will give the township a 100 ft. credit ($2,079 value) for each home that hooks up 
to the gas main. There is no line credit for commercial buildings. Dominion will install the service line to each 
home or commercial building at no charge (this includes trenching, gas line and boring under S.R. 700.)  This was 
imposed by the PUCO and may change in the future. 

If Freedom Township pays the entire cost, without any homes on the west side of S.R. 700 applying for gas service, 
the cost would be: 571 ft. minus 100 ft. credit for the parsonage, or approximately $10,000.  

If the Pattersons and Flegals agree to apply for service, the cost for the township would be reduced by $4,158 (200 
ft. credit).  

The township may also consider having the gas line extended only far enough to serve the town hall at this time. 
The furnace in the town hall can be converted from propane to natural gas; the oil furnaces in the church and 
parsonage would have to be replaced. 
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If Mrs. Ankrom wants to have Dominion�s service, it  would be necessary to extend the line another 225 ft. minus 
the 100 ft. credit for her home, or an additional cost to her of approximately $2,600. Mrs. Ankrom currently has a 
gas well on her property but was interested in Dominion�s service.  

Mr. Patterson said his mother�s concern is that she just filled her propane tank ($1,500 worth) and wondered why 
we waited so long to move on this.  

It was suggested that perhaps the property owners involved should split the cost of extending the line with the 
township; if we subtract the credit, it would be less expensive for everybody. 

There is no provision for placing the cost of the line on the property owner�s real estate bill as an assessment, and 
Dominion will not add the cost of the line to the monthly gas bill.  This was confirmed by Janet Esposito, County 
Auditor, and Mr. Esasky.  

Application must be made to Dominion East Ohio to have them determine the actual footage involved and the 
cost. 

Mr. Patterson said his mother�s concern is that she just filled her propane tank ($1,500 worth) and wondered why 
we waited so long to move on this. Mr. Patterson asked if another meeting could be scheduled to discuss this. 

Mrs. Nicholas asked for clarification; i.e., if the township pays the entire cost to extend the gas line to the church, it 
would be approximately $10,000, which includes the credit for the parsonage. If Patterson and Flegal sign up now, 
it would cost them nothing and the township would get an approximate $2,000 credit for each of them. This means 
the township would only be writing a check to Dominion for approximately $6,000 as opposed to $10.000 ($10,000 
minus an approximate $4,000 credit for Patterson and Flegal). 

If Patterson and Flegal sign up any time within the next ten years, it will still not cost them anything and Dominion 
will guarantee that the township will get the same credit. Why then would we expect them to voluntarily share in 
the cost?  The only risk they take by not signing up now is that Dominion may not be installing the service line to 
their homes, at no cost, as they are now offering.  

Mr. Hammar made the motion, seconded by Mr. Leet, that the township pursue the extension of the gas line on 
S.R. 700, contingent on participation by Mrs. Patterson and Mr. Flegal, who will provide the township with 
copies of their respective applications. Roll call:  Mr. Leet, yes; Mr. Hammar, yes; Mr. Zizka, yes.  Motion 
carried.  Resolution 10-17-09.1 

There being no further business, Mr. Hammar made the motion, seconded by Mr. Leet, to adjourn the meeting at 
10:25 a.m.  Roll call:  Mr. Leet, yes; Mr. Hammar, yes; Mr. Zizka, yes.  Motion carried.  Resolution 10-17-
09.2 

 

              
 Trustee       Trustee 
  
              
 Trustee       Fiscal Officer 
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RECORD OF PROCEEDINGS 
FREEDOM TOWNSHIP TRUSTEES 

PUBLIC HEARING�
Thursday, November 5, 2009 

 

The Meeting was called to order by Chairman John Zizka at 7:00 pm on Thursday,  November 5, 2009.  The purpose of  
the meeting, as advertised in the Record Courier on October 20, 2009, was to hold a public hearing on proposed 
amendments to the Freedom Township Zoning Resolution as presented to the Trustees by the Freedom Township Zoning 
Commission on October 15, 2009. 

Trustees Present: J. J. Leet, James Hammar, John Zizka; Rosemary Nicholas, Fiscal Officer;  Paul Puleo, Zoning Inspector; 
Also present: Harold Cain, Charles Duffield, Dan Grafton, Sallie Hubeny, Stan Lawrence, Roy Martin. 

Mr. Zizka led the assembly in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. Zizka reviewed recommendations of the Commission, as follows: 

Article VIII  Definitions � Add the following definitions and renumber accor dingly:  

20. Heavy Press Operations � Many types of presses should be considered �heavy presses,� depending on the type and 
operating speed. Any machine that exerts pressure to form or shape or cut materials or extract liquids or compress 
solids and measures a decibel reading of at least 50 decibels at the property line of the subject property.   

50. Warehousing � A use engaged in storage and distribu tion of products, supplies, and equipment, excluding bulk storage 
of materials that are inflammable or explosive or that present hazards or conditions commonly recognized as 
offensive.   

Mr. Hammar made the motion, seconded by Mr. Leet, to accept the proposed Amendment to the Zoning Resolution, 
Article VIII Definitions, to add Item 20. Heavy Press Operations; to add item 50, Warehousing; and to renumber 
accordingly, to be effective in 30 days (December 5, 2009) as amended. 

Mr. Zizka asked how we were going to monitor the 50 decibels in Item 20. Mr. Hammar said we will have to pick 
up a decibel meter. Mr. Leet asked if we had to have a constable measure decibels. Mr. Hammar said he has worked 
with it and it is acceptable for a plant, e.g., to have its own instrument so long as it is calibrated. He added that we 
can measure the sound and if it is below 80 decibels, there would be no problem; if it is above, we can have 
somebody come in to measure it. Mr. Zizka noted that we had the recommendations of the Planning Commission 
but not the Prosecutor�s office. He asked Mr. Lawrence if these recommendations had gone to the Prosecutor�s 
office and if there had been a response. Mr. Lawrence said the Prosecutor�s office had responded and approved both 
definitions; however, he did not have a copy of that response with him. The roll was called. Mr. Leet, yes; Mr. 
Hammar, yes; Mr. Zizka, yes.  Motion carried.  Resolution PH 11-5-09.1 

Mr. Zizka reviewed recommendations of the Commission, as follows: 

Modify Existing Requirements (Sections 201.3-C-7-E; 401.3-B-5; 403.0)  
Change the Sign Size Dimensions from 9 sq. ft. to 32 sq .ft.  

201.3 C Residential Commercial Districts � RC - Reg ulations 

7.   Conditions for Mini Self Storage Businesses   

E. Signs on sides of storage buildings and fences shall be limited to directional signs only. There shall be no 
commercial advertising. Signs shall be permitted on the office building (limited to twenty [20] thirty-two [32] 
square feet for the business name) and at the entrance gate (limited to nine [9] thirty-two [32] square feet; e.g. 
4�x8�).  

401.3 Conditionally Permissible Uses   

B.  Mini Self Storage Businesses, on condition that 

5.  Signs on sides of storage buildings and fences shall be limited to directional signs only. There shall be no commercial 
advertising. Signs shall be permitted on the office building (limited to twenty [20] thirty-two [32] square feet for the 
business name) and at the entrance gate (limited to nine [9] thirty-two [32] square feet; e.g. 4�x8�).  

403.0 Signs   

403.1   

D.  Signs within a Commercial, Industrial, Light Industrial, and/or Neighborhood Commercial Office and Industrial 
(NCOI) zoned districts shall be limited to a size of thirty-two (32) square feet, unless otherwise specified in this 
Resolution.  
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Mr. Hammar made the motion, seconded by Mr. Leet, to accept the proposed Amendment to the Zoning Resolution, 
Modify Existing Requirements (Sections 201.3-C-7-E; 401.3-B-5; 403.0); Change the Sign Size Dimensions from 9 
sq. ft. to 32 sq .ft.;  to be effective in 30 days (December 5, 2009) as amended. 

Regional Planning did approve these proposed amendments but Mr. Lawrence noted that RPC did recommend that 
the Zoning Commission create a comprehensive set of zoning requirements to regulate sign usage in the Township. 
Mr. Zizka asked, in the sections they are proposing to amend, if there are any height regulations or limit to the 
number of signs permitted. Mr. Lawrence said there was not. Mr. Zizka said he would like to suggest that we limit 
the number of signs per site or parcel. Mr. Hammar said he agreed but it needed to be done more in depth. Mr. Leet 
suggested that by changing the word �signs� to �sig n� this would take care of the matter.  

After discussion, Mr. Hammar withdrew his motion and Mr. Leet withdrew his second. Mr. Zizka then made the 
motion, seconded by Mr. Hammar, to reject the Zoning Commission�s recommendation to Modify Existing 
Requirements (Sections 201.3-C-7-E; 401.3-B-5; 403.0); and to Change the Sign Size Dimensions from 9 sq. 
ft. to 32 sq .ft., and to refer this matter back to the Zoning Commission for a more comprehensive set of 
zoning requirements to regulate sign usage in the Township.  Roll Call: Mr. Leet, yes; Mr. Hammar, yes; Mr. 
Zizka, yes.  Motion carried.  Resolution PH 11-5-09.2 

There being no further business, Mr. Leet made the motion, seconded by Mr. Hammar, to adjourn the Public 
Haring at 7:22 p.m. Roll Call: Mr. Leet, yes; Mr. Hammar, yes; Mr. Zizka, yes.  Motion carried.  Resolution 
PH 11-5-09.3 

 

              
 Trustee       Trustee 
  
              
 Trustee       Fiscal Officer 
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RECORD OF PROCEEDINGS 
FREEDOM TOWNSHIP TRUSTEES 

REGULAR MEETING 
Thursday, November 5, 2009 

 
The Regular Meeting of the Freedom Township Board of Trustees was called to order by Chairman Zizka at 7:26 pm on 
Thursday, November 5, 2009, following the Public Hearing. Present: Trustees James Hammar, J. J. Leet and John C. 
Zizka; Rosemary Nicholas, Fiscal Officer; Paul Puleo, Zoning Inspector; Charles VanSteenberg, Road Supervisor. Also 
present: Harold Cain, Charles Duffield, Dan Grafton, Sallie Hubeny, Stan Lawrence, Roy Martin, Eric Patterson. 

Mr. Hammar made the motion, seconded by Mr. Leet, to approve the minutes of the October 15, 2009, Regular 
Meeting, as presented.  Roll call:  Mr. Leet, yes; Mr. Hammar, yes; Mr. Zizka, yes.  Motion carried.  
Resolution 11-5-09.1 

Mr. Hammar made the motion, seconded by Mr. Leet, to approve the minutes of the October 17, 2009, Special 
Meeting, as presented.  Roll call:  Mr. Leet, yes; Mr. Hammar, yes; Mr. Zizka, yes.  Motion carried.  
Resolution 11-5-09.2 

Public Comment:  Mr. Hammar congratulated Roy Martin on his election as trustee and expressed sadness about J. J. Leet 
leaving his position after having served 32 years as township trustee. 
 
Zoning:  Mr. Puleo said one permit was issued for the month. He received another complaint from a resident on 
Nichols Road about the Junior Bailey property. The JPS Trucking Company moved their trailer at the corner of S.R. 
700 and 88. He said he had been told it would be all right if it did not stick out any further than a passenger vehicle. 
Mr. Zizka said that Mr. Meduri will be contacting Mr. Puleo about interrogatories re Chulainn Corporation. He said 
that we subscribed to the ZonePro on-line backup service for $100 per year which we have not been able to use 
because the other computer in the zoning office does not have internet access. Mrs. Nicholas donated a router to the 
township for this purpose back in June, and we are still waiting for Mr. Mikulski to do the install, which he had said 
he would do. Mr. Puleo asked the trustees to contact Mr. Mikulski to see if we could get this done.  

Mr. Lawrence said the Zoning Commission would be holding a Public Hearing at 7:00 pm to consider amendments 
to the Zoning Resolution as it concerns wind turbines and solar power. 

Roads: Mr. VanSteenberg reported that Kalida picked up the new truck to repair a number of items that needed to 
be addressed, which he had listed (copy provided to each trustee).  We will hold the check until the truck is returned 
and all matters satisfactorily resolved. 

Mr. VanSteenberg asked Mr. Leet if he had heard any more about the Vair Road project. Mr. Leet said Scott Miller 
and Jim Bierlair are going to get together to fill out the paper work to go to the Army Corps of Engineers; it will be 
next year before this project begins. Mr. Hammar said he just received notification that he had been appointed to the 
OPWC District 7 Integrating Committee. Mr. Zizka said he talked with Scott Miller at the County Engineer�s office 
and he told him that the final paper work on Hankee Road was due two weeks ago; also that we should be going for 
a small government grant on Stamm Road. Mr. Leet responded that we were still okay on Hankee Road, and it is 
true that we should be looking at a small government grant for Stamm, rather than go after Issue 1 funding. In 
response to a question from Mr. VanSteenberg, Mr. Leet said he forgot to ask about reimbursement for the pipe for 
Vair Road. There is some question about whether or not they will store the pipe longer than the end of the year; Mr. 
VanSteenberg will check on this.  

Regarding Hewins Road, Mr. VanSteenberg will order the 6� heavy wall pipe (Rezabek�s driveway). Mr. Zi zka 
talked with Verizon about moving the phone line and they will be out either tomorrow or Monday.  

Regarding King Road, Mr. Meduri told Mr. Zizka he discussed this further with Scott Miller and Bryan Ford and 
they both feel that a reputable contractor would have known to broom after the job was done, whether or not it was 
spelled out in the specs. The township has two options: release the check to Edith Hughes for $14,000 and put her 
on a list of undesirable contractors; or hold back a portion of monies due her, prorated on that portion of the road we 
think is inadequate or will need to be redone next spring. However, if we do hold back some of the money we will 
probably be subject to litigation because, technically, she complied with the contract. Mr. Zizka made the motion, 
seconded by Mr. Hammar, to release the funds payable to Edith Hughes for the work on King Road, and put 
her on a list of  undesirable contractors. Mrs. Nicholas objected to sending the check, adding that someone other 
than the township should be held responsible � eith er Edith Hughes for an unprofessional job or the County 
Engineer for not writing the specs properly to include brooming. There was no other discussion. Mr. Zizka asked 
that the roll be called. Roll call:  Mr. Leet, yes; Mr. Hammar, yes; Mr. Zizka, yes.  Motion carried.  Resolution 
11-5-09.3 Mrs. Nicholas said she would be writing a letter to Mrs. Hughes, not as Fiscal Officer but as a King Road 
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resident. Mr. Patterson suggested someone who could test the emulsion, and said he would give the trustees that 
person�s business card if they wanted to pursue this. 

Mr. Hammar asked about Goodell Road, and Mr. VanSteenberg said it is packing in good.  

We got a letter from Morton Salt that it has been acquired by K+S Aktiengesellschaft, effective October 1, 2009. 
They assure us that K+S has a long-standing history and tradition in the global salt industry and they will continue 
to supply our salt requirements with quality product and service. 

Parks: Mr. Hammar had no report. Mrs. Nicholas said Mr. Cain had forwarded to her an e-mail from Mr. Joeright 
offering to write grants for the township. There is going to be a lot of competition for grant money and we need to 
be proactive. She noted that Randolph Township just received a grant from the EPA for a nature classroom. 
Regardless of who writes the grants, it will be up to the township to provide detailed information as to what is 
involved in the project. Deadlines are February 1 (trails grants) and March 1 (NatureWorks grants). Mr. Hammar 
said the person he talked with is still interested in working with us. Ms. Hubeny questioned why we would bring in 
somebody else, when Mr. Joeright is willing to work with us. Mr. Cain reminded Mr. Hammar that Deerfield is also 
willing to work with us, and urged him to follow through on this.  

Mr. Patterson asked that the township provide some assurance that we will look at improving the town hall park in 
the future, rather than focusing strictly on the S.R. 700 park. Mr. Zizka said that one of the premises for putting in 
the large ball field at the Community Park was to discontinue use of the fields at the town hall � sho uld we put 
money in this field when we may abandon it? Mr. Patterson said he didn�t want the township to forget about the 
town hall park just because we have a new one. 

Mrs. Nicholas reported that three CD�s totaling $57,986 were closed at Huntington and deposited in the Township�s 
prime checking account at Middlefield Bank to get a better interest rate. Huntington�s current 12-month CD rate 
was .8; 3 months was .02. Our prime account at Middlefield pays 2.02%. She pointed out that this leaves the 
Township with no investments, and we need to curb our expenditures so as to meet our obligations.  

Mr. Hammar made the motion, seconded by Mr. Zizka, to reimburse for registration, hotel, taxi, parking, meals, 
mileage and incidentals for the Fiscal Officer or any Trustee who attends the Ohio Township Association Winter 
Conference in 2010. Roll call:  Mr. Leet, yes; Mr. Hammar, yes; Mr. Zizka, yes.  Motion carried.  Resolution 11-5-
09.4  Mr. Zizka said the members of NOTA, at their meeting last week, passed a resolution donating $1,000 for a 
hospitality suite at the Winter Conference. 

Mr. Leet made the motion, seconded by Mr. Hammar, to not participate in the Workers� Compensation proposed new 
Deductible Program, as outlined by Frank Gates in their October 23 letter.  Roll call:  Mr. Leet, yes; Mr. Hammar, 
yes; Mr. Zizka, yes.  Motion carried.  Resolution 11-5-09.5 
The Board reviewed the request from Regional Planning to donate unused technical hours to be used for updating the 
subdivision regulations. Since we had no carry-over from last year and may be using the balance of our technical hours this 
year on zoning issues, it was agreed that no hours will be donated to Regional Planning. 

Mr. Zizka had the final plans for the town hall pavilion. He said that Mr. Grafton attended the Commissioners� meeting and 
expressed his frustration over the cost of the plan review, which totaled $376.47. The Commissioners told him that one of 
the trustees should talk to them and maybe they will waive part of the fee. Mr. Wrentmore said it won�t happen but Mr. 
Zizka said it was worth a shot and he is willing to talk to them. Mr. Wrentmore said he would hold approval for six 
months; however, Mr. Manfrass read from the Code Book that says we have one year. Mr. Wrentmore also told us to 
disregard Mr. Ishakawa�s requirement that we have no fewer than two drinking fountains. 

Two residents have made application to East Ohio Gas (Patterson and Flegal). Mr. Zizka has made application for the 
parsonage and has provided East Ohio with propane usage for the town hall for last year.  

Mr. Hammar said we need to put a sidewalk in from the parking lot to the back door of the church, and Mr. VanSteenberg 
suggested we make it as wide as the drive so that people can drive to the door and unload. Everyone agreed this was a good 
idea. Mr. Zizka suggested we hold off on doing this until we get the accessibility study back from Mr. Manfrass. 

Mr. Zizka suggested that we contact Mr. Morrison about cultivating the cemetery property again next year. Mr. 
VanSteenberg to do. 

 During the meeting, warrants #4626 - #4658 in the amount of $36,037.98 were presented to the Trustees for approval and 
ordered paid by signature. See the Payment Register which is attached hereto and by reference made a part of these 
Minutes.    

There being no further business, Mr. Leet made the motion, seconded by Mr. Hammar, to adjourn the meeting at 9:02 
pm.  Roll call:  Mr. Leet, yes; Mr. Hammar, yes; Mr. Zizka, yes.  Motion carried.  Resolution 11-5-09.6 

 

              
 Trustee       Trustee 
  
              
 Trustee       Fiscal Officer 
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RECORD OF PROCEEDINGS 

FREEDOM TOWNSHIP TRUSTEES 
REGULAR MEETING 

Thursday, November 19, 2009 
 
 

The Regular Meeting of the Freedom Township Board of Trustees was called to order by Chairman Zizka at 7:30 pm on 
Thursday, November 19, 2009.  Present: Trustees James Hammar, J. J. Leet and John C. Zizka; Rosemary Nicholas, Fiscal 
Officer; Paul Puleo, Zoning Inspector; Charles VanSteenberg, Road Supervisor. Also present: Harold Cain, Charles 
Duffield, Dan Grafton, Sallie Hubeny, Roy Martin, and Bill Sponaugle. 

Mr. Hammar made the motion, seconded by Mr. Leet, to approve the minutes of the November 5, 2009, Public 
Hearing, as presented.  Roll call:  Mr. Leet, yes; Mr. Hammar, yes; Mr. Zizka, yes.  Motion carried.  
Resolution 11-19-09.2 

Mr. Hammar made the motion, seconded by Mr. Leet, to approve the minutes of the November 5, 2009, Regular 
Meeting, as presented.  Roll call:  Mr. Leet, yes; Mr. Hammar, yes; Mr. Zizka, yes.  Motion carried.  
Resolution 11-19-09.3 

Public Comment:  Mr. Cain said the Garfield Drama Club was holding a fundraiser and would be raffling off a quilt hand-
crafted by Mrs. Cain. Tickets are $1.00 each or six for $5.00. Contact Mr. Cain if you want to buy tickets. 

Zoning: Mr. Puleo reported that one permit was issued in the last two weeks, for a garage on Gotham Road. An 
informational letter was sent to the owner of the old Kadow property, followed by a violation notice. He called, and 
they did not return the call; instead, she contacted Mr. Hammar. They never got a conditional certificate to operate.  
Mrs. Cowell on S.R. 88 by Hewins was not aware that a permit was not pulled for the slab that was poured; she will 
apply for one. He received several complaints about junk being put over the hill on Streeter Road (Brookover). It 
looks like a scrap yard with old appliances, scrap metal, etc. We are still waiting for Mr. Mikulski to put internet 
connections on the second computer in the zoning office, so that we can take advantage of electronic updates and 
on-line backup, for which we are paying an additional $100 per year.  

Mr. Puleo presented the trustees with a letter announcing his resignation as Zoning Inspector, effective December 
31, 2009, or as soon as a replacement can be found. Mr. Leet suggested that the resignation date be January 31, 
2010. Mr. Hammar made the motion, seconded by Mr. Leet, to accept Mr. Puleo�s resignation as Zoning 
Inspector effective January 31, 2010, or as soon as his replacement can be found. The trustees unanimously 
accepted Mr. Puleo�s resignation, with regrets from all.  Roll Call:  Mr. Leet, yes; Mr. Hammar, yes; Mr. 
Zizka, yes.  Motion carried.  Resolution 11-19-09.3 

Effective 2/1/10, all property maps will be available on CD for townships at no charge ($5 for others). They will be 
updated once a year, in January, rather than every six months. If you want the most current map, it is available 
through the tax map office. Mr. Hammar said he received, at the Planning Commission, a CD of the proposed 
revised zoning resolution for Franklin Township. In response to a question from Mr. Hammar, Mr. Puleo said our 
zoning resolution is also available on CD but most people access it from the township web site.   

Roads: Mr. VanSteenberg said they�ve been working on Hewins Road. They installed the culvert in Rezabek�s 
driveway. There has been no water on the road, even with all the rain we had. They also installed delineators along 
the side of the road. He will try to get some asphalt to fix the one section that is deteriorated, about 30 ft. As of 
yesterday, Goodell Road is good, no holes. They cut a tree on King Road. The new truck is back and as of today it 
didn�t stall the engine when the bed was raised. Hopefully the relief valve is loosening up and the problem will be 
resolved. He took the big truck to M&L for a check-up. He made a few adjustments at no charge. He�ll order the oil 
and fuel filter for it. He got 32 tons of 304 ordered last summer. They have been filling in berms along the edge of 
the road. He said that as of last Tuesday, Jim Bierlair had not gotten back with Scott Miller on the permit, so it will 
definitely be 2010 before we know about Vair Road. He asked Mr. Leet about Issue 1 and Hankee Road. 

Mr. Leet said that our share of Hankee Road is $22,600; Hiram�s is going to be $31,600, and they decided not to do 
their portion. They made that decision Tuesday night. With that, the culvert will be moved from Hiram�s share to 
Freedom�s share, as it should be. He did not know why it was not that way to begin with. Mr. Leet said the County 
Engineer allowed $1,200 on material for the pipe; Mr. VanSteenberg had a quote of $600 for the pipe. Mr. Hammar 
said it is important to put in an application every year because if you don�t get a grant,  you move up on the list the 
following year. 

Park: Mr. Hammar said he marked the approximate starting point for a paved walking path at the park. He came up 
with a section that would include the ball field and pavilion (2,181 feet) and another 1,896 feet for the south end of 
the park. He thinks the work should be done in stages. The width would be 8 feet. He asked Mr. VanSteenberg to  
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talk to our material suppliers and get some estimates on how much material we are talking about, so that we can 
apply for grants. Discussion followed regarding grants and resources for information. Mr. Cain again asked that the 
trustees accept what Deerfield Township has done with their walking trail, as a starting point.  

Cemetery: The trustees signed a deed for Donald Walters, Drakesburg Cemetery, Lot 555, Graves A/B/C/D. Mr. 
Hammar said he did contact Harold Morrison who said he would farm the field again next year. 

Fire: Mr. Leet said everything has gone through. They are now dealing with some personnel problems. 

EMS: Mr. Zizka distributed copies of the minutes. They borrowed $113,000 (seven-year loan) from Middlefield 
Bank to assume the Community Ambulance debt.  

Regional Planning: Mr. Hammar said they are primarily focused on updating the Franklin Township zoning and 
updating the subdivision regulations.  

New Business: 

Mr. Leet made the motion, seconded by Mr. Hammar, to purchase Giant Eagle Gift cards as follows: $50 each 
for Charles VanSteenberg and Tony VanSteenberg, and $25 each for Paul Puleo and Mary Ann Schaefer, for 
a total of $150.00  Roll Call:  Mr. Leet, yes; Mr. Hammar, yes; Mr. Zizka, yes.  Motion carried.  Resolution 
11-19-09.4 

The trustees reviewed appointments to the Zoning Commission and Board of Appeals. It was decided to advertise in 
both The Villager and the Record Courier for letters of interest for residents interested in serving on either the 
Zoning Commission or Board of Appeals. It was also decided to advertise in both papers for resumes to fill the 
position of Zoning Inspector. Mr. Cain suggested we also add a reference to the township�s web site, 
freedomtownship-portage.com 

Mr. Leet made the motion, seconded by Mr. Hammar, to schedule the final meeting of the year for Wednesday, 
December 30, at 7:30 p.m.  Roll Call:  Mr. Leet, yes; Mr. Hammar, yes; Mr. Zizka, yes.  Motion carried.  
Resolution 11-19-09.5 

Mr. Zizka made the motion, seconded by Mr. Hammar, to schedule the organizational meeting for January 7, 
2010, at 7:30 p.m. Roll Call:  Mr. Leet, abstain; Mr. Hammar, yes; Mr. Zizka, yes.  Motion carried.  
Resolution 11-19-09.6 

Other Business: 

Mr. Grafton asked if the trustees had looked at the stakes for the pavilion, and is that where they want it to go? He 
said he thinks it will interfere with the farm ball field. He figured it was going to be situated along the driveway and 
did not intend for it to take up half of the ball field. He also had asked for estimates from Carter, Lowe�s and Home 
Depot for materials.  He had the one from Carter and was still waiting on the other two. Mr. Zizka is going to ask 
Mr. Manfrass about developing a materials list. 

Mr. Mikulski had presented Mr. Zizka with the proposed amendments to the Zoning Resolution, approved by the Zoning 
Commission at their public hearing held on November 19, 2009. Mr. Zizka made copies of the proposed amendments for 
Mr. Hammar and Mr. Leet.  

Mr. Zizka made the motion, seconded by Mr. Leet, to accept the recommendations of the Zoning Commission to 
amend the Zoning Resolution by adding Sections 415.0 Solar/Wind Energy Zoning; 415.1 Small Solar and Wind 
Energy Systems; and 415.1.1 Purpose, and to amend Article VIII Definitions to  include Small Energy System; 
Small Solar Energy System; Small Wind Energy System; Solar Energy; Solar Energy; Solar Energy Dual Purpose; 
and Wind Energy/Turbine; and to set a public hearing for Monday, December 21, 2009, at 7:00 pm at the Town 
Hall to review the proposed amendments. Roll call:  Mr. Leet, yes; Mr. Hammar, yes; Mr. Zizka, yes.  Motion 
carried.  Resolution 11-19-09.7   Notice of hearing to be published in the Record Courier at least ten days prior to 
November 5th. 

Mr. Zizka said the 4-H Town Trotters will be using the church building on Sunday, December 13. They complained about 
the tables needing cleaned; we also need a broom and dust pan for the church. Mr. Hammar had a request from a school 
dance troupe to hold a chili dinner at the town hall or church. Mr. Leet had a question regarding a fund raiser of Praise 
Glory and God Church. He also had another request from Eric Adams to hold a poker party (no money involved) at the 
town hall.  Mr. Zizka contacted Ohio Edison about the street light at Asbury and Streeter. 

 During the meeting, warrants #4659 - #4674 in the amount of $3,812.17 were presented to the Trustees for approval and 
ordered paid by signature. See the Payment Register which is attached hereto and by reference made a part of these 
Minutes.    
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There being no further business, Mr. Hammar made the motion, seconded by Mr. Leet, to adjourn the meeting at 10:03 
pm.  Roll call:  Mr. Leet, yes; Mr. Hammar, yes; Mr. Zizka, yes.  Motion carried.  Resolution 11-19-09.8    

 

              
 Trustee       Trustee 
  
              
 Trustee       Fiscal Officer 
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RECORD OF PROCEEDINGS 
FREEDOM TOWNSHIP TRUSTEES 

REGULAR MEETING 
Thursday, December 3, 2009 

 
The Regular Meeting of the Freedom Township Board of Trustees was called to order by Chairman Zizka at 7:30 pm on 
Thursday, December 3, 2009.  Present: Trustees James Hammar, J. J. Leet and John C. Zizka; Rosemary Nicholas, Fiscal 
Officer; Paul Puleo, Zoning Inspector; Charles VanSteenberg, Road Supervisor. Also present: Harold Cain, Charles 
Duffield, Dan Grafton, Sallie Hubeny, Roy Martin, Jason Conley and Brian Smith. 

Mr. Hammar made the motion, seconded by Mr. Leet, to approve the minutes of the November 19, 2009, 
Regular Meeting, as presented.  Roll call:  Mr. Leet, yes; Mr. Hammar, yes; Mr. Zizka, yes.  Motion carried.  
Resolution 12-3-09.1 

 Public Comment:   

Mr. Conley said he had received notice of a zoning violation (prohibited storage) and asked for clarification that he would 
have the opportunity to present an application for variance, whether or not it is accepted. Mr. Martin responded, saying that 
if it is not accepted by the Board of Appeals, it would be because all of the required information had not been provided. 
Mr. Conley said that going forward he has plans for the unit as far as aesthetics, to make it more visually acceptable and, 
again, he just wanted to make sure he would have the opportunity to make his case known. Mr. Puleo said he would meet 
with Mr. Conley that evening to begin the application. 

Mr. Smith said his wife (Charlotte Smith) and others have been using the town hall for scrap booking, at no charge, and he 
was told that this could change after the first of the year. He said it is a group of women who need the room to spread out 
their scrap booking materials; it is open to the public although it is not advertised. (Note: their last rental agreement was for 
October 18 from 8:00 am until 10:00 pm). Mr. Zizka said he had talked with Mr. Smith and told him that changes will be 
made at the organizational meeting of the trustees scheduled for Tuesday, January 7, and that another trustee would be in 
charge of town hall rentals.  

Zoning: Mr. Puleo said there were two permits last month, both for garages � Mrs. Cowell on S.R. 88 and Mr. Al tiere on 
Nichols (an incorrect location was reported at the last meeting). Mr. Vanderpool (old Kadow property) picked up an 
application for a conditional use certificate. Another resident with truck body storage (Hewins & 88) is applying for a 
variance; he plans to put on a shingle roof and siding to match his house. Mr. Puleo received a call from a realtor 
complaining about the junk storage on Streeter Road. They put up a fence but it does not hide the property. Mr. Zizka will 
call Mr. Meduri about this. Mr. Puleo said he found the town hall door unlocked the Saturday after Thanksgiving. It was 
suggested that the resident who had the hall rented for Saturday had come in to turn up the heat and left it unlocked.  

Roads:  Mr. VanSteenberg said there were a few holes on Goodell Road; he patched it with 304 and it is packing in good, 
no big holes. In response to a question from Mr. Hammar, he said the surface was being stirred up by truck traffic but the 
base is still good.  There has been no standing water on Hewins Road. If the plant is open next week, he plans to get some 
asphalt for Hewins. They have been mowing banks on Stamm, Hankee and Goodell. The beaver dam on King Road is 
getting higher. Mr. Zizka said he would write a letter to Mr. Pischera. Regarding Vair Road, Mr. Leet said he talked with 
Scott Miller who has still not gotten together with Jim Bierlair regarding the permit.  

Park: Mr. Hammar said he talked to Rick Kuntz and Rob Maur about materials (similar to that used in driveways) for the 
walking trail. Rick wanted to know how much topsoil there was.  Mr. Hammar asked that Tony VanSteenberg check it 
with the backhoe in a number of spots. Mr. Zizka suggested a soil auger instead, and he may have one they can use. 

New Business: 

Mr. Zizka made the motion, seconded by Mr. Hammar, to approve payment of Regional Planning dues for 2010 
in full ($2,097.10).  Roll call:  Mr. Leet, yes; Mr. Hammar, yes; Mr. Zizka, yes.  Motion carried.  Resolution 
12-3-09.2 

It was agreed to hold the Annual Township inventory on Monday, January 4, 2010 at 9:00 am. 

It was agreed that the Records Commission would meet on Monday, December 21, at 6:00 pm. The Commission is 
made up of the Fiscal Officer and the Chairman of the Board of Trustees, and any interested parties are welcome to 
attend.  

Mr. Zizka made the motion, seconded by Mr. Hammar, to reschedule the February 18, 2010 meeting due to the 
OTA Winter Conference (February 17-20). The meeting is rescheduled for Monday, February 15, 2010, at 
7:30 pm. Roll call:  Mr. Leet, yes; Mr. Hammar, yes; Mr. Zizka, yes.  Motion carried.  Resolution 12-3-09.3 
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Unfinished Business: 

Mr. Zizka had the latest version of blueprints for the town hall pavilion. He will contact Mr. Manfrass about some 
needed revisions, as well as a materials listing. Mr. Grafton had material estimates from Lowe�s and Home Depot. 
He had the invoice from Mr. Manfrass, and will check on the charge of $180.25 for Building Department plan 
review. Mr. Zizka said there is enough room to move the pavilion over toward the flagpole tower by 32 feet. 
Another consideration would be to move it closer to the edge of the parking lot, and the sidewalk would come off 
the side of the building. Mr. Grafton said he thought that would work out all right; people waiting for the PARTA 
bus could sit there as well. 

Mr. Zizka made several calls to East Ohio Gas and is still waiting for a response. It has been a month and a half 
since the residents and the township made application and still nobody has come out. Mrs. Ankrom is also 
interested. 

There was discussion about town hall rental, spots on the carpet, tape on the walls, etc. It was suggested that we require a 
refundable deposit. This will be discussed further at the January meeting.  Mr. Cain suggested changing the water softener 
to a demand type system, to save money. 

 During the meeting, warrants #4675 - #4706 in the amount of $18,602.95 were presented to the Trustees for approval and 
ordered paid by signature. See the Payment Register which is attached hereto and by reference made a part of these 
Minutes.    

There being no further business, Mr. Hammar made the motion, seconded by Mr. Leet, to adjourn the meeting at 
9:06 pm.  Roll call:  Mr. Leet, yes; Mr. Hammar, yes; Mr. Zizka, yes.  Roll call:  Mr. Leet, yes; Mr. Hammar, 
yes; Mr. Zizka, yes.  Motion carried.  Resolution 12-3-09.4 

 

              
 Trustee       Trustee 
  
              
 Trustee       Fiscal Officer 
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RECORD OF PROCEEDINGS 
FREEDOM TOWNSHIP  

Public Records Commission 
Monday, December 21, 2009 

 
 
 

Present:  John Zizka, Rosemary Nicholas. Also present:  Roy Martin and Gil Krohn. 

Chairman John Zizka called the meeting of the Public Records Commission to order at 6:10 pm on Monday, December 21, 
2009.  As advertised in the Record Courier, the purpose of the meeting was to review the Records Retention Schedule and 
recommendations for disposal.  

Mr. Zizka led the assembly in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mrs. Nicholas and Mr. Zizka reviewed, item by item, the Records Retention Schedule adopted by the Board of Trustees on 
July 17, 2008.   

It was agreed that the following records (more than 5 years old and previously audited) would be marked for disposal: 

Accounts receivable ledger and documents 
Annual employee leave use/balance report 
Appropriation ledger 
Bank statements 
Cancelled checks 
Cash books/Cash journals 
Check Registers 
Documentation of leave 
Employer Quarterly Federal Tax Return 
Garnishment Orders 
Property Inventories 
Investments 
Payroll journal/ledgers 
Payroll reports 
Purchase Orders 
Timesheets 

Also marked for disposal: Court orders for payroll deductions (2 years after termination or order rescinded); insurance 
policies (2 years after expiration);  tapes of proceedings (1 year); zoning certificate applications (1 year after final decision 
rendered) provided to the Fiscal Officer by the Zoning inspector.  Mr. Zizka noted it will be important for the Zoning 
Inspector to keep these applications in their files, as has been the practice. 

Considered for disposal but decided to retain: bank deposit receipts, correspondence. 

Mrs. Nicholas will provide the required documentation to the Ohio Historical Society for approval. When the approval 
process is complete, final disposal  will be arranged and documented. 

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 6:45 pm. 
 
 

 
             

 John C. Zizka, Trustee Chairman    Rosemary Nicholas, Fiscal Officer 
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RECORD OF PROCEEDINGS 

FREEDOM TOWNSHIP TRUSTEES 
PUBLIC HEARING�

Monday, December 21, 2009 

 

The Meeting was called to order by Chairman John Zizka at 7:00 pm on Monday, December 21, 2009.  The purpose of  
the meeting, as advertised in the Record Courier, was to hold a public hearing on proposed amendments to the Freedom 
Township Zoning Resolution as presented to the Trustees by the Freedom Township Zoning Commission on November 
19, 2009. 

Trustees Present: J. J. Leet, James Hammar, John Zizka; Rosemary Nicholas, Fiscal Officer. Also present:  Charles 
Duffield, Gil Krohn, Roy Martin, Mike Mikulski, Virginia Simpson. 

Mr. Zizka reviewed recommendations of the Zoning Commission and Regional Planning Committee recommendations 
regarding the proposed amendments.  With regard to proposed Amendment 1, Definitions, he read each proposed 
definition asking for discussion after each one.  Mrs. Nicholas suggested that we consider eliminating numbering of the 
definitions. Mr. Zizka said this could not be acted upon at this meeting because it was not advertised; however, it will be 
referred back to the Zoning Commission for review and recommendation.   

Mr. Hammar then made the motion, seconded by Mr. Leet, to accept the proposed Amendment to the Zoning 
Resolution, Article VIII, Definitions, as follows, to be effective in 30 days (January 21, 2010).  Roll call:  Mr. Leet, 
yes; Mr. Hammar, yes; Mr. Zizka, yes.  Motion carried.  Resolution PH 12-21-09.1 

Article VIII Definitions 
Section 801.0 Definitions (in alphabetical order, renumber as necessary) 

43. Small Energy System � Is a renewable energy system to provide for energ y needs, designed to serve single 
subject development or property. The purpose of a small energy system is to be an accessory use of the property. 

44. Small Solar Energy System �  Any solar collector or other solar energy device, or any structural design feature 
whose primary purpose is to provide for the collection, storage and distribution of solar energy for space heating 
or cooling, for water heating or for electricity that may be mounted on a building or on the ground and is not the 
primary use of the property. 

45. Small Wind Energy System �  A wind energy system consists of a wind turbine, a tower, and associated controls 
or conversion electronics, which is intended to primarily reduce on-site consumption of utility power. The purpose 
of a small energy system is to be an accessory use of the property. 

46. Solar Energy �  Means radiant energy (direct, diffuse, and reflected) received from the sun. 

47. Solar Energy Dual Purpose �  Means solar energy is collected to create energy from structures that are generally 
permitted; examples could be fences or walls. This would include exterior lighting for patios and walkways. Dual 
purpose structures should look primary like a fence, wall or light fixture and not the opposite for the purpose of 
generating electricity while blending into the landscape. The appearance of the structure should be commonly 
recognizable with the production of electricity interwoven or embedded into the structure not to dominate the 
appearance. 

57. Wind Energy/Turbine � Mechanical equipment which is used to convert ki netic energy of the wind through the 
rotation of the mechanical equipment to facilitate the generation of electricity. 

 
With regard to proposed Amendment 2, Add Solar/Wind Energy Zoning to Article IV, Mr. Zizka read each section, asking 
for discussion after each one.   

With regard to § 415.1.3 B, Mr. Zizka made the motion, seconded by Mr. Hammar, to add the word �structure� before 
the word �height� so that § 415.1.3 B would read: �B. Solar panels shall comply with the maximum perm itted 
structure height of the zoning district.� Roll call:  Mr. Leet, yes; Mr. Hammar, yes; Mr. Zizka, yes.  Motion carried.  
Resolution PH 12-21-09.2 
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With regard to § 415.1.3 C 1 b, Mr. Zizka made the motion, seconded by Mr. Hammar, to add the word �structure� 
before the word �height� so that § 415.1.3 C 1 b wo uld read: �b.  Solar panels shall comply with the maximum 
permitted structure height of the zoning district.�  Roll call:  Mr. Leet, yes; Mr. Hammar, yes; Mr. Zizka, yes.  Motion 
carried.  Resolution PH 12-21-09.3 

With regard to §415.1.7 A, Fencing, after discussion Mr. Zizka made the motion, seconded by Mr. Hammar, to amend this 
section to read as follows: �The supporting tower shall be enclosed with a six (6) foot high fence unless the base of the 
tower is not climbable for a distance of twelve (12) feet as measured from the ground.� Roll call:  Mr. Leet, yes; Mr. 
Hammar, yes; Mr. Zizka, yes.  Motion carried.  Resolution PH 12-21-09.4 

Mr.  Leet raised a question with regard to the chart on sound levels (decibels) noting that the numbers in the sound level 
column decline until it gets to the 1200-2400 level, then it goes from 40 to 46; he would expect that it would decline. Mr. 
Mikulski will verify that the numbers are correct. 

With regard to 415.1.17 Certifications, Mr. Hammar questioned the requirement of a structural engineer registered 
specifically in Ohio. No changes were recommended. 

Mr. Zizka asked if there was anything about these systems being conditionally permissible. Mr. Mikulski said no, if the 
applicant met the requirements, permission would be granted. 

Mr. Zizka asked about including other structures in 415.1.18.  It was determined that the current wording is adequate.  

Mr. Hammar made the motion, seconded by Mr. Leet, to accept the proposed Amendment to the Zoning Resolution, 
Article IV, Solar/Wind Energy Zoning, as follows, to be effective in 30 days (January 21, 2010).  Roll call:  Mr. Leet, 
yes; Mr. Hammar, yes; Mr. Zizka, yes.  Motion carried.  Resolution PH 12-21-09.5 

Article IV Special Notice for All Districts 
§ 415.0 Solar/Wind Energy Zoning 
§ 415.1 SMALL SOLAR AND WIND ENERGY SYSTEMS 
§ 415.1.1 PURPOSE 
 
Small solar and wind energy systems shall be permitted in all zoning districts, in accordance with the requirements of this 
Section. These systems shall be designed and shall operate at an aggregate capacity of less than five megawatts per site. 

§ 415.1.2 ALLOWABLE NUMBER OF TOWERS AND WIND TURBINES 

A. Towers 
1. No more than one wind energy tower may be located on any single site of five acres or less, in accordance with 

this Section, unless otherwise stipulated in this Resolution. 
2. Not more than one wind energy tower per five acres on lots greater than five acres. 

B. Wind Turbines 
Any number of wind energy system turbines may be in operation on a single site, in accordance with this Section. 

C. Solar Panels 
Any number of solar panels may be in operation on a single site, in accordance with this Section. 

§ 415.1.3 HEIGHT 

The total height of small solar and/or wind energy systems is measured as the vertical distance from the ground level to the 
tip of a wind generator blade when the tip is at its highest point, and shall not exceed the following maximum height 
requirements: 

A. Wind Towers 

1. Properties less then ‰ acre in size � maximum 45 feet. 
2. Properties between ‰ acre and one acre in size � maximum 80 feet. 
3. Properties greater than (l) acre to 2-‰ acres � maximum 100 feet. 
4. Properties greater than 2-‰ acres to 5 acres � maximum 120 feet. 
5. Properties greater than 5 acres in size � maximu m 170 feet. 
6. Properties within 10,000 feet of an Airport must comply with FAA height standards and regulations. 

B. Solar panels shall comply with the maximum permitted structure height of the zoning district. 
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C. Attachment to existing buildings and towers 

1. Building 
a. Wind turbine(s) may be affixed to the building or the roof, providing that: 

i. The total height of the wind turbine is less than 20 feet above the highest point of the building. 

b. Solar panels shall comply with the maximum permitted structure height of the zoning district. 

2. Towers 
A wind turbine may be attached to an existing tower, providing that: 
a. The tower is designed to accommodate the wind turbine. 
b. The tower is in compliance with Sections 415.1.5A and 415.1.6.B. 

§ 415.1.4 LOCATION 

A. A solar and/or wind system shall only be located in the rear yard portion of any lot and conform to all building setback 
lines. An exception would be for dual purpose solar collectors. See solar energy dual purpose definition. 

B. Tower Set Backs 
Except as otherwise stipulated in this Section, a tower: 
1. Shall be located at least 150 percent of its height from any public road right-of-way. 

2. Shall be located at least 150 percent of its height from any overhead utility lines, except those lines directly 
serving the subject property. 

3. Shall be located at least 150 percent of its height from all property boundaries. 

4. Guy Wire Anchors Set Backs 

a. If guy wires are utilized as part of the tower design, then the guy wire anchors shall be placed at least 50 feet 
from the any abutting property boundaries. 

b. The minimum distance a wind turbine may be from the property boundaries, if it is located on a building, 
must equal a distance of one and one-half (1‰ ) times the total height of the wind turbine from the ground. 

§ 415.1.5 INCENTIVES FOR NEW DEVELOPMENT 

A. Residential zoned properties that have access to both water and sewer service may have a residential density bonus of 
up to 10% more lots/units. 

1. Requires that each unit has a small energy system described above with a minimum of 5kW per day capability at 
time of certificate of occupancy. 

B. Commercial and Industrial zoned properties may have a building coverage bonus of up to 10%. 

1. Requires that each building has a small energy system described above with a 10kW per day capability or project 
site has a minimum of 20kW capability at the time of certificate of occupancy. 

C. All other zoning and building requirements must be demonstrated and/or provided before any incentives can be 
applied. 

§ 415.1.6 VARIANCES 

A. There are no variances to the incentives listed above. 

B. Solar and Wind may be located in the front or side yard of primary structure if because of pre-existing geography, 
vegetation, built environment would preclude the use of solar or wind power in the rear of the primary structure. 

C. To request more than one tower per site/development. 

§ 415.1.7 FENCING 

A. The supporting tower shall be enclosed with a six (6) foot high fence unless the base of the tower is not climbable for a 
distance of twelve (12) feet as measured from the ground  

B. All access doors to wind turbines and electrical equipment shall be locked to prevent entry by non-authorized persons. 
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§ 415.1.8 ELECTRICAL INTERFERENCE 

The small wind energy system shall not cause any radio, television, microwave, or navigation interference. If a signal 
disturbance problem is identified, the applicant shall correct the problem within 90 days of being notified of the problem. 

§ 415.1.9 NOISE 

The wind energy system shall not exceed the sound level (decibels) specified in Section 415.1.9.1 when measured at the 
property line. 

§ 415.1.9.1 

Maximum permitted sound levels (decibels) for small wind energy system. 

Octave Band,  
Cycles / Second 

Sound Level Measured at the Property 
Lines Cannot Exceed the Following 

 0 �  75 72 
 75 �  150 67 
 150 �  300 59 
 300 �  600 52 
 600 � 1200 40 
 1200 � 2400 46 
 2400 � 4800 34 

Over 4800 32 

 

§ 415.1.10 COMPLIANCE WITH FAA REGULATIONS 

All towers shall be painted a non-contrasting gray, blue, white, green or similar color, minimizing its visibility, unless 
otherwise required by the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA). The applicant has the responsibility of determining the 
applicable FAA regulations and securing the necessary approvals. Copies of letters must be included as part of the 
application process. 

§ 415.1.11 LIGHTING 

Except as required by law, a tower shall not be illuminated and lighting fixtures or signs shall not be attached to the tower. 
If lighting is required by FAA regulations, white strobe lights shall not be permitted at night unless FAA permits no other 
alternatives. No lighting shall be constructed, placed or maintained in a manner that will constitute a nuisance to any 
surrounding property and shall in no way impair safe movement of traffic on any street or highway. 

§ 415.1.12 ADVERTISING 

No advertising is permitted anywhere on the facility, with the exception of signage being utilized for product identification 
and warnings. 

§ 415.1.13 WARNINGS 

A. A clearly visible warning sign concerning voltage must be placed at the base of all pad-mounted transformers and 
substations. 

B. Visible, reflective, colored objects, such as flags, reflectors, or tape shall be placed on the anchor points of guy wires 
and along the guy wires up to a height of ten feet from the ground. 

C. Emergency contact information must be clearly visible at the base. 

§ 415.1.14 MAINTENANCE 

A. The design and location of the wind energy system shall ensure that all maintenance can be conducted from the 
installation site. 

B. A small wind energy system that is not functional shall be repaired by the owner within 180 days of the day on which 
the system last functioned. 

C. When a system reaches the end of its useful life and can no longer function, the owner of the system shall remove the 
entire system within 180 days of the day on which the system last functioned. The owner is solely responsible for 
removal of the entire system and all costs, financial or otherwise, of system removal. 
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§ 415.1.15 SAFETY FEATURES 

A. The small wind energy system turbine shall be required to have an automatic over-speed control to render the system 
inoperable when the winds are in excess of the speed the system is designed to accommodate. 

B. The small wind energy system shall be required to have a manually operable method to render the system inoperable 
in the event of a structural or mechanical failure of any part of the system. 

§ 415.1.16 BLADE CLEARANCES 

A. The clearance or the distance between the blades of a wind turbine and the blades of another wind turbine shall be no 
less than 10 feet. 

B. The clearance or the distance between the blades of a wind turbine and the ground shall be no less than 15 feet. 

§ 415.1.17 CERTIFICATIONS 

A. The foundation, tower and compatibility of the tower with the rotor and rotor-related equipment shall be certified in 
writing by a structural engineer registered in Ohio that they conform with good engineering practices and comply with 
the appropriate provisions of the Ohio Building Codes. 

B. The electrical system shall be certified in writing by an electrical engineer, registered in Ohio, that it conforms with 
good engineering practices and complies with the standards of the utility company. 

C. The rotor overspeed control system shall be certified in writing by a mechanical engineer, registered in any state, that 
it conforms with good engineering practices. 

§ 415.1.18 DECOMMISSIONING AND RECLAMATION 

A. Within six (6) months of the termination of any Wind Energy System, the owner of the property must provide for the 
decommission and the reclamation of the site. 

B. The property owner shall adhere to the following provisions, to ensure the removal of all Wind Energy System 
equipment, including any and all towers used exclusively for Wind Energy System projects: 

1. All applications, that include a tower used exclusively for Wind Energy System projects shall, as part of the 
application and plan review process, include a plan for the reclamation for both the tower and the tower site, in the 
event the facility is no longer functioning in the fashion as originally intended. The reclamation plan should 
include the removal and disposal of all obsolete and/or abandoned equipment, as well as the reclamation of the 
area with vegetation to prevent erosion. 

2. The applicant will submit a letter of credit, performance bond, or other security acceptable to the Township to 
cover the costs of the tower�s removal, of no less than $100.00 per vertical foot of tower height, measured from 
the finished grade. 

There being no further business, Mr. Hammar made the motion, seconded by Mr. Leet, to adjourn the meeting at 8:18 
pm.  Roll call:  Mr. Leet, yes; Mr. Hammar, yes; Mr. Zizka, yes.  Motion carried.  Resolution PH 12-21-09.6 

 

              
 Trustee       Trustee 
  
              
 Trustee       Fiscal Officer 




